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High speed cornering is a critical 
test of a motorcycle’s handling. 
The Norton 850 Commando 
corners better than any other prod 








NOONE the lightest weight superbike 
built anywhere: 460 pounds, dry. 
Norton’s race-bred frame combines light- 


ness and strength without sacrificing 
maximum torsional rigidity. 


Norton’s narrow, vertical twin-cylinder 
engine design lets it sitlowin  — 

the frame. Result: a super-low — 
center of gravity. — 


All these guided by NOLON 

` dead-accurate steering _ 
geometry, add upto 

“on tracks” cornering that _ 
— must be feltt to > be believe & 





New for 1975 — ‘ 
ffortless electric starting, 
_ no-fade rear disc brake, 
conveniently positioned 
handlebar switches, 
~ short-throw left foot shift, 
` hinged, lockable, extra- 
padded seat. _ 





Orton 


‘Commando 850 
with vibration-free 
Isolastic ride 
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Only 


plus 50¢ postage 
and handling 


Patent pending 


CLEANS ANY PLUG IN MINUTES 


NO MATTER WHERE YOU ARE—you can keep 
all your gas operated equipment at peak perfor- 
mance. Clean your plugs the way manufacturers 
suggest—by abrasive blasting. Insert adaptor 
into cigarette lighter or attach clips to any 12 volt 
battery and within minutes your plug will be 
thoroughly cleaned. 







CHANGE 
THIS 





TO THIS 
x Z IN MINUTES 
ee >> . 
Send check; money order for $9.95 plus $.50 for post- 
age and handling. (Illinois residents add 5% tax) 
Indicate lighter or clip adaptor. 


ELCO INTERNATIONAL LIMITED 


P. O. Box 280, River Forest, Ill. 60305 


NEW FROM SHIRT KING 


“CYCLE BEACH TOWELS” 


B is morar thar 
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IEITODINII 
IEH ON DA 


MORE -GETA 








SUPERIORITY COMPLEX 


All in four brilliant colors. Each towel is 
9-oz. terry cotton, color fast and ma- 
chine washable. Great fun at the beach, 
pool, races or ... in the shower. 


“CHEST PROTECTORS” 


All cotton, color fast, machine washable. 
One size fits all. Ten super designs: 
Honda, Yamaha, Suzuki, Kawasaki, Har- 
ley, Triumph, BSA, Bultaco, Do It In 
The Dirt, Bike California. 


Sirs 6Sin 


1046 S. BLAINE ST., LOS ANGELES, CA 90015 
BEACH TOWELS | CHEST PROTECTORS 


$7.00 + $1.00 postage 
-Honda $____ 
— Yamaha $ 

—_ Suzuki $0 — 
.— Kawasaki $____ 
=D ltear d 


O Honda 

O Yamaha 

O Suzuki 

O Kawasaki 
O Harley Dav. 


Specify color for each: O Red; 


Please print: 


Tennis 
Anyone? 


O Montesa Bike It 


O Tennis Bum 


O Do It In 
The Dirt 


Just for the 
fun of it 








Ol White; O Blue; O Yellow 


TOTAL ENCLOSED] 





os (Calif. residents add 6% sales tax) 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 
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Allow 3 weeks delivery 
(color substitutions may be necessary) 
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Honda Announces Just two years after the formation of the Team Honda Motocross 
a group of racers, Honda has announced that it will field a trials 
Trials Team for team in America. And the men selected for the team are among 
1975 Season. the best in the country: Marland Whaley, Mark Eggar, Joe 
Guglielmelli and George Smith III. Bob Nickelsen will serve as 
coach, trainer, team activity coordinator, and as if that weren't 
enough, he’ll keep in the action as a sometime rider (Bob is one 
of America’s foremost trials riders). The team will be riding 
specially prepared Honda TL-250’s. The TL-250 is the big 
brother of the already famous TL-125, introduced in 1973. The 
TL-250 promises to be a fantastic trials performer. After all, 
it was designed by Honda engineers and the world professor 

emeritus of trials riding, Sammy Miller. 


AMA Names Team As any professional motocross rider knows, the man who tunes 


his bike is an important part of winning. Team Honda tuner 


Honda’s Rosenstiel 125 Jon Rosenstiel was selected by the AMA as 1975 “Tuner of 


MX “Tuner of the Year.” _ the Year” in the 125cc MX category. And it’s no wonder — Jon 
tunes for 1974 125cc AMA champ, Team Honda’s Marty Smith. 


Ten Out of Ten for The third event in the recent NML Winternational MX Series 
was highlighted by the 125cc race, which was strictly a race of 
Honda at NML man against man. There was no question about the machine, 
Winternationals. because all of the top ten finishers rode Honda Elsinore™ 
CR-125’s! The CR-125 has been nothing short of a phenome- 
non in motocross races across the country since it was intro- 
duced. The sweeping victory of the 125cc event at the NML 
Winternational meet by Honda two-strokes demonstrates the 
winning consistency that has built the Honda reputation for 

dependability and quality. 


Hondaline Grows with  Hondaline, Honda’s riding apparel division, has introduced 
ye some great new goggles. They're easy to spot, with the red, 
Addition of New white and blue Team Honda colors on the strap. Hondaline™ 


Goggles. goggles have open-cell polyurethane foam face linings which 
are both comfortable and resistant to dust penetration. There’s 
a style to fit most any need—competition style which resists 
fogging, over-the-glasses style and styles for youngsters. Each 
pair is also packed with an extra lens. On the road or in the 
dirt, you'll want to be wearing these. 





CR’s are designed for motocross use only and are sold “as is” without warranty. 
“K”? numbers indicate model changes. 
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Sometimes Wrong But Never In Doubt 


@ “The Editorial Objectives of Cycle will 
be: A) To widen public acceptance of all 
things pertaining to motorcycles. B) Call- 
ing our shots as we see them—not arbi- 
trarily but backed up by facts. C) Display- 
ing motorcycles and motorcycling 
graphically with strong emphasis being 
placed on technical matters. D) Sincere 
belief in the future of motorcycles and 
motorcycling instead of accepting the 
opinion that such things were best in the 
‘good old days.” E) Constantly striving 
to prove that motorcycling is and can 
continue to be a Healthy, Clean, Invig- 
orating, and Red-Blooded sport wherein 
dignity and ‘being a gentleman’ are prime 
factors. F) Absolute refusal to be sub- 
jugated by any, all, and sundry.” 

So wrote Harry Steele in the first issue 
of Cycle, published in April of 1950. The 
forum for this credo was the Editorial, a 
space that was to become over the fol- 
lowing 25 years a Vesuvius of opinion, 
back-biting, clear insight, wild misinter- 
pretation, braggadoccio, general pallia- 
tives, fulminations and predictions. With 
it a skein of Editors have tried to mold 
public opinion, the motorcycle industry 
and other denizens of the world within. 
We have used it for attack, solicitation 
and apology, and very often we have used 
it to make fools of ourselves. In this, our 
25th Anniversary Issue, it seems fair to 
present a rapid review of lights both high 
and low that have flickered through the 
Cycle Editorial. 


From the beginning, safety or the ab- 
sence thereof has been a prime subject 
for Editorial discussion. To wit: 

“Ask any octogenarian the reason for 
his long and happy existence and he will 
probably give you a formula of long walks, 
good liquor and lots of sleep. But don’t 
be surprised if he attributes a good share 
of his longevity to motorcycling. Accord- 
ing to recent indisputable facts and fig- 
ures issued by the California Highway 
Patrol, transportation via two wheels has 
proven itself decidedly safer than four.” 
—May, 1951 

“Certainly it can’t be our accident rate 
that has restrained the sport, for statistics 
have shown motorcycling to be the safest 
means of earthbound motorized trans- 
portation.” —January, 1952 

“When a cycle is properly handled, it 
is no more dangerous than a car.” — 
January, 1955 

“Experienced motorcyclists know that 
a motorcycle is no more dangerous than 
any other method of transportation.” 
—March, 1956 

“Throughout the years, thousands of 
people have been partially or completely 
restored to good health through the en- 
joyment of motorcycling and the benefi- 
4 


cial aspects of riding a cycle. During the 
years that | have been associated with 
motorcycling—first as a rider and later as 
a dealer—| have known many who were 
loud in their praise of the healthful effects 
of motorcycling. Many doctors likewise 
testify to the benefits of motorcycling.”’ 
—August, 1958 

“In Michigan, the year 1966 brought a 
25% increase in motorcycle registrations, 
and a 66% increase in motorcycle ac- 
cident fatalities.” —August, 1969 

“Until a few years ago nobody cared 
much about statistics of motorcycle 
deaths or accidents. Now four million 
registered motorcycles are on U.S. streets 
and highways, and cyclists were killing 
themselves off in 1973 at the rate of 16% 
ahead of 1972 and injuring themselves 
13.2% more in the same period. Many 
doctors would ban motorcycles . . . Most 
doctors and nurses would stop the thrills. 
‘It is simple,’ said [Dr. Levon K.] Topou- 
zian. ‘Just take the motorcycles off the 
highway.’ ’’—October 1974 

On the legislative front: 

“In nearly all of the states where helmet 
laws have been passed they are under 
attack on constitutional grounds, and 
while legal battles are always protracted 
affairs and it’s too early to know what the 
outcome will be, the situation looks prom- 
ising.’ —November, 1968 

“Given a bit of luck, and with the help 
of legislators’ traditionally short attention 
span, motorcycling will soon, | think, be 
out of the woods insofar as legal opposi- 
tion is concerned.’’—April, 1967 

“With effective emission controls 
tacked onto every car, bus and truck on 
our highways and every lawnmower in our 
yards, [the Government] will close in on 
motorcycles, and if you think you heard 
wails of anger about noise levels and 
helmets and state inspections and spill 
bars and roads closed to two-wheelers 
and laws demanding lights on in the day- 
time, you haven’t heard anything yet.’’— 
August, 1970 

“In mid-June of this year Robert W. Fri, 
Acting Administrator of the EPA, delivered 
unto the world certain transportation 
plans involving Los Angeles and 17 other 
urban areas. ... For the Metropolitan LA 
region, legislation was proposed . . . to 
restrict motorcycle registrations in 1974 
to levels attained in 1973 ... and to 
prohibit the operation of two-strokes from 
6 a.m. to 8 p.m. during the months of May 
to October.’’—September, 1973 

On a certain dubious association: 

“Russ March has no vested interests.” 
—June, 1971 

“Russ March never plays fast and 
loose, bless his heart.” —June, 1972 

“By unanimous vote Russ March was 
run out of the AMA, leaving behind a wet 


and slippery trail. . . .",-—November, 1973 

On the subject of AMA Competition 
Rules: 

“...Itseems to me that we need more, 
not less, special equipment, and a further 
relaxing of the rules.” —June, 1967 

“The primary issue is the all-too-likely 
prospect of absolute domination by some 
single type of motorcycle.’’—May, 1969 

“It seems certain . . . proposals about 
restricting engine design or applying dis- 
placement handicaps according to design 
layout will also be introduced. . . . More 
than a few people are nervous about A) 
two-strokers and B) a present prolif- 
eration of cylinders. | think some of them 
are particularly worried about an A-plus-B 
combination. . . . With the performance 
of Yamaha’s racing 350 in mind, the 
prospect of bigger-displacement multi- 
cylinder two-strokes becomes downright 
intimidating.” —October, 1969 

“|. . now it’s time for the AMA to make 
a major revision in the area concerning 
750 class road racing. Unless some sort 
of alteration is put into effect by the be- 
ginning of the 1974 season, the [four- 
strokes] might be gone from the American 
roadracing scene.’’—July, 1973 

“Due to Yamaha's willingness to play 
by the rules, and the AMA’s unwillingness 
to change them, 1974 produced Yamaha 
wins at every single National road race 
except one, and the absolute and utter 
end of all four-stroke hopes. There were 
no Hondas racing, no Triumphs, no Nor- 
tons; Harley-Davidson and BMW did race, 
but without a shadow of a chance.’’— 
January, 1975 

“One thing seems certain: we do not 
want to depart from the basic Formula-C 
concept. On grounds of cost and specta- 
tor appeal (as well as possibly improving 
the breed) it makes a lot of sense to 
continue racing only those motorcycles 
as are being made in quantity.’ —May, 
1969 

“I think the decision of the AMA to 
reduce the 200 minimum to 25 minimum 
is disheartening . . . because it means 
the AMA has finally grown weary of paying 
lip-service to the concept of racing pro- 
duction-based motorcycles, and the con- 
cept that production bikes have some- 
thing to do with reducing the cost of 
competition. —September, 1974 

On when to buy your motorcycle: 

“Now that practically all the 1960 mod- 
els have been announced, it is a good 
time for prospective purchasers of motor- 
cycles and scooters to study the features 
of the various makes and contact their 
dealers.’’—January, 1960 

“Now that Spring is just around the 
corner and most motorcycle dealers have 
a substantial stock of new models, it is 
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Sometimes it’s OK to fool around. 





























But never with 
your tires. 


A motorcycle is only as safe as its 
tires. In sudden swerves, in panic 
stops, in peg-scraping corners, a bike’s 
tires are what ultimately determine its 
ability to deliver when it counts. 
That’s why you can’t afford to ride 
on anything less than Continentals. 
Sure, Continentals cost more. But no 
_.p’ other tire has Continental’s unique combi- 
nation of traction, strength, and mileage. And 
no other tire receives Continental’s intense, 
individual factory testing and pre-balancing. 
What’s more, Continental’s unequaled 
quality means more than just the certified abil- 
ity to run on European autobahns at sustained 
speeds up to 130 MPH. It also results in exhil- 
arating cornering, powerful braking, and razor- 
sharp handling, on wet or dry pavement, at our 
lower speeds. 
So why take a chance with imitation 
“speed” tires? Don’t fool around. See the com- 
plete Continental line at 


better motorcycle dealers 


. and accessory shops 
everywhere. 





New! K 112-H sees 
The sustained : me 






130 MPH rear tire. sustained 

The optimum forthe 110 MPH rear tire. - Available in H (sus- C- 

latest generation of With the triangularly- tained 130 MPH) The motocross tire. 
superbikes. Ideal for shaped tread pattern. and S (sustained 110 Extremely flexible 
production class For superbikes and MPH) versions. Tie sidewalls and ability 
roadracing. Avail- cafe racers. bars between ribs to run at very low air ~ 
able in 130/80 H 18 assure precise steer- pressures assure 
(5.10/80 H 18) and ing and braking. superb grip under all 


other low profile oe conditions. Light in 
= @ntinenfal oe 
For superbikes. 
Conti Rubber Products, Inc., Carteret, N.J. 07008 
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How to get top racers 


to wear a helmet. 
Label it Bell! 


Its purely a case of love or 
money — Top pros and competi- 
tion racers on the way up have a 
basic choice of headgear. Either 
they go with companies who pay 
them to wear a certain helmet — 
Or they pick the one they think 
is going to do the best job. 


We don’t pay racers to wear 
our helmets. The choice should 
be theirs for safety’s sake, not 
dollars. 


The same Bell Helmets the pros 


choose are available to you off- 
the-shelf. Helmets like the Star® 
with a wraparound design for 
those who demand maximum 
head and face protection, plus 
adequate peripheral vision so it’s 
easy to glance back at the rest 
of the pack. The Star is available 
to meet both Snell and D.O.T. 
specs. 

No wonder guys who can’t put 
a high enough price on their 
heads love to wear Bell. You will, 
too. See your motorcycle dealer. 


THE HEADPROTECTORS 





BELL 


HELMETS 





Bell Helmets Inc. — member of AMA, MIC and the Safety Helmet Council of America 
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WHY STRETCH! 


Tired of Bending Over? Then sit back and 


relax on your bike with a pair of 


SET BACKS 


Move your handlebars back where you can 


reach '’em. Yes, move ’em back over 2 


inches without changing cables or hoses 


in 30 minutes! 


FITS HONDA YAMAHA 
SUZUKI KAWASAKI BMW 


Send only $12.95 plus .50 postage to 
CREATIVE ENTERPRISES 


P.O. Box 9, Grapevine, Tex. 76051 


State Make & Mode! 
Texas res. add 4% sales tax. 











a good time for prospective buyers to 
contact dealers and arrange for early 
delivery. Those who wait may find a 
shortage when the Spring boom gets 
under way with the coming of warmer 
weather.’’—March, 1965 

“With the coming of Spring and better 
weather in most sections of the United 
States, motorcycle enthusiasts will soon 
be hitting the highway in large numbers 
to enjoy their favorite sport. Now is the 
best possible time for the new prospect 
to make arrangements for delivery of the 
new motorcycle or scooter of his 
choice.’’—July, 1960 

“The Wall Street Journal reports that 
there will certainly be a shortage of rail- 
way freight cars within a matter of weeks. 
Motorcycle enthusiasts contemplating 
purchasing a new motorcycle or scooter 
should place an order with their dealer 
early for the make of their choice.’’—May, 
1959 

On the magic of circulation and the 
mysteries of arithmetic: 

“The August issue will have a printing 
order of 105,000.’’—August, 1950 

“This issue has a print order of 5,000 
copies more than any of the past is- 
sues.’’—August, 1953 

“With the 60,000 print order, our dis- 
tribution goes up nearly 50%’’—March, 
1963 

“With this issue Cycle increases its print 
order and distribution to 100,000 cop- 
ies."'"—August, 1964 

On the benefits of perseverance: 

‘Harley-Davidson deserves great credit 
for sticking with the KR model in the face 
of serious and humiliating defeats... . 
The Milwaukee crowd has a reputation 
for never giving up.’’—June, 1960 

“As you may recall, the Triumphs never 
saw which way the Harley-Davidson KRs 
went.’’—March, 1969 

A clear eye to the future: 

“Motocross could be the biggest thing 
since the invention of baseball... .” 
—November, 1968 

Floyd Clymer owned Cycle during the 
rapid ascendancy of Cycle World, and 
he did not view that ascendancy with any 
degree of warmth or charity. 

“How gullible can you get? During our 
years in the publication business, we have 
seen magazines come and go and quite 
a few of these have been in the motorcy- 
cle field. It is easy to quote fantastic fig- 
ures and make ridiculous claims about 
circulation and distribution. . . . Does 
anyone believe that any new magazine 
entering this rough and tumble field can 
do in six months what it has taken the 
three leading motorcycle magazines in 
the United States from thirteen to fifty 
years to accomplish?’’—March, 1962 

(Cycle World’s Joe Parkhurst replied in 
that journal’s January, 1963 issue, ‘Our 
circulation has been the subject of much 
discussion within the motorcycle industry; 
hardly anyone could believe that we could 
achieve the number one position in only 
one year.’’) 

On the press of business: 

“For some years past a very interesting 
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ACCESSORIES 


for everybody and their bikes... 





Hondas. Also fit Z-1 Kawasaki and 
WHEELS OF MAN ends. White or black... 1.95 750 Yamaha, Move handle bats 
back to comfortable riding posi- 
tion without changing cables, 
brake hose or wiring. $16.95 


[We ship Worldwide | Worldwide DELUXE HELMET CHIN CUP Fully padded. Lock- nn —— 
We ship in lugs prevent slippage. Ends paneme (i HANDLEBAR EXTENDERS For all 


RAIN-PROOF CYCLE LUGGAGE 


A — Tank Bag — Straps to Gas tank; 
12”7x10”x5”. Topside map pocket 

and personal effects pouch. Heavy duty 
sling for take-along convenience. 

Red, Yellow, Blue, Black ...... $14.95 








AF-T-RELEASE 
for HELMETS 













— Stuffer Bag — 10” diameter, : 
I7 long. Holds two helmets Pee Quick release that works like a miniature 
and clothing. Travels securely. Š x 
Three-snap flap. Heavy duty 
slings. Red, Yellow, Blue, Black ...... $9.95 


C — Super Stuffer — 21” long, 

= 12” diameter. All features, plus 
ani linseed e “piggy back” pouch. 

SISSY BAR CARRY-ALL LUGGAGE Fits all bars, Red, Yellow, Blue, Black 













on-off in a jiffy. Double lined, heavy duty 13. 

vinyl, full zipper enclosure. Waterproof. 2- D — Ruck Sack — $13.95 E 

strap carry-handle, use as hand luggage. Adjustable straps, ‘i, 

22” high. Black or antique brown. $29.95 shoulder or back HONDA SWITCH-UP KIT Fits all Hondas, 
7 z emanate pack. Flexible Move ignition switch up. Do it yourself 


in minutes. With hinged protective cover. 
Mounting bracket, new switch, two keys 
and extended harness, List year and model. 
COMPIELELKI tavscsmngrrncormnsseercyes $19.95 


sides. 10/x12"x4¥4"", 
Overlapping flap for 
extra weatherability. 
Red, Yellow, Blue, 
Black $9.95 








“DO-IT-YOURSELF” 
TIMING & TUNING TOOLS 


4-VACUUM GAUGE SET 
For Honda & Kawasaki 
4 cylinder. With 4 con- 
trollable dampening ~ 
valves. For synchroniz- 

ing carburetors. $44.95 


Complete Cycle 
Luggage Set — 
Tank Bag, Super Stuffer, 
Ruck Sack in matching colors. 
Red, Yellow, Blue, Black $47.90 





HONDA FUEL SHUT-OFF LOCK. 
Prevents ride-off thefts. Lustrous 
chrome finish. Easy to install. 
With 2 keys. All Hondas thru ’74. 
$14.95 





6-12 VOLT CIRCUIT TESTER Checks accessory 
circuits. Finds faulty head & tail lignts, turn 
signals, fuses, etc. ; -$3.98 











Se 


VINYL COMP GRIPS GRAN TURISMO GRIP 
Minimize handlebar vibration. Vibration-free riding. For Honda. 
Slip over standard grips. Gold, Blue, Black or Red. 


Black only . Set of 2 — $3.49 Set of 2 — $2.98 











TIMING LIGHT 
& CONTINUITY 
TESTER For 
bikes without 
battery. Uses — 
two penlight 5 
batteries (not incl.) $6.49 





NEW! FUEL GAUGE Fits 
all Honda flip cap models; all 
years. Also Yamaha '’75’s (road) 
and Kawasaki ’75’s (road). Easy 
to install . $14.95 















SPARK PLUG & HI-VOLTAGE TESTER Locates 
dead or fouled plugs. Also for TV, radio, 
electronic equipment .... 3 $2.49 












TIMING LIGHT Super bright 
Xenon tube. Works off 6 or 12 
v battery. Unbreakable rubber 
nose, transistor circuitry. Burn- 












HEAVY DUTY  PLEXIGLASS SHIELD with de- 
tachable canvas apron. Full body protection. 
Universal mount chromed hardware, fits al- 






most all cycles. Inside snap-flap pocket for UNIVERSAL SADDLE BAGS Fit almost all bikes, over or out proof . essere $39.95 
coins, valuable, glasses, etc. Shield meas- under seat. Easily removable for carrying. Large ca- f Also available A.C. Plugs into 
ures 21” x 17”, 3/16” thick ............ $44.95 pacity. Durable Black or Brown Vinyl. NEW! GAS CAP LOCK For all Honda house current . $24.95 
Shield without apron... $39.95 Set of two $13.95 (Black or Brown Leather $19.95) flip cap models, all years. Can be 


used with new fuel gauge (Honda 


only). Heavy duty. 2 keys. Easy to FHONDALINES ; 
e Look an 2 keys $9195 i Apparel & Accessories 


Illustrated — many in FULL COLOR! 
g om p a ee E ee ee) es eee eee ee 
anywh 336 JERICHO TURNPIKE * 
as ou wee, | HONDA of MINEOLA ACAINN 
FREE with any order. P | (516) 248-5775 
PEIA NAME 
| ADDRESS 
|] CITY ——— STATE ZIP 
| Year iModel # Serial # 






NEW 1975 CATALOG 
















4-COLOR “WING” BACK PATCH 13” wide. 
Sky blue wing, red & metallic gold $356 
panel on black felt. .............. s 


TOFA 


2 COLORS ON WHITE Special! Set of 3....$2.95 
Many others shown in catalog 


NEW CYCLE SPAT Es 
No more ruined & 




















E 
BANKAMERICARD 





(Ist & 2nd 
SIZE] COLOR © choices) 
























shoes! Cycle rete 
protects against 


abrasions, scuffing, i 7 j 


cHaRGE E MASTERCHARG 








CREDIT CARD Number 


Exp. Date 


indenting. One size 
fits all. Genuine% 
leather, elasti 

straps. Extra strap $ s 2 
included. Black or mage ANG sett Visit our only retail location. 


Browne $3.38 FREE GIFTS to out-of-town visitors 












N.Y. State residents add 7% sales tax. 


$5 Minimum on Charge Orders 


Add 5% shipping 


















Parcel Post Special Handling & Divy 
$1.50 additional (optional) 





O M.0. encl. 
O Check encl. 


























A Quarter-Century of Cheers and Jeers 


Meat Loaf 

All the talk about oil temperature re- 
cently made me curious as to how hot 

my Dunstall Honda was running. 
| purchased a meat thermometer, which 
| dipped in the oil tank. The bike is operat- 
ing between roast beef and turkey. Is this 
normal? My buddy says meat loaf is ideal. 
John D. Fredericks 
Newark, Ohio 
(December, 1974) 


Skulker 
| was reading the paper this morning 
when | stumbled across the following 
news item. It really cracked me up, and 
| thought | would share it with you. It came 
from the Miami Herald. 

Joel Lazarus 
Miami, Florida 
(December, 1970) 
“The Midnight Skulker Strikes Again 
Naples, Italy—(AP)—He'’s known as 
‘Agostino the Madman.’ He does motor- 
cycle acrobatics, at midnight, in the 

teeming downtown center of Naples. 


“He did it again to the delight of several 
thousand fans, and the outrage of out- 
classed police who couldn’t catch his 
souped-up Ducati 125. 

“By the time the ‘motorodeo’—as Nea- 
politans have come to call Agostino’s 
midnight madness—was over, 13 people 
from the street and eight policemen had 
been hurt in clashes. Twelve Neapolitans 
were in jail on suspicion of disorderly 
conduct. 

“The midnight roar of Agostino's pow- 
erful machine down Via Roma, from the 
direction of the slums, where he presum- 
ably lives, signaled the start of the show. 

“The 17-year-old—that’s believed to be 
his age—zoomed along the streets and 
sidewalks, making great acrobatic leaps 
over curbs and steps. 

“Numerous police cars barreled into 
action to head off the cyclist. Thousands 
in the squares cheered wildly for the 
flashing youth. The riot police came out, 
and the street battle was on. 

“After an hour, Agostino streaked be- 
tween two police cars which tried to box 


him in, made what witnesses described 
as an offensive gesture, and disappeared 
down a side street.” 


No Potential 

Why don’t Goodyear and Firestone ad- 
vertise their motorcycle tires more in 
Cycle? Nearly everyone seems to be 

going for foreign tires. How come? 
Ned Stevens 
Atlanta, Georgia 
(July, 1964) 
Apparently G and F don't want foreign 
bike tire business as they advertise only 
in the A.M.A. Magazine, and their motor- 
cycle tire business is small. The foreign 
tire makers consider the U.S. motorcycle 
market a large one and advertise exten- 

sively.—Ed. 


Calvin 
The first time we saw Cal Rayborn he 
was dragging his elbows through Turn 5 
at Road Atlanta. Even before positive 
identification could be made, his style had 
(Continued on page 14) 





IT MAKES SENSE. 


Your cyde needs a 
cyde carburetor deaner! 
umout makes alot of sense. 


Get the carb cleaner that’s specially formulated 
for your cycle’s carburetor—GUMOUT! 

Get easier starts, a smoother-running engine and 
better mileage. Gumout Carb Cleaner was made for 
2 or 4 cycle engines. Use it in your tank, and use 
Jet Spray Gumout for direct cleaning action on your 
carburetor. Gets rid of gummy deposits fast. 
Gumout cleans right down to the metal. So it’s great 
for cleaning chains, too! Nothing is more right for 





your cycle. Get Gumout. 





cS. ý 
ve FUEL SYSTEM f fl! 
Deposits STA 


Pissorves ” 





Gumout, Cleveland, Ohio 44104 Siinse 


THE CARBURETOR CLEANER CLD THE BEST THERE IS! 


CIRCLE NO. 24 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 
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Evolution of a classic. 


A classic motorcycle doesn’t happen 
overnight. It evolves over weeks and 




















months and years. Triumph should know. 1917 T riumph Model H 

We began designing motorcycles at 

the turn of the century and built THROTTLE —two separate thumb-controlled 

our first in 1902. Many turned out to be levers, one for the air intake and one for fuel. 

classics — and we are justifiably GAUGES —50 mph speedometer, 
proud of them. <~ odometer, and trip odometer marked 
Meet two Triumph classics. R ay: in minutes to remind rider when 









to lubricate engine. 


GAS TANK — capacity 1% 
PA-45 gallons gas, 2 pints oilin ; 
„9s -== 369 separate compartment ' 
Be = with plunger pump 
for manual engine 
> . . 

ş | lubrication. 


ENGINE —550cc 

— >” «4 4-stroke, 4 hp single- 
«Cylinder Triumph with 

total-loss lubrication system. 





BRAKES—foot-operated NÁ 
\ rear drum brake, hand-opeẹērated=.. 
A) front rim brake. : 


1975 Triumph Ti60 x JA ELECTRIC STARTER—thumb-controlled effortless electric starting. 
Trident ta 


{ z X A, SWITCHES — clearly marked and conveniently 
RON frm, = \ positioned handlebar switch clusters. 


GAS TANK—choice of two sizes, 3% or 5 gallons, Also 
available in Yellow and White. 





DISC BRAKES~—Triumph-Lockheed hydraulic disc brakes 
now on both the front and rear. 


ENGINE — 750cc 4-stroke triple, slanted forward for optimum weight 
distribution, featuring a high-performance tuned exhaust system. 
CIRCLE NO. 31 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 


a Move up toa classic. ` E 
ae è ql [Pee ) ma. % 
Move up with TRIUMP® Horton, 
" Norton Tiumph Corporation, 2765 E. Huntington Dr, Duarte, Cal. 91010. Phone (243) 359-3221. ` 


Member Motorcycle Industry Council 

















They're here. The mighty machines. 
The new 1975 V-twins from Harley-Davidson. 

Those beautiful brutes that no one else builds. 

The ones with that special Harley-Davidson sound that’s 
music to your ears. 

XL-1000. Electric start. And really go. And its sidekick, 
the kick-start XLCH-1000. - 

FX-1200 and FXE-1200. All the power you need. 

One kick. One electric. 

FLH-1200. The ultimate. Mount up and move out. You're ten 
feet tall. Numero Uno. And everybody knows it. 

The V-twins are in. And they're at your Harley-Davidson 
dealer. Come on in and take a 
look. Talk about freedom! 





Harley-Davidson 


Harley-Davidson believes in safety first. Before you start out— 
put on your lights, your helmet—and watch out for the other guy. 


a aye Waeae ef SERIE LICL - riceGOm Machines, 
-CIRCLE NO. 26 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. [inner ros 


Member Motoroyéle Industry Council, 











ND. SPARKED BY 
REPUTATION 

















A WORLD-WIDE 


Honda. Yamaha. Kawasaki. And Suzuki. All of the biggest names in motorcycles use ND 
electrical parts. In fact we are the world’s largest producer. Chances are the bike youre riding . 
even came equipped with ND spark plugs because they're also the original equipment choice of 
most major motorcycle manufacturers. 

Every ND plug has standard built-in performance features. Like our special copper-glass 
seal to safeguard your engine from pre-ignition and overheating at high speeds. And a high 
purity alumina for better gas mileage. 

Our “Super Spark’ line offers a much wider operating range. Designed to heat up faster 
and get you out of the carbon and oil fouling range. And to stay cool and clean at high roms to 
prevent pre-ignition. A unique copper-cored nickel chrome alloy electrode is your assurance of 
super spark performance under any kind of riding condition. 





Our latest “Racing Gold” is ideal for racers and high 
performance bikes. The gold tip starts fast for a winning ride 
every time. 

Put the original performance back into your bike. Get the 
spark plugs that are backed by a world-wide reputation. 

Ask for ND. 





The world’s largest 
producer of electrical 
parts for motorcycles. 


Nippondenso of Los Angeles, Inc. 
857 East 230th Street Carson, California 90745 


CIRCLE NO. 60 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 
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SIMONT. 


TT 


HEAVY DUTY 


AUTOMOTIVE 
MOTORCYCLE 
WORKSHOP 


CAMPER 
POWER TOOL 


BICIE 
MOTOR BOAT 


SNOWMOBILE 


or just ye 
about any- = 
thing 





‘round the house 


CLEANER 
DEGREASER 


Available in 28 oz. spray gun container 
and 64 oz. refill wherever you buy auto 
parts and accessories. 


© MNP TEXIZE CHEMICALS COMPANY, DIVISION OF 
MORTON—NORWICH PRODUCTS. INC., GREENVILLE, S.C. 29602 
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LETTERS Continued from page 8 


set him apart. Every year thereafter, we 
would sit up in Turn 5 to catch his show, 
a combination ballet and cavalry charge. 
It’s always sad to lose a friend, but 
doubly so to lose one you've never met. 
Michael Knight 

Decatur, Georgia 

(June, 1974) 


He Calls It, “Thinking” 


| just read this month’s Cycle and it was 
really great. You've heard that before! 
One article, ‘‘The Sidecar Experience,” 
set me thinking. Instead of a sidecar on 
the side, put it behind and tow it. I'm 
probably not the first to have this brain- 
storm, but it seems like a good one. What 
do you think? 
Gary Meadows 
Cedaredge, Colorado 
(November, 1972) 
Good grief.—Ed. 


The Medium Is The Message 


Re: March 1971 Cycle Magazine test 
of 750cc Norton, P. 45, the word should 
be ‘‘pernickety”’ not ‘‘persnickity.”’ 

Ed Soltis 
Trenton, New Jersey 
(July, 1971) 

In reference to your article on Mert 
Lawwill and although it may be consid- 
ered (justifiably so) petty on my part, | 
feel it my scholarly duty as a punk Latin 
student at the U. of Chicago to advise 
you that the gerundive CARBORUNDUM 
is always passive in form and that a dative 
of agency must be used to express the 
person doing the sanding. Therefore, as 
| am certain you plainly see, the noun 
ILLEGITIMI, which you have cast in the 
nominative plural, should be in the dative: 
NON ILLEGITIMIS CARBORUNDUM. 
Having been advised of your gross negli- 
gence in this matter and having asked 
the gods for forgiveness (maybe by sacri- 
ficing a few accounting people at the 
altar), you should be free from the fear 
of any retributions from Latin gram- 
marians riding Cicero 650s through your 
Office. 

John Siple 
Chicago, Illinois 
(July, 1970) 
| hate to sound like a nitpicker and | 
know that a thousand other people are 
going to ask the same question, but why, 
in the picture of the Bridgestone 350 
Street Scrambler on page 50 of your May 
‘70 issue, is there a feather sticking out 

of the exhaust pipe? 
Dave Read 
Hood River, Oregon 
(July, 1970) 

Camping Out 
Editor: 

Enjoy your magazine very much. 
Thought you might get a kick out of this: 

This is an Indian on a Triumph. His 
name is Harley D. Panther. He is a Suzuki 
Hillbilly. When riding at top speed, the 
wind Velocette is very great. His Lightning 
Rocket speed is Matchless, except for his 


Sportster buddy's Norton Atlas who won 
the Triumph Highway Trophy. This Wild- 
cat Scrambler has traveled in Allstates. 
‘His girlfriend is Diana Ducati, who is 
a Benelli Sprite and a Honda Dream 
Touring Catalina. When they marry they 
will have a Zanella Bambina which they 
will name Garelli Junior. They hope he 
will grow up to play Suzuki Varsity, be 
an Allstate Sport, and eventually be a 
Ducati Cadet or a Hodaka Ace. 
Harold Elems 
Bowling Greens, Florida 
(November, 1965) 


Focus 
What's the big idea? For over two years 
I've been enjoying Cycle. So what's with 
the road impression on a Datsun pick-up 
in your June issue? When | buy a motor- 
cycle magazine | expect to read about 
motorcycles only. 
David McLaughlin 
Sarids, B.C. 
Canada 
(September, 1969) 
(Cycle published the above-mentioned 
piece in June of 1969, almost six years 
ago. We have not published an automo- 
tive article since.—Ed.) 


On Displacement 

How about doing a 750cc Comparison 
test? My choice would be the Moto Guzzi 
750. | wonder what your other readers 
would think to be the best. Lastly | would 
like a girlfriend in California. Hope you 

can help me by publishing my letter. 
Patrick Whalen 
Northumberland, England 
(August, 1971) 
A girlfriend in California and a 750 
Comparison Test. How about a 750 in 
California and a Girlfriend Comparison 
Test? Or a California Comparison Test 

and a 750 Girlfriend?—Ed. 


In the past, you have taken stands fa- 
voring the preservation of our environ- 
ment and the intelligent and responsible 
application of the sport of motorcycling 
in its relationship to the environment, and 
| have agreed. However, | must take ex- 
ception to the reply you gave an English 
reader, Mr. Patrick Whalen, who wrote to 
you for advice in the August issue. Your 
response concluded in recommending 
that Mr. Whalen get a 750 girlfriend. | 
object most strongly to this! You are 
openly advocating the use of a product 
extravagant and superfluous to the needs 
of its intended usage. This, in turn, 
creates an excessive drain on the envi- 
ronment, not to mention the owner. 

You should know better than this! 
Where is your civic concern? Who needs 
that much? Fortunately, gentlemen, mod- 
ern technology has enabled us to extract 
more results from less raw materials. For 
example, | have found that, given a proper 
warm-up, a 350 girlfriend will go just as 
far as a 750 girlfriend. 

Arthur Stevens 
Pomona, California 
(December, 1971) 
(Continued on page 133) 
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| ANNOUNCING THE CAMEL PRO SERIES '’75 


The richest motorcycle competition | 
in America. ee | 


CASTLE ROCK 
FAIRGROUNDS 
July 12 ; 3 | 


new YORK | 


FAIRGROUNDS 
$ Sept. 7 


VIGO COUNTY 


PEORIA FAIRGROUNDS DELAWARE 
MC GROUNDS Aug. 17 TOLEDO RACEWAY  SEZY FAIRGROUNDS 


Aug. 10 Sept. 13 June 14 





SANTA CLARA 

FAIRGROUNDS 
May18 
Sept. 21 


N 


INDIANA STATE 
FAIRGROUNDS 
D 


OHIO STATE 
FAIRGROUNDS 








LAGUNA SECA 
Aug. 3 


é& z June 2 
é k Louise DOWNS i | 


ONT, 
MOTOR SPEEDWAY Um, ROAD ATLANTA - 
Oct. 5 48 © June 


ASCOT PARK ies x 
July 26 } 
Sept. 27 


TEXAS STADIUM 
Apr. 12 


DAYTONA 
ASTRODOME i ; INTERNATIONAL 
. Jan.31-Feb. 1 Mar. 9 
N 








Camel Filter cigarettes proudly announces its sponsor- — 
ship of America’s richest professional motorcycle series: 
dame. WETO SON S (ca 
x The top riders and factory teams such as Yamaha, Honda, 


OF Harley-Davidson, Triumph- Norton, Kawasaki, and Suzuki 
p23 will be chasing over $800,000 in prize money. 


The series is sanctioned by the American Motorcycle Asso- 
ciation and includes all the events of the AMA Grand National 
Series. Short track. Tourist trophy. Road race. Half-mile. Mile. 
Look for the race in your area and watch your local newspaper for further details. 
Camel Filters and Motorcycle Racing. 


Theyre not for everybody 
(but they could be for you), 





Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 


: IA That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. 
-19 mag.“tar’, 1.3 mg. nicotine av. per cigarette, FTC Report OCT. 74. ; 














THIS SUZUKEY 
A WINNER 


TO FIND OUT WHAT YOU HAVE WON... 


Simply check your SuzuKey lucky number against those z= 
posted at your local dealer between April 15 and May 30. f \ 
Matching numbers win one of the great prizes Snowe sere MA 


Every number wins a handsome 
leather key ring. $1.25 value. FREE from all 
participating Suzuki dealers. 


YOU’RE A WINNER. | 
WITH SUZUKEY! | 


ST PRIZ You may have the key to this 1975 DATSUN 
NG BED PICK-UP TRUCK 


>.< for hauling your Suzukis! 

















Or the key to 

A WEEK FOR TWO AT 
THE LAKE GENEVA 
PLAYBOY CLUB 

A fantastic getaway. 
Includes round-trip air 
tickets, plus 6 nights 

& 7 days, 
accommodations 

and meals. 











RD PRIZE 


Or the key to this 
SUZUKI T-500 

Suzuki's biggest 
twin-cylinder machine. 
The Titan. A touring bike 
with incredible stamina. 
Design and performance 
reliability second to none 
in its class. 


PRIZE 





TH PRIZE 


, Or the key to this 
și — SUZUKI TS-75 











A versatile performer. 
And one of the most 


popular Suzukis ever a Se package. Lightweight and 
a made. Whether you oi easy to handle...just the 
ride in the dirt or on the street, the TS-185 Sierra right size for the junior rider. 


is an all-around outstanding performer. 


_,100 TREASURE CHESTS 


En Filled with Suzuki Accessories. Thermo Bag, 
ca Fuel Tank Bag, Tie Downs, Stroker Cap, Quick 
SSN Seal and many other handy accessories. 






tony 


200 SUZUKI JACKETS 


The perfect wind-breaker for cool evening rides. 
100% nylon taffeta, deep slash pockets, turn up collar. 
Water repellent. 





If your SuzuKey lucky number card has been removed, for a replacement. write SuzuKey Sweepstakes 
P.O. Box 2107, Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670. 


i SUZUKI 
U.S. Suzuki 
Motor Corp. 








sure thing. 


The Honda Trials 250 
and Trials 125. 
Of all types of motorcycle 
competition, perhaps none calls for 
more special skills than observed 
trials riding. Speed is of little concern 
to a trials rider because his 
challenge is to creep through 
an obstacle course that would 
be difficult even on foot. And 
to be a winner, he's got to 
stay aboard his motorcycle 
—all the while traversing 
rocks and boulders, 
easing across narrow 
logs, and covering 
stretches of terrain often 
more vertical than flat. 
And to earn maximum 
points, his feet must never 
touch the ground. 
















operator use on 
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Sammy Miller (inset) is that 
kind of a rider And Sammy rides a 
Honda TL-250 trials bike. The new 
TL-250 is a big brother to the 
highly acclaimed TL-125 trials bike. 
So what makes Sammy run on a 
TL-250? He simply thinks it's the 
best trials bike in the world — after 
all, he and Honda engineers designed 
it together. 

The TL-250 is powered by a 
248cc OHC four-valve, four-stroke 
engine. And because it's a four- 
stroke, its response is highly 
sensitive — important in the crucial _ 
demands of trials riding. All that 
power is delivered through a five- 
speed transmission, with gear ratios 
carefully chosen for the trials style 
of riding. Another item of prime 
importance in a trials bike is the 








front fork geometry, and in the 


. TL-250 the fork design is optimized 


for precise steering. 

The TL-250 is a light, strong 
bike, thanks to the extensive use of 
aluminum alloy components. Brake, 
air filter and ignition systems are 


` resistant to water and dust 


encountered in many trials courses. 
(Andin dirt riding, too, for the 
TL-250 promises to be a great 

trail bike!) 

Function dictates form in a 
trials bike — it must be slim to 
accommodate the stand-up stance of 
the trials rider. And this necessary 
slimness results in an elegant 
looking bike you'll be proud to 
be seen on. 

Since speed is not of the 
essence in trials riding, anyone can 
enjoy this fast-growing sport. 
Perhaps you'll want to try it. Or 
maybe you'll just want to take to 
the trails. Whatever your choice, the 
one choice that will be simple is 
choosing the Honda TL-250. 

That's a sure thing. 


HONDA 


Good things happen ona Honda. 





a 

"= s A 
@ Yellow Pagas Wrenearest dealer. 
i Š eo 


og Shs ate 


They can copy the looks. 
But they can’t copy the 
performance. 

There is one sure way to 
know you're buying 

the best. 

Get Hooker. 

Proven the best 

high performance 
exhaust systems 

in the world. 





Send Hooker $1.25 and they'll send you information on all 
their products. Including auxiliary gas tanks, air filters and the 
super fiberglass spoilers & fender flares for vans. Write Hooker 
at 1032 West Brooks Street, Ontario, California 91762. 


CIRCLE NO. 27 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 
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Look Here, Buy There 


Enduro Bag: A most useful complement 
to any trail or enduro rider’s needs is the 
Gold Belt bag from Simon Says. The en- 
duro bag is made of tough canvas and 
measures approximately 5” x 8”. Most 
enduro route cards slip snugly into the 
bag. The flap uses a Velcro fastener that 
permits easy opening and closing. The 
bag has an accordion-type center section 
that permits storage of other items such 





as sparkplugs, a cigarette pack or candy 
bar. The rear of the bag has a large full- 
width loop to permit placing it over your 
pants belt. Available from Simon Says, 
P.O. Box 69129, Los Angeles, CA. 90069. 
Suggested list price is $4.95 plus 50¢ 
postage. California residents add 6% 
sales tax. 

CIRCLE NO. 1 READERS SERVICE PAGE 


Repair for Smiths instruments: the ma- 
chine pictured above is a calibrator for 
speedometers and tachometers. Most 
British bikes have used Smiths instru- 
ments since 1930. Speedo-Tach Service 
can rebuild any chromometric or magnet- 
ic Smiths model. Overhauls include 
cleaning and lubrication, new paint (if 
needed) plus accurate calibration. You 





can also have your speedo converted to 
a tach, or vice versa. Overhaul or conver- 
sion costs $24.95. Calibration only is 
$14.95. All work is guaranteed and com- 
pleted on the day of receipt. Simply mail 
your instruments to Speedo-Tach Ser- 
vice, 317 E. Duell St., Glendora, CA. 
91740. Return postage is paid. 

CIRCLE NO. 2 READERS SERVICE PAGE 








Spray Lube Aid: The age of chain sprays 
has brought with it an ease in oiling but 
an increase in the mess left behind. 
Over-spray from chain lubes is a messy 
hindrance enjoyed by no one. Freedom In- 
dustries has developed a novel spray lube 
aid that is claimed to confine the lubrica- 
tion to the area of the pins and bushings, 





thus eliminating overspray and waste. The 
Chain Mother is simply held in place be- 
tween the link plates while the spray lube 
is injected into it. Suggested list is $1.00. 
Information available from Freedom Ind., 
13930 Stansbury, Detroit, Michigan 48227 
or call 313-273-6250. 

CIRCLE NO. 3 READERS SERVICE PAGE 


Venolia Piston Catalog: Currently available 
from Venolia is their catalog on motorcy- 
cle pistons, rings and piston pins. Venolia 
makes pistons for both four-stroke and 
two-stroke engines. Four-stroke pistons 
come in .020”, .040’, .060” and .080” 
oversizes. Compression ratios ranging 
from stock to 12:1 are available. Two- 
stroke pistons come in 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 





4th millimeter oversizes. They come in 
standard compression ratios only. Larger 
overbore and a stroker pistons can be 
made to special order. Piston rings and 
piston pins are also available. Catalogs 
are available from Venolia Pistons, 2160 
Cherry Industrial Circle, Long Beach, CA. 
90805 for $1.00. 
CIRCLE NO. 4 READERS SERVICE PAGE 
(Continued on page 27) 
CYCLE 





Some 20 years ago the idea of 
thinking small to beat the high cost of 
transportation turned a lot of heads 
around. And rightfully so. It was an 
idea whose time had come. 

But, today even thinking small can 
cost you plenty (we don't have to tell 
you about inflation). 

Today it's timely to take ‘thinking 
small'a step further. Now it's smart to 
think even smaller. About the size of a 


Think even smaller. 


Kawasaki motorcycle. 

Compared to car costs—price, 
mileage, and maintenance—a 
Kawasaki will let you ride through in- 
flation without bending your budget 
out of shape. 

Besides, on a Kawasaki we think 
you'll have a better time getting 
where you're going. During rush hour, 
ona weekend country ride, or a spin 
around town. 





So size-up a Kawasaki. By thinking 
smaller you'll get yourself low cost 
transportation and plenty of good 
times to boot. 

In times like this, that's some 


bargain. 
$995... 
Kawasaki 
lets the good times roll. 


Good times include riding safely. We recommend wearing a helmet and eye protection, keeping lights on and checking local laws before you ride. See Yellow Pages for nearest Kawasaki dealer. 
“Shown is the KZ-400/Special. $995 manufacturer's suggested list price excluding freight, dealer prep. state and local taxes. Price subject to change without notice. 
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“I dare anyone 
to lie down behind 


these instruments, 


take a few 

fast sweepers, and 
come out wanting 

any other machine. 
The BMW is 

that phenomenal.” 





The BMW R908. It is phenomenal. 

You can blast down a back road, or putter through ` 
a small town. You can keep up with the hottest super- 
bikes, or just coolly idle your way through city streets. 

No matter what you do on a R90S, you can doit » 
smoothly. 

Because the BMW R90S is a no-nonsense super- 
bike that has no “buts” about it. 

The flat twin engine delivers all the power you 
could ask for (top speed over 120 mph, and a quarter mile 
in 13 seconds) but it delivers it smoothly and quietly. 

The well-known BMW sealed-in-oil drive shaft 
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isn't going to strand you out in the middle of nowhere. 
The Germans have been using this design for over 50 
years: it's totally trouble-free, and will last as long as 
the bike. 

And with dual hydraulic discs in the front and a 
whopper of a drum in the rear, the R90S will pull you 
down to a stop with no nonsense, too. 

Because the R90S is so well built and so smooth, 
it'll last a lot longer than most other motorcycles. 

And because the R90S is so smooth, you'll tire a 
lot less, and last a lot longer riding it. 

The R90S. Super. And even more super for '75. 


With new ventilated discs, new human-engineered 
controls, more powerful electrics, an even more comfort- 
able seat, and exciting custom-colors: Silver Smoke and 
new Daytona Orange. 

The BMW R90S. We dare you to find out what a 
real superbike feels like. For more facts ` 
on the R90S and the full BMW line, 
write: Butler & Smith, Norwood, N.J. 
or Compton, CA. BMW Motorcycle 
Distributors, Toronto, Canada. 
European delivery plans available. 


Bavarian Motor Works 


50 years of building the world’s finest motorcycles. 
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NEWSLINE Continued from page 22 


Girling Gas/Oil Shock: Latest innovation 
in motorcycle rear suspension hardware 
is the GP-proven Girling gas/oil shock. 
Used by Heikki Mikkola and other works 
riders last year, this type shock is inverted 
to secure the heavier body to the frame 
and thus reduce unsprung weight on the 
swing arm. Because of the simplicity of 
the damping unit the shock body contains 
40% more oil than standard Girlings. The 
single-wall body conducts heat from the 
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oil to outside air quicker to improve cool- 
ing. The pressurized gas aids in prevent- 
ing oil foaming and permits the use of 
petroleum-based hydraulic fluid. Specially 
designed for forward-mount or lay down 
shock systems the Girlings come in three 
ranges of damping: soft, medium and 
hard. Prices are not yet available. Contact 
Joseph Lucas No. America, 30 Van Nos- 
trand Ave., Englewood, New Jersey 07631 


for further information. 
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Hi Point Boots: These are among the most 
comfortable motocross and enduro boots 
available. The Hi Point boots are made 
in Italy by Alpine Star. They are 16 inches 
high and feature quick fasten buckles that 
are free of rollers and snaps. Protecting 
the lower shin are tall steel plates. Metal 
toe strips arrest separation of the sole 





from the boot. Two sole types are avail- 
able: cleated for enduro and smooth for 
motocross. Sizes range from 5 to 13% 
(mens’ only). Suggested list is $67.95. 
Available from your Penton motorcycle or 
Hi Point Accessory dealer. Contact Pen- 
ton West, 9604 Oates Dr., Sacramento, 
Calif. 95827 for further information. 
CIRCLE NO. 6 READERS SERVICE PAGE. 
(Continued on page 132) 
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Bassani speaks out on noise. 


WE BELIEVE 
IN QUIET! 


We at Bassani Manufacturing are deeply concerned 
about unnecessary and excessive exhaust noise, that’s 
why in 1970 we were the first to stop making conven- 
tional expansion chambers and committed our efforts 
to the design and building of “Quiet Pipes”. And since 
then we continued to improve and perfect cycle 
exhaust systems to yield maximum performance at 
minimal sound emission. We have proven that a well 
engineered silenced exhaust system can perform as 
well or better than any loud exhaust. So there is no 
reason to run noisy exhausts on the street or on the 
track. Yet we still see cyclists with loud, noisy chopped 
and butchered mufflers or open exhaust pipes. If you 
are running a stock exhaust, KEEP IT STOCK! If you 
want an accessory exhaust system, buy a good 
reputable brand name, whether it is a Bassani system 
or someone else’s. Don’t attempt to remove the baffles 
or modify the system to increase the exhaust noise 
level. For motorcycling’s sake, KEEP IT QUIET! 



























Our business is making and 
selling QUALITY and QUIET 
EXHAUST SYSTEMS. 


Bassani. 


Manufacturing 
QUALITY & PERFORMANCE 
WITHOUT COMPROMISE 










Send 50¢ for brochure. 






3726 E. Miraloma, Dept. C, Anaheim, CA 92806 (714) 630-1821 


EVENT INSURANG 


Call or Write Today: o SPECTATOR o PROMOTER 
TOM ALLREAD, Vice President $ PRENSES > PRODUCTS 4 
E. BROOX RANDALL & SONS, INC. o nien scuooL MK ens 
LOS ANGELES CA Die IR SN 
(213) 462-2111 Ext. 250 


o PARTICIPANTS "INSURANCE FOR 
COMPLETE MOTORCYCLE EVENT ER rUREOsE 
LIABILITY & MEDICAL COVERAGE 
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Faster than a 
speeding bullet, 
able to leap tall 


buildings in a 
single bound. 


A super, synthetic lubricant 
for less than $2. 


Okay. Maybe Power Stroke won't really make your bike faster than a 
speeding bullet. But you will get stronger 2-cycle power with a lot less 
smoking, fouling, rusting or polluting. To some people that’s just as important 
as being able to leap tall buildings. 

Power Stroke mixes with gasoline, is completely soluble in mineral 
base injector oils. And, sells for under $2 a quart! 

If you're looking for stronger 2-cycle power and better engine 
performance, get Power Stroke. It’s a super deal. 







































E A 
a 3 a 
E 
E If you think our whole approach to - 
Power Stroke is a little corny. we'd like to 
E patch things up witn a free offer. E 
a A Here it is: Just send us this coupon with H 
E $ proof of purchase for a one quart size of 
A $ Power Stroke (a sales slip or cash register E 
g 5S y ¥ receipt) and we'll send you our “I'm a | 
E Power Stroker“ Patch. Free. A 
E ORC, ; Name__ & 
z (o) Torco Oil Company 
12247 Lakeland Road Address. | 
| WV Santa Fe Springs. a 
E California 90670 City State Zip 5 
& 
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THE MORE YOU 
KNOW ABOUT 


FAIRINGS 
THE MORE 
YOU'LL WANT 
A WIXOM. 








Fairings for Honda 500’s 
— 750 Fours and other 
popular street and 
touring mo- torcycles are 
the world’s best. They 


are carefully sculptured of fiberglass 
utilizing special resins which absorb 
vibration and shock. Stress areas are 
carefully engineered and reinforced. 
Our fiberglass is strong and it’s 
repairable. Beware of other so-called 
space age “wonder materials” that 
can’t withstand vibration. 





When Wixom introduces something 
new, it will be done right! Thousands 
of satisfied Wixom owners since 
1965 have told us their fairing has 
outlived their bike! 


When you find out the facts about 
fairings — you’ll want a Wixom. 


Write today for 
catalog and decal 
$7.00 ppd. 


WIXOM BROTHERS, INC. 
1637 East Burnett Avenue 
Dept. CM-475 
Long Beach, California 90806 
(213) 426-0485 










Mic 
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Formula Easy 


® A friend of mine used to contest the 
Thruxton 500-Mile race for production 
machines on a 500cc Norton twin, which 
embodied a multitude of sins. His ‘‘pro- 
duction” Dominator contained gear simi- 
lar in design and content to the famous 
Doug Hele-prepared vertical twin that 
lapped the Isle of Man at over 100 mph 
in 1961. My friend's Dominator was of- 
ficially illegal for production racing. In 
those days, production rules were sup- 
posedly strict and unequivocal, permitting 
the bare minimum of engine and frame 
modifications, although considerable re- 
working of ancillary parts could be carried 
out within the “interests of racing safety.” 
So production machinery soon took on 
the appearance of racing exotica. 

Exactly what turned under the bland 
exterior of the Dominator-cum-Domiracer 
was hidden away from prying eyes, but 
since it would demolish 650s on acceler- 
ation, the race-bred internals were rather 
well advertised. Luckily its legitimacy was 
never called into question. In the great 
tradition of vertical twin vibrators, relia- 
bility fell short of performance potential. 
Oil would seep from various joints. The 
fuel tank might split without warning, and 
mufflers be jettisoned. The Dominator 
invariably finished downfield, somewhat 
the worse for wear—wired, rather than 
bolted together. 

Uncovering the irregularities would 
have been unwelcomed all around. It was 
generally accepted that every top team 
manipulated the rules. Official protests 
were held in abeyance. The second-place 
team would only reveal their own crimes 
by exposing the wickedness of the win- 
ners. And the sins of the third team kept 
it mum—and so on. 

Inevitably, the Thruxton 500 took shape 
as an event to ‘improve the breed” and 
to demonstrate (to a sometimes doubtful 
public) the amazing reliability of ordinary 
road-going motorcycles and standard 
equipment. Yet no normal street bike won 
the first “500” event in 1955, nor in the 
following two years. BSA Gold Stars won, 
and the Goldies were nothing but out- 
and-out clubman racers. So the future 
pattern was set; the more sporting the 
basic specification, the greater the 
chance of victory. 

As time went by, the Thruxton orga- 
nizers revised the eligibility qualifications 
and altered the class structure. The 
straight capacity ratings (350, 500, and 
750) of 1955-57 became 350, 1000 Mul- 
ti-cylinder and 1000 Single-cylinder for 
1958. A 250 class was introduced in 1959, 
and the three-fifties met their doom the 








next year. From that date, the form settled 
to 250, 500 and 750 classes. 

Basic rules were straightforward; the 
foremost objective was to transform street 
bikes into machines which were safe at 
any reasonable racing speed. High per- 
formance or racing tires were soon en- 
tered on the mandatory list. To permit 
acceptable angles of bank, center and 
prop stands had to be removed, and ex- 
hausts and footpegs could be sited in less 
vulnerable areas. In deference to Japa- 
nese technology, decent English brake 
linings were permissible alternatives to 
the funny Oriental originals. Similar rea- 
soning allowed home-made air scoops to 
direct good English air into British cast- 
iron hubs of the agricultural type. In 
theory, engine performance could benefit 
only from removing air filters, and from 
unrestricted selective assembly. Most 
times, the theory failed to survive the 
practical transformation unsullied. 

The “500” blossomed as a Big British 
Twin benefit thanks to the rules and the 
moderate international appeal. Triumph 
and Norton 650s collected nine wins be- 
tween them in the 1958-69 period, losing 
out three times to a 592cc BMW (1959), 
a 646cc AJS twin (1960) and a 500cc 
Triumph Daytona (1968). In 1970, the 
seven-fifties arrived, in the shape of a 
works Commando, and ever after the 
‘‘500"’ was subjected to the No Substitute 
For Cubes law. 

If it was pure coincidence that Big Brit- 
ish Twins fitted Thruxton regulations to 
perfection, it was no surprise to discover 
the Continental reluctance to cooperate. 
English and European mainland produc- 
tion racing did not mix. The Thruxton 
organizers stood apart, and expressed 
horrified amazement at the outrageous 
Continental practice of allowing proto- 
types, thinly-disguised racers, and real 
racers with lights into production racing. 
Thruxton pointedly discouraged the Eu- 
ropean conception of production racing, 
although reluctantly accepting machines 
conforming to the FIM Sports Machine 
specifications (a formula never fully un- 
derstood or enforced). Even then, stigma 
was attached to racing a not-entirely- 
decent Sports machine ineligible for a 
“Thruxton Standard Machine Certificate 
of Performance.” Europeans had little 
stomach for exposing their liberated pro- 
duction machines to the risk of being 
declared illegal by Thruxton standards. 
Production racing, British style, became 
more and more estranged from the main- 
land European concept. Thruxton lan- 

(Continued) 
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Refreshing High-Speed Touring 
“Speed Line 983”? 


Speed Line 983 has superb road holding, 
steering and braking capabilities backed up 





by the technology of our racing-tire develop- 
ment experiences. 

It features an extra low profile 80 percent 
aspect ratio, special nylon cords and high- 
grip compounds, they assure stability when 
driving at high speed on freeways and high- 
ways. 


Approved by the American Motorcycle Association 





* SPEED LINE 983 (REAR) * SPEED LINE 984(FRONT) 


CPO. Box: 1842. TOKYO. 100-91 JAPAN Telex: YOKORUCO J24673 
THE YOKOHAMA RUBBER CO.,LTD. tse ses “waro 1000 tots 10 22-70 AVAILABLE: 410H18, 460H18, AVAILABLE: 360H19, 410H19 
LOS ANGELES REPRESENTATIVE OFFICE 1530 cnutcn ose Montebello Calif. 90640 Telephone. (213) 723-9691 410H19 


DISTRIBUTORS: 
ACCESSORY DISTRIBUTORS, INC. ANDERSON-KITTELSON DISTRIBUTORS, INC. HAP JONES DISTRIBUTING COMPANY HAWAII CYCLE SUPPLY, INC. 


175. FAIR ST. PALISADES PARK. NJ 07650 9120 GRAND AVE. SOUTH MINNEAPOLIS. MINN. 55420 2 CLINTON PARK. SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF 94119 973. COOKE ST. HONOLULU. HAWAII 96813 


K.K. MOTORCYCLE SUPPLY NICHOLS MOTORCYCLE SUPPLY INC. RACERS WAREHOUSE, INC. SELF CYCLE & MARINE DISTRIBUTORS 
431 EAST 3RD ST. DAYTON, OHIO 45402 4135 WEST. 126TH ST, CHICAGO (ALSIP). ILL 60658 5505 ENTERPRISE BLVD. TOLEDO. OHIO 43612 516 JEFFERSON BLVD.. TARRANT, ALA. 35217 
SUDCO SOUTH INC. : SUDCO INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION |= WHEELSPORT DISTRIBUTING CO. NICAN TRADING COMPANY LIMITED 

1376 SALFORD DRIVE. HOUSTON. TEX 77008 1824 E 22ND ST. LOS ANGELES. CALIF 90058 2053 N W UPSHUR PORTLAND. OREG 97209 BC. CANADA 
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~ Some very 


interesting facts 


on a rather 
boring subject: 

motorcycle 

insurance. 


Did you know that a specialized 
insurance policy from MIDWEST 
MUTUAL can save you money 
five different ways? 


Special discounts for trained 
riders, mature riders, and 
second cycle insured, as well as 


. flexible policy periods—6, 9, or 


32 


12 months—and Wintersave 


coverage suspension are all 
available 
And—did you know that 
MIDWEST MUTUAL insured 
more motorcycles than any other 
insurance company last year? 


That means we must have 
something going for us, right? 
Return the coupon below and 
we'll direct you to the MIDWEST 
MUTUAL agent nearest you. He 
can put all the interesting facts 
together for you, today! 


movi a MN 
INSUR E PANY 


Send me all the interesting facts 
on your motorcycle insurance. 


Name 


Address — ——— 


MIDWEST MUTUAL 
INSURANCE COMPANY 
One Corporate Place 
1501 - 42nd 
West Des Moines, lowa 50265 
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in certain areas. . 





guished as an amateur promotion; 
strangely satisfying to the rule-makers 
and three thousand or so Thruxtonites 
describing themselves True Enthusiasts. 
Across the channel, the Bol d’Or operated 
in the harsh world of commercialism, 
where levels of success and failure are 
assessed by the numbers of spectators. 

Rather than fall into the Continental 
ways, the authors of British production 
racing sought ways of giving it wider ap- 
peal. The 1967 Diamond Jubilee Isle of 
Man TT provided the opening. It had 
become depressingly obvious that all the 
TT prestige would disappear abroad, tight 
in the clutches of BMW, Honda, Yamaha 
and Suzuki. In a production class where 
British manufacturers were already sur- 
reptitiously engaged, British bikes could 
enter and win without massive outlay. 

The ACU accordingly sent out the invi- 
tations, accompanied by a trade-in offer. 
Namely, production rules would be liber- 
alized, allowing virtually anything in the 
special-component line, providing the 
components were listed by the manufac- 
turers as optional extras. The manufac- 
turers responded with voluminous lists of 
options, anything from foreign made 
twin-cam brakes to five-speed gearboxes. 
This tactic nailed down the privateer, 
since the manufacturers made certain 
that special parts never reached outlets. 

Over in the Isle of Man, a measure of 
poetic justice saw the ACU’s glad-hand 
savaged by a foreign factory that read 
the rules, obeyed the letter, dismembered 
the spirit, and left the ACU utterly embar- 
rassed. In the 250cc production class the 
one-two Bultacos wore undisguised deci- 
bel levels. Cheating? No! Bultaco had 
listed resonance pipes as optional extras, 
and could prove it by a homologation 
certificate supplied by the Spanish feder- 
ation. Yet in the same TT, Honda riders 
were handicapped with standard, small- 
capacity fuel tanks, because Honda 
would approve nothing else. 

Although the rules were clearly anoma- 
lous, no great clean-up operation started. 
Purists blindly continued to laud produc- 
tion racing as the only activity left in a 
wicked commercial world where true 
sportsmen could compete on equal terms. 
But in reality, production racing was dying 
the slow death, strangled by ineffective 
rules and no international unamity. 

In Europe by the early 1970s, the 
‘‘pure-bred’’ production machine had 
slumped with the emergence of the new- 
generation Bol d’Or racer, the French 
Japauto 1000cc big-bore ‘‘CB-750"’ fur- 
nished with every long-distance race aid 
conceivable. And with a growing number 
of European circuits promoting Formula 
Free’n Easy, the new style production 
racing was ready to take off. Only the FIM 
could mess it up. 

The FIM tried. Intent on demonstrating 
its complete insulation from realism, the 
FIM ruled that the 1974 Coup d’En- 
durance series would be restricted to 
machines complying with the latest pro- 
duction specification (a formula the FIM 
had somehow picked up from the ACU). 
And if the promoters didn’t approve the 


idea they could bloody well suffer the 
consequences of operating without the 
glorious Coup d’Endurance seal of ap- 
proval. Everybody operated outside the 
series. The Bol d’Or, the Barcelona 24- 
Hours, and divers imitations went ahead 
as conceived, pet prejudices and local 
peculiarities intact. Even Faithful-Forever 
Thruxton abandoned the production- 
machine format, throwing the “500” (re- 
cast as the 400-mile Powerbike Interna- 
tional ’74) open to every type of machine 
up to 1300cc. A H2R Kawasaki won 
Thruxton '74. The FIM cancelled the 1974 
Coup d’Endurance. 

Defeated, the FIM about-faced to an- 
nounce a brand new formula (and a Coup 
d’Endurance) for 1975. Actually, they 
hadn't spent long brain-wracking hours 
in secret debate to devise a grand new 
conception of a production racing ma- 
chine. They merely assumed that the pro- 
moters knew best, and consequently 
adopted Formula Free’n Easy in entirety. 
If they experienced difficulty (and they 
probably did) defining the formula to 
everybody’s total satisfaction, they wrig- 
gled out by muttering something about 
“prototypes are now eligible for produc- 
tion machine racing.” The euphemism 
seeming covers the fantastic Godier/ 
Genoud Kawasaki 1000—a Z1 engine 
packed with performance parts, housed 
in an Egli frame and running on special 
suspension, wheels and brakes. 

Bol d’Or and Barcelona over the years 
have successfully operated on the fringes 
of FIM guidelines. (Barcelona conformed 
to FIM Sports/Production requirements, 
but instigated a prototype class wherein 
lay the main interest.) The Bol d’Or simply 
ignored specifications in favor of accept- 
ing anything on two wheels. These Euro- 
24-Hour affairs avoided the miseries of 
one-make monopoly and the burden of 
big-manufacturer domination. 750cc La- 
verdas, in recognizable standard trim, 
have taken the winning flag. An un- 
abashed racing prototype 360cc Bul- 
taco has collected too. BMW, Japauto, 
Triumph, Kawasaki add to the roll. Dave 
Degens and his London-brewed Dresda 
clobbered the big boys on one joyful oc- 
casion. But for 1974, Kawasaki engines 
clamped firm control on the racing. 

Maybe Kawasaki-powered vehicles will 
continue to dominate in 1975. But others 
are seeking a share of the glory. (It’s 
strictly glory for the riders, as money re- 
wards are pathetic). Yamaha is set to 
enter the fray with TZ700s, and Yamaha 
have a winning habit. Suzuki says the 
opposition will be in a whirl when they 
bump against the RE5 rotary. BMW prom- 
ises aid and special racing parts to se- 
lected teams. And there are many more 
Honda, Laverda, Kawasaki and Ducati 
offshoots to keep interest alive. 

If it fails to work well, the promoters 
will surely come up with something that 
does. And if there’s a lesson in all this, 
it's that success comes to those who give 
the public what they want—not what re- 
mote governing bodies think they should 
have. 

—Jim Greening 
CYCLE 








High Alumina 
Ceramics— 
gives better heat 
dissipation and 
electrical 
insulation. 


Nickel Alloy Tip— 


gives longer life. __& * 








Ribs— 
eliminate flash 
- OVer. 


More Gaskets — 
insure a 


) better seal. 


Deep-seated 
Copper Core— 
gives wider 
heat range. 


More Space 

and Meyite (tay (eky- Fe 
— prevents fouling 

and misfiring. 


All the good stuff in NGK 
spark plugs adds up to one 
thing: more go. That 
includes easy starting out 
on the trail on cold morn- 
ings, resistance to load up 
and high speed misfire. And 
like our slogan says: A long 
and zappy life. 

The copper core’s at the 
heart of it. Copper dissi- 
pates heat about five times 
faster than conventional iron 
core plugs. And you know 
how copper conducts elec- 
tricity. 

A long-nosed insulator with 
a swirl-clean tip burns off 
carbon and fights fouling. 
High grade ceramic and a 
special nickel alloy. tip. help 


keep NGKSs firing for extra- 


miles. 


MOST BIKES COME WITH NGKS 
BECAUSE THEY GO. 





With a wide heat range that 
delivers top performance in 
all weather and driving con- 
ditions, it’s no wonder that 
NGK spark plugs are first 
choice as original equip- 
ment in Japanese bikes. 
Ditto in a great majority of 
all bikes sold in North Amer- 
ica. Plus being the top sell- 


: ing Japanese plug in the US 


and Canada, and the fore- 
most plug made in Japan. 

A world-wide track, road 
and trail record for durabil- 
ity makes NGKs ideal for 
your kind of riding. Put a 
new set of standard or slim 
tip V-type NGKs.in your road 
or dirt bike today. Especially 
if its On one of the few that 
didn’t come with NGKs in 
the first place. 






FOR A LONG AND ZAPPY LIFE 
NGK SPARK PLUGS (U.S.A.), INC. 
EFARK 12511 Beatrice Street ! 


Los Angeles, CA 90066 ~* 
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Tips 





TX 500 Yamaha 


® My personal tips concentrate on expe- 
riences with my ’73 TX 500 Yamaha, and 
my background with the Volkswagen or- 
ganization. 

TX 500’s start hard with the electric 
starter because they have 10,000 ohm 
resistors in the connectors on the spark 
plugs. Substitute the 1,400 ohm resistors 
found on 411 Volkswagen #2 cylinder, 
part number ZVW 504403. Your 500 will 
then leap to life cold, hot, or wet and still 
not put lines in the color TV. 

All of Japan’s bikes are notorious for 
poor horns. Volkswagen sells a beautiful 
set of LOUD chrome Bosch electric horns 
called Fanfare horns, part number ZVW 
123-404. The horns are so loud they bark, 
but in harmony. The box contains a relay, 
several pieces of heavy, cadmium-plated 
brackets (if you would rather not drill and 
mount them on the crash bars as | do) 
and a wiring harness that with slight mod- 
ification gives the job a factory-installed 
look. | have nine sets of the horns out 
in the area on a Harley, Moto-Guzzi, BMW, 
Honda, and Yamaha—all with 14ah or 
larger batterys. 

Yamaha continues to sell bikes with red 
rear turn signals. Amber lenses are 100% 
legal and can be distinguished far better 
at a distance from the brake light. | went 
one better on my TX 500 and put double 
filament bulbs and sockets in my rear turn 
signal housings. The bright filament natu- 
rally is the turn signal. The dim filaments 
are wired to the brake light. The result 
gives one normal tail light. When braking 
both signal lights glow amber at half bril- 
liance in addition to the normal red brake 
light. Amber tail lights are not legal; stop 
and turn signals are. 

I've stumbled onto a dandy little electric 
compressor for flat tires. Every "74 VW 
camper comes with a “Space Saver” 
spare tire and a nifty little electric com- 
pressor that plugs into the cigarette 
lighter. The case for the compressor is 
a little bulky but stripped down to the guts, 
it is just an electric motor with what looks 
like a model airplane engine at one end 
and a long filler hose. Change the ciga- 
rette light plug to alligator clips and 
presto, it fills tires and automatically stops 
at 30psi. The compressor is made by 
Coleman. 

Allan J. Weseman 
Lockport, New York 
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Tubes 

| have found a couple useful ideas in- 
volving old bicycle innertubes. 

On long enduros, Baja runs, etc. one 
may feel the need to carry a spare chain. 
Simply cut a piece of innertube long 
enough to put the chain in, with two 
inches extra on each end. Then tie off 
both ends. This allows you to carry a 
pre-oiled chain without attracting dirt. 
Then fasten it to the handle bars or frame. 

To keep water off your sparkplug, cut 
a piece of innertube long enough to over- 
lap the plug cap by one-half inch and 
touch the surface of the cylinder. Tighten 
the tube to the plug cap with a cable tie. 
This should completely cover the plug and 
provide a fair waterproof seal. It will also 
keep dirt away from the opening when 
changing plugs. 

Rick Rennie 
Cadillac, Michigan 


| have a few basic tips for those readers 
interested in Yamaha R5, DS7 and RD- 
350 motorcycles. 

First, a nice thing about these Yamahas 
is the easily serviced aircleaner located 
under the seat. Unfortunately the airbox 
only admits air through a small slit in the 
back. Air flow can be increased by re- 
moving the cover, and drilling several 
holes (approximately %4-inch to %-inch). 
Sand with medium grade sandpaper, 
clean, and spray-paint black. Replace and 
you're back in business with an engine 


which will draw air a lot easier. 

Second, here's a tip especially for R5C 
and DS7 owners. These bikes are the only 
350 Yamaha models with front turn-sig- 
nals mounted on the top of the forks. My 
R5C had this little habit of cracking the 
front turn-signal brackets during sus- 
tained highway use. The signals would 
suddenly be dangling from their wires 
after two or three thousand miles. 

The simple-but-dumb solution, ob- 
viously, is to replace the old brackets with 
new ones. However, this approach is ex- 
pensive, and it’s not as simple as it looks. 
In fact, it’s downright time-consuming 
because you must hassle with the com- 
pressing the fork springs in order to re- 
place the caps atop these springs. Be- 
sides, you'll be doing the same thing 
again after a couple thousand miles, be- 
cause you haven't dealt with the real 
problem. My solution alters the frequency 
at which the brackets vibrate, and the new 
frequency doesn’t do damage. Reinforce 
the brackets with approximately Y%-inch 
of any good epoxy glue. Put it on the 
inside of each bracket. Cracking should 
never occur again. 

Eddie Meili 
Alberta, Canada 


No Fog 
For an inexpensive way to keep your 
faceshield from fogging, cut a slice off 
a raw potato and gently rub it across the 
shield. This leaves a protective coating 


(Continued on page 38) 
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Come for You'll stay 
the filter. for the taste. 
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A lot of good taste 
_ that comes easy 
through the Micronite filter. 


Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. $ 
3 Sec oe oak eee Romie ens 18 mg.“tar, 1.2 mg. nicotine av. per cigarette, FIC Report Oct.'74. 














GET UP ON THE PEGS OF A TS-250 
AND LOOK FOR A STEEP HILL TO CHARGE. OR FIND AN OPEN 
HIGHWAY AND RACE THE SUN TO THE HORIZON. 


You pick it. Road or rough, the 
TS-250 loves it all. 


Low-end torque for the dirt. 
18.8 ft/lbs of torque at 5,500 rpm. 
That's a lot of push up a hill. A lot of pull 
through mud and sand. A lot of power 
any way you want to use it. 
A big 21-inch front wheel and 
almost 10 inches of ground clearance 
let you step over the rough stuff. 
Bead stoppers keep your knob- 
bies from twisting. Rugged 
enduro forks and 5-way 
adjustable shocks keep it 
all under control. 
You get pointless 
electronic ignition (PEI) 
for hotter spark, less 
plug fouling. And the 
primary kick starter 
lets you start in any 
gear. 

The flexible 
polypropylene front 
fender sits up high 
so mud won’t cake 
up over the tire. The 
muffler is pulled up 
and tucked in out of 








your way. And the tripmeter ticks off-the 
miles to show you how far you've gone. 


Top-end speed for the road. 

At 6,500 rpm, you develop 22 
horsepower—enough to cruise without 
effort at 55 mph. With plenty of passing 
power in reserve. 

Shift it up, sit back and give it 
some throttle. The 
Crankcase Cylinder Injec- 
tion system (CCl) makes 
sure the engine gets the 
right mix of gas and oil. 
Automatic. You don't 
do anything. 

Hi-low beam head- 
lights. Big brake light. Turn 
signals, speedo, tach, 
dual mirrors. You even 
get a flip-up gas cap 
that locks. 

And on top of every- 
thing else, the engine has 
a warranty for 12 months 
or 12,000 miles. * 


A lot of machine for your money. 
The bottom line of it all is that the 
TS-250 can go just about anywhere 


10.8 Hp — 8.43 ft/ Ibs 
torque — 3-way adjustable shocks 





17 Hp — 13.0 ft/Ibs 
torque — PEI 


you want to go. It gives you a lot of fun, 
a lot of freedom, for your dollar. 

* Suzuki warrants internal parts of 
the cylinder head, block and transmis- 
sion for 12 months or 12,000 miles. Just 
comply with Owner's Manual instruc- 
tions: mail registration to Suzuki within 
48 hours and receive service checks 
from a Suzuki dealer at 750, 2,000 and 
every 2,000 miles thereafter. 


Get a closer look at the TS -250 at your Suzuki 
dealer. While you’re there, see all our enduros. 





12.7 Hp — 9.64 ft/lbs 
torque — 5-way adjustable shocks 





o 
33 Hp — 28.8 ft/ lbs 


torque — PE! 
U. S. Suzuki Motor MEMBER 
Corporation, Dept. Mic) 
4062, Santa Fe 
Springs, Calif. 90670. (SUZUKI 





Ride safely: wear a helmet, eye protection, and appropriate riding apparel. 
CIRCLE NO. 46 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 


that will keep your shield from fogging 
even during a heavy rain. 
| hope this is a helpful tip. It always 
works for me. 
Shawn Washinko 
Fairfax, Virginia 


Jumper Cables 


Today | got home after a long walk. The 
battery on my Yamaha died. 

| got to thinking, regular jumper cables 
won't fit, so how am | going to start this 
thing? j 

| thought of another place on a car that 
gives off juice other than the battery. The 
lighter. 

So I rigged up my own version of jumper 
cables: a pair of alligator clips and an auto 
lighter plug with cord. 

Just plug into the lighter and connect 
positive to battery and negative to an 
engine fin. Rev the car and start the bike. 

E. B. Fitzgerald 
Richmond, Virginia 


Instruments 


Owners of Japanese, and maybe other, 
bikes seem to be plagued with a problem 
of short-lived instruments; this is particu- 
larly true if the machine is a shaker, or 
if it is frequently ridden hard. The problem 
is that the sealed speedo and tach units 
incorporate a lubricant which is not as 
permanentas the manufacturer would like 
to believe. After several thousand miles, 
the instrument will start buzzing, the 
needle will jump around the dial, and soon 
stop registering altogether. Usually this 
means that the rider must either fake it 
without instruments, or shell out for 
ever-costlier new units. 

There is another solution, which | and 
several other riders have used with suc- 
cess. When your tach or speedo starts 
showing symptoms of failure (usually the 
needle will get jumpy, or a buzzing sound 
will be heard), drill a small hole in the 
stem of the instrument just above the 
threads where the cable is attached. 
About a 1/16-inch hole will do fine. Using 
a squirt can, aerosol can, eye-dropper, 
or whatever’s handy, inject a small 


amount of lubricant into the interior of the 





instrument through this hole. Almost any 
lubricant will do—oil, graphite, whatever’s 
handy. If you’re fussy, you can then plug 
the hole with a piece of rubber, the stub 
of a toothpick, or a hunk of tape, but I’ve 
never bothered plugging it at all, and it 
seems unnecessary to do so. 

You should notice that the instrument 
will stop its erratic behavior almost at 
once, and will operate properly for any- 
where from a day or two to a month or 
more. When it starts acting up again, just 
squirt another glob of lubricant into the 
hole. This process can be carried on 
indefinitely, and will prolong the life of the 
instrument for several times what could 
otherwise be expected. Accuracy seems 
unaffected, although small amounts of 
fairly thin lubricants would probably be 
a good idea to insure accuracy, since 
large amounts of thick goop might foul 
up the mechanism of some instruments. 

Make sure to drill the hole as far up 
the stem, towards the instrument’s bottom 
plate, as can be easily reached, so as 
to be sure to get past the sealed area 
where the cable enters the instrument. 

The whole operation can be completed 
in minutes without removing the instru- 
ment from the bike, and the only tool 
required is a drill and bit. Since the in- 
strument is already acting squirrely, you 
have nothing to lose by trying it, and you 
might delay a twenty to fifty dollar re- 
placement cost for a whole season or 
even more. 

The example that comes to mind is an 
old Honda 450 that | once had, which 
wore out both tach and speedo about one 
set per three to four thousand miles. This 
trick kept its last set of instruments work- 
ing for over fifteen thousand miles after 
they’d started to fail, and they still worked 
when | sold the bike. 

Michael Morrissey 
Easthampton, Maine 


British Leaks 


| own a BSA 250 single which used to 
leak like a sieve. But after living with this 
motorcycle | have discovered how to keep 
British bikes from this fault. 

1) Go down to your local auto parts or 
hardware store and pick up a tube 
of 3M Super Weatherstrip Adhesive, 
Part No. 8001 or 8000. Put this any- 
where a gasket should go where it 
could leak, except the head gas- 
ket (for a sealer there, use Copper 
Coat). Example: if your chain case 
cover leaks, take it off and clean off 
all the old sealer and goop. Apply 
the sealer, then take a piece of sew- 
ing thread and lay it on the sealer, 
around the cover. The thread keeps 
the sealer from squishing out around 
the cover, so it looks better. This 
idea | guarantee will stop all leaks. 
| have 12,780 miles on my BSA. It 
doesn’t leak but my friend’s Honda 
250 does. Funny, is it not? 

John Van Ryker 
Sacramento, California 
(Continued on page 127) 











CAN-AM 
DISTRIBUTORS LIST 


United States 


ELLIOTT & HUTCHINS 
East Main Road 
MALONE, New York 12953 


(New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, 
Delaware, Maryland) 


TIMBERLAND MACHINES 

10 North Main Street 
LANCASTER, New Hampshire 
03584 (Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont) 


CRAIG TAYLOR EQUIPMENT 

733 Whitney Road 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska 99501 
(Alaska) 

BOMBARDIER CORPORATION 

325 South Lake Avenue 

DULUTH, Minnesota 55802 


(All other states) 


Canada 


BOMBARDIER (QUEBEC) 
1350 rue Nobel 


BOUCHERVILLE, Quebec 
(Province of Quebec) 


BOMBARDIER (ONTARIO) 

28 Currie Street 

BARRIE, Ontario (Province of Ontario) 

ATLANTIC SKI-DOO 

P.O. Box 670 

SHEDIAC, New Brunswick 
(Maritimes) 

BROOKS EQUIPMENT 

1616 King Edward Street 

P.O. Box 985 

WINNIPEG, Manitoba 


(Manitoba and Saskatchewan) 


TRACT EQUIPMENT 
14325, 114th Avenue 


EDMONTON, Alberta (Alberta) 


ALPINE DISTRIBUTORS 


P.O. Box 159 
VERNON, British Columbia 


(British Columbia) 


To find out the 
name of your 
nearest Gam- 
dealer, contact 
the distributor 
in your area. 


Who cares 


if CAN-AM‘ spells value ? 


You should! 


IF YOU UNDERSTAND THAT: CAN-AM* firmly believes in 
spending money to give you engineering excellence. 
A no-nonsense rotary-valve engine doesn’t come cheap — especially 
if it’s only 10 inches wide — when its unique induction system permits precise 
inlet timing for high horsepower over a broad power band. 
A rugged transmission featuring quick in-gear starting. No chassis 
is worth its weight in high tensile steel unless it boasts extreme 
rigidity with a large diameter tapered backbone, perfect 
triangulation and the engine forming an integral part of the frame. 
All the smoothest torque and power curves in the world mean nothing 
if your motorcycle doesn’t handle. CAN-AM* gives it to you — long-travel 
rear suspension — adjustable steering head — improved chain geometry 
by using the swing-arm pivot bolt as the rear engine mount. 
An injection system is vital to feed undiluted oil directly to critical 
crankshaft bearing and provide lubrication to the rotary valve 
and cylinder wall. 
Making use of virtually indestructible, high density polyethylene 
for fenders and fuel tank is safe and functional. 


INDEX OF PERFORMANCE: Beat the “cc” habit! — Learn about performance. 
— Divide the weight of your motorcycle by its usable horsepower. — The resulting 
power to weight ratio indicates how many pounds each horsepower has to carry. 


That’s what INDEX OF PERFORMANCE is all about. Lafi-dsii 
That’s why CAN-AM* SPELLS VALUE! 
_ CIRCLE NO. 18 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. motorcycles by bombardier 


*Trademark of Bombardier Limited. All rights reserved © Bombardier Limited. Nov. 74 BOMBARDIER LIMITED, VALCOURT, QUEBEC, JOE 2L0,CANADA. 





® Over the past decade Honda has whit- 
tled out some amazingly successful mo- 
torcycles. Three have been quite con- 
ventional in design—Honda’s 350 twin, 
90cc horizontal single and the 125cc ver- 
tical single. These sales classics have 
done nothing very well except sell in phe- 
nomenal numbers. 

Honda continues to roll ageless four- 
strokes off. the assembly line at the rate 
of one every 20 seconds. When com- 
bined, Honda’s trio of sales leaders has 
placed a total of 1.5 million motorcycles 
in American garages since 1959. Of the 
trio, the 125cc vertical single is the most 
recent. As originally introduced five years 





ago, the SL 125 was an inexpensive street 
bike with boring performance and incred- 
ible reliability. And these qualities are 
strong in the new XL 125. 

Understanding what the XL-125 does 
and doesn’t do well will save interested 
buyers future disappointments. Honda’s 
XL-series machines encompass their 
four-stroke single trail and enduro type 
bikes. The XL 125 falls short of delivering 
off-road performance like the Penton, Can 
Am or even the Kawasaki KS 125. The 
11.14 horsepower engine just can’t pull 
the XL around with gusto. 

On the other hand, the XL 125 offers 
low operating costs, dependability, quiet- 





ness and cleanliness—things that more 
spirited two-strokes don’t have. And the 
.XL is the only.four-stroke in the vast field 
of 21 different 125cc trail and enduro 
bikes. If you don’t like two-strokes, mixing 
oil and gas, wet fouling spark plugs, seiz- 
ing pistons and other smokey side-effects 
of the ring-dings, then the Honda XL is 
your only choice. 

By two-stroke standards, the XL 125 
engine is a maze of complexity. The en- 
gine assembly, comprised of 232 parts, 
is still modern in every respect. All alumi- 
num castings house an overhead cam- 
shaft and an all-bearing supported crank- 
shaft and transmission. Wet sump 


lubrication uses the same oil bath to coat 
both the engine and transmission parts 
with 1.6 quarts of 10W 40 weight petro- 
leum. The trochoid oil pump drives off the 
crankshaft pinion gear and pushes lubri- 
cant to the crankshaft, camshaft and 
transmission. A centrifugal filter is 
mounted on the crankshaft end. 

The engine remains externally identical 
to the original SL models. Internally the 
entire valve train has been modified for 
greater power with the same Honda de- 
pendability. The rest of the engine is sub- 
stantially unchanged. 

Improvements in the breathing system 
let the XL 125 develop approximately 10% 


more power than its predecessor. In order 
to house larger valves the seats have 
been moved further apart. The exhaust 
valve diameter has been enlarged 1.5mm 
and the intake is 2.5mm bigger. Because 
the same valve angle has been retained, 
the distance from the camshaft center has 
increased and therefore the rocker arm 
length is 1.4mm greater than the SL 
model. Combined with increased cam- 
shaft lift, longer rocker arms push the 
valves further into the combustion 
chamber. The exhaust valve lift is up 
0.8mm and the intake is 0.3mm more. In 
order to decrease flow resistance, shorter 
valve guides have been pulled up out of 




















PHOTOGRAPHY: LARRY WILLETT ( 


42 





ara) = 


Fork is one of the best-functioning among small bikes. Instru- 


ments, horn and lights are heavy and detract from stability. 


LOR), DAVE HOLEMAN 
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Downswept exhaust flows better but is still quiet. A new kick arm stays clear of the rider’s leg. Under the air box is a small tool can. 





the ports. Finally, cam timing has been 
changed and both valves open five ce- 
grees sooner and close five degrees later 
for longer duration. 

The major improvements in the internal 
breathing system are aided by a larger 
carburetor and more efficient muffler. The 
tiny 22mm Keihinwas replaced with a 
larger 26mm venturi mixer. The exhaust 
system is all new; it includes a built-in 
spark arrestor. 

When Honda re-issued the 125 as a trail 
bike rather than a street machine, off road 
accouterments took the place of road 
trim. The high plastic front fender and 
mud flap come from the MT 125 two- 
stroke enduro. The rear fender is also 
plastic. The seat and Elsinore-style steel 
gas tank come indirectly from the two- 
stroke enduro bikes. Also from the MTs 
are the handlebars, levers, controls, in- 
struments and fork assembly. A final trail 
touch is the inclusion of the block pattern 
trials-type tires. 

To the inexperienced eye the XL 125’s 
decor says trail. In fact, however, the bike 
possesses better street than off-road 
qualities. The new chassis is more slender 
than the SL running gear but it’s still 
heavy and quick-steering. The cumber- 
some weight, slow acceleration, skittery 
tires and terrible rear damper units will 
keep riders away from any but easy, 
hard-packed trails and roads. 

For a small bike the XL 125 is comfort- 
able. Location of the hand controls is 
proper, the spring-loaded folding foot 
pegs are correctly placed, and the long 
solo saddle remains comfortably firm. 
Overall comfort for tall and short riders 
alike is superbly compromised. The 32 
inch saddle height allows all but sub-5'6” 
riders to touch the ground easily. 
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A full complement of street necessities 
come on the XL 125. Turn signals are 
rigidly affixed to the headlamp ears and 
rear frame member. The large tail light 
sits high on the rear fender and places 
the license vertical to the ground. Instru- 
ments include an 80-mph speedometer 
with an enduro tripmeter and a 12,000- 
rpm tachometer. High beam, turn and 
neutral indicator lights are bright and 
visible. The headlight glows only when the 
engine is turning the six-volt AC genera- 
tor. The ignition key is located under the 
left side of the gas tank. 

As expected, cranking the engine 
through requires minimal effort. Cold 
starts require closing the choke butterfly 
fully and three swift kicks. The XL 125 
engine is cold-blooded and the choke 
must be flipped open in gradual stages 
over a five to ten minute warm-up period. 
The tachometer needle climbs at an 
even rate to its 9500 rpm redline. There’s 
almost no engine noise, and the exhaust 
rap is nothing more than a rapidly muted 
putt-putt-putt. 

Engine response in all gears is gradual; 
there’s no surge at any point. First gear 
is relatively low and permits poking along 
comfortably on flat or slightly graded ter- 
rain. A moderate jump to second gear 
taxes the engine in sand or on grades. 
The first-to-second span gives no trouble 
on street or hard-packed dirt roads. Equal 
spacing between second, third and fourth 
enables the bike to accelerate smoothly 
up to 45 or 50 mph. Fifth gear is set away 
from fourth and serves as an overdrive 
on asphalt. 

Operation of the throttle, clutch and 
gear lever is exceptionally smooth and 
easy. A soft spring in the Keihin carbure- 
tor makes throttle twisting easy and non- 
fatiguing. The equally soft clutch lever 
demands little hand pressure. The friction 
point arrives quickly as the lever is re- 
leased but the flywheel inertia of the 
four-stroke single smooths out gear en- 
gagement. The transmission glides from 
one gear to the next. The rider must use 
the clutch to assure full gear engagement. 

As with any small displacement bike the 
clutch is engaged and disengaged con- 
stantly in order to maintain speed. The 
big oil-bathed multi-plate unit will take 
great abuse with little complaint or fading. 
The overall gear ratio is too high for the 
vast majority of off-road needs. Installa- 
tion of a countershaft sprocket with one 
less tooth would improve off road per- 
formance by allowing the engine to spin 
faster and remain in its power range. 

The XL 125 is most responsive when 
the tachometer needle is bobbing up and 
down inside the 9500 to 10,500 redline 
zone. The engine runs at its strongest and 
smoothest around ten-grand. In order to 
accelerate, climb or pull through sand, 
the engine must run past 9000 rpm con- 
stantly as the gear lever is run up and 
down. Honda has designed the 125cc 
engine to rev at the five-digit mark for long 
periods. Impervious to lengthy jaunts with 
the throttle held wide open, the XL 125 
buzzes happily at ten-thousand. 
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Guaranteed toe-catchers are high tail light and 
turn signals. Stock dampers don’t work. 


Handling of the XL 125 suffers dras- 
tically from non-functioning rear damper 
units. The stout chassis has decent ge- 
ometry with 29.5-degree head angle and 
over five inches of trail. The MT-type fork, 
with the long sliders and offset axle loca- 
tion, works very well in the dirt. They are 
as good as any forks we've seen on a small 
trail bike. The shock dampers, however, 
are typical of the Showa units used on 
Honda’s trail bikes. They offer absolutely 
no restriction to spring rebound. 

The absence of shock damping allows 
the rear of the bike to dance up-and-down 
like a ping-pong ball on rough water. 
When decelerating, the back of the bike 
rises quickly and overloads the front 
fork, thus collapsing the springs unnec- 
essarily. In corners this causes the XL 
125 to dive and plow uncomfortably. On 
choppy or rocky down-grades the lack 
of damping prevents the rear tire from 
getting a good purchase while braking. 
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New this year is the rubber return flap on the side stand. The guide keeps chain in place. 











A narrow profile and proper seating/ standing 
comfort ease off-road riding effort. Cleated foot 
pegs are folding and spring-loaded. 
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The air cleaner system, with washable oil-soaked foam element, is sanitary. Keihin 
mixer carburetes cleanly at all speeds. Beefy frame structure is heavy and strong. 








As a result the back end has a desire 
to come around and catch the front. The 
sluggish engine doesn’t enhance the XL 
125’s off-road handling. Any bike that’s 
down on power like the XL 125 will steer 
poorly in the rough and out of turns. 

To meet both street and dirt needs the 
XL 125 is fitted with Bridgestone block- 
pattern trials-type tires. These compro- 
mise tires meet all of the XL’s street de- 
mands but give only passable traction in 
the dirt. The 2.75-inch wide front and 
3.5-inch rear tires don’t deliver the grip 
of bigger trials rubber or knobbies. The 
absence of bead locks means high tire 
pressure must be used to prevent the tire 
and tube from slipping on the rim. Holes 
are provided in the rims for bead locks 
but they are plugged with grommets. 

During our final trail outing we punc- 
tured the rear inner tube—a thing of small 
consequence with most trail or enduro 
bikes. The flat tire occurred while riding 
briskly over a long, smooth trail at ap- 
proximately 35 to 40 mph. As soon as 
the tire flattened the XL 125 went into a 
convulsive side-to-side full-lock wobble. 
At this time the rear tire was rolling un- 
controllably over one side of the rim and 
then the other. An inexperienced rider 
almost certainly would have fallen. By the 
time we rode slowly back to home the 
tire slippage had pulled the stem and 
ruined the inner tube. 

The wheel assemblies are derived from 
the SL model with its small hubs and steel 
rims. The brakes work well in the dirt and 
are adequate for moderate street speeds. 
Behind the carburetor is a large, wash- 
able foam air cleaner. The chassis has 
plenty of ground clearance. A small com- 
plement of tools will perform most minor 
adjustments. 

Two weaknesses of the XL 125 are not 
acceptable by 1975 standards. Shock 
dampers that perform decently are cer- 
tainly within Honda’s reach. Shocks that 
dampen slightly cost little more than ones 
which have all the parts but don’t work 
at all. The absence of tire bead locks— 
especially on a trail bike—is sinful. Locks 
are cheap at the factory level and provide 
a crucial function for bike and rider alike. 

Like its predecessors, the Honda XL 
125 does nothing exceptionally well. It’s 
a small displacement, low-powered 
street-and-trail bike. The XL 125 does 
what it does best on suburban streets and 
smooth, hard-packed dirt roads. On de- 
manding trails or open highways it can’t 
run fast enough, go straight enough or 
stop quick enough. The XL 125 remains 
inexpensive, clean, quiet, dependable, 
boring and slow. © 
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Engine Test Conditions: 

Speed BHP Torque Barometer 30.10 
2000 1.31 3.46 Temperature 
2500 2.01 4.23 54°F Wet 68°F Dry 
3000 267 4.69 Correction Factor 1.018 


3500 3.20 4.80 Date of Test: 1/24/75 
4000 3.54 4.65 As tested on the 


4500 4.12 4.80 Webco Dyno 


5000 4.83 5.09 
11 '000 


5500 5.24 5.00 
6000 5.81 5.09 
: =a 

4.33 in. x 1.35 (110mm x 34mm) 
Brake swept area 22.9 sq. in. (67.1 cm?) 
Specific brake loading....17.24lbs./sq.in. @ Testweight Zz 
Engine type SOHC Four-stroke single 
Bore and stroke....2.52 in. x 2.13 in. (64mm x 54mm) 


Piston displacement 7.5 cu. in. (123cc) TORQUE, 
Compression ratio 
Carburetion 1-26mm Kehin 
Oiled foam 
Battery/coil 
11.14 @ 10,000 


HONDA XL125K1 
Price, suggested retail 
ire? TrOntee see 2.75 x 21 Bridgestone Trials 
3.50 x 18 Bridgestone Trials 
4.33 in. x 1.06 (110mm x 27mm) 








Corrected Rear Wheel Horsepower 
Torque in Foot Pounds - - - - - - 


TOLQUEX@ErDM =i oe ee 6.26 @ 8500 
Rake/Trail 29.5°/5.2 in. 
Mph/1000 rpm, top gear................0cc ee 6.5 mph 
Fuel capacity 1.8 gal. (6.8 1) 
Engine oil capacity 1.6 qt (1.5 I) 
Lubrication system Wet sump w/trochoid pump 
Electrical power AC generator G/V 


Primary drive Helical gear 4.055:1 
Gear ratios, overall .. (1) 38.929 (2) 24.210 (3) 17.883 
(4) 14.635 (5) 11.444 
Wheelbase 52 in. (132 cm) 
Seat height 32.2 in. (81.8 cm) 
Ground clearance 9.5 in. (24 cm) 
Curb weight 235 Ibs. (106.6 kg) 
Test weight 395 (179 kg) 
Instruments 80 mph Speedo 
w/reset tripmeter 12,000 rpm tachometer 
Standing start %4-mile 19.035 sec/64.51 mph 
Average fuel consumption 
Speedometer error Indicated 30 mph = 
27.14 mph actual 
Indicated 60 mph = 55.65 mph actual 





























Road Speed 
vs Engine rpm 
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No matter what kind of bike you 
own, you love it, right? So you want 
to do everything you can to keep it 
running well. Running smooth. And 
running young. 

And you're the one who can keep it 
running young. By making sure you use 
Quaker State Motorcycle Oil. 

Why? Because Quaker State Motor- 
cycle Oil has been developed by spe- 
cialists in quality lubrication for over 


Two secrets of youth 
for moto 
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60 years. It's made from 100% 
Pennsylvania base stocks and fortified 
with selected additives to help pro- 
tect pistons. Maintain protection in 
high operating temperatures. And 
provide detergent action that keeps 
the engine free of deposit build-up. 

So whether your bike is new or 
classic, whether you're young or 
young at heart, pick up a bottle of 
youth at your cycle shop. 


Quaker State your bike to keep it running young. 


CIRCLE NO. 34 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 


® Once upon a time, in the land of ele- 
ven-to-one compression ratios and 75- 
mph interstates, real motorcyclists 
greeted 125cc roadsters with rude 
snickers and Bronx cheers. Performance 
was a word which those tiddlers could 
barely whisper. Magazine testers pro- 
tected the gaspers by omitting perfor- 
mance figures, and any machine which 
would struggle past the quarter-mile lights 
at 52 mph after 25 seconds sorely needed 
a friend. Most 125 owners, discovering 
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the fact of non-performance, stayed off 
the great concrete ways with their 
buzzers. Indeed, on the freeways and 
interstates an unconscious herd of Ken- 
worths could rub a little jasper into just 
another grease spot. 

Welcome to low-compression America 
and the permanent 55-mph limit. While 
speed laws have raced down to meet the 
tiddlers, manufacturers have bucked up 
the performance and reliability of small 
street bikes. One-two-fives which will 


break 70 mph and cruise at 55 mph with- 
out self-destructing are newsworthy. And 
the performance king of the bantam-sized 
roadsters is Yamaha’s RD 125. 

The raspy twin won’t be trampled by 
modern freeway traffic. Most automobile 
drivers relax their pedal-muscles when 
speedometers edge over an indicated 60 
mph. This new standard freeway pace 
allows the 125 Yamaha to flow with the 
mainstream, and the engine. though busy 
at 60 mph, hardly sounds frantic. 


AMAHA RD 125B 








Zero-to-fifty comes up quickly enough 
so that the Yamaha can avoid harm. 
Clean-air automobiles really do not ac- 
celerate, as that word was used in the 
1950s and 1960s. More accurately, the 
modern automobile merely gathers speed, 
somewhat like a nineteenth-century loco- 
motive. Consider some automobile tour- 
times through the quarter-mile: Opel 
Manta, 18.1 sec @ 74.6 mph; Vega GT, 
18.8 sec @ 73.2 mph; Mustang II, 18.5 
at 72.9. And remember the Plymouth 
Road Runner? Well, its beep-beep has 
been throttled down to an asthmatic 
wheeze: 17.1 sec @ 80.5 mph. Then 
there’s the diamond-luster Mercedes- 
Benz 300D: a genuine $12,000 stone— 
20.8 seconds at 64.4 mph. By compari- 
son, the $700 Yamaha seems downright 
quick at 18.05 at 70.8 mph. 

That kind of performance from a 7.5- 
cubic-inch engine produces an intense 
little motorcycle. The power curve has two 
bumps in it. The engine reaches its initial 
peak at 6000 rpm, then trails along a 
plateau until 7000 rpm, whereupon the 
power curve ascends sharply to 9500 
rpm. You might think that such a power- 
plot results from very sporting port timing, 
but that guess would be wrong. The only 
remarkable thing about the port timing is 
the fact that it’s unremarkable, consid- 
ering the actual performance of the bike. 
Keen fellows armed with equal portions 
of determination and knowledge could 
jump the peak power up another 15 per 
cent, without seriously endangering the 
basic reliability of the engine. In stock 
form the reed valves (sandwiched be- 
tween the carburetors and cylinders) im- 
prove the fuel economy (42-49 mpg) and 
beef-up low-rpm power. 

Given the five-speed transmission, the 
most important function of the reed-valve 
system is spreading out the power. Con- 
trary to Yamaha claims, there’s nothing 
close-ratio at all about the gearbox. The 
gearing chart shows an almost perfect 
wide-ratio enduro-type transmission. The 
jump from first to second covers a bit too 
much space for the engine. Even spinning 
the engine past 10,000 rpm in first, the 
revs fall below 6000 rpm on the up- 
change to second. This gap momentarily 
catches the engine alittle short; an instant 
later, the bike reaches 7000 rpm again 
and starts its rush through second gear. 
Upstairs, the breech between fourth and 
fifth is considerable. Since the engine 
plays out in fourth gear at 60-plus mph, 
fifth gear must normally handle the 60- 
to-80 mph slot alone. In lieu of a bonafide 
close-ratio six-speed transmission, the 
reed valves are Yamaha’s 125 answer: 
if you can’t close up the ratios, then 
spread the power. 

All this power-plotting will pass right 
over somnolent riders who will neither find 
the second power peak nor miss a 
close-ratio gearbox. The RD 125 can be 
ridden casually around town, burbling 
gently (but loudly) under 6000 rpm. Put- 
ting the 125 in any higher, tighter state- 
of-tune could drive away easy-riding cus- 
tomers who don’t know or care about TA 
125s, or Kent Andersson, or Kenny Rob- 
48 








The twin has two torque peaks; the first occurs at 8000 rpm, the second at 9500 rpm. 


erts. And a six-speed transmission would 
only squeeze the price of the RD 125 
upward and raise buyer resistance. Ya- 
maha already has a final solution for in- 
creasing the performance of the RD 125. 
The RD 200 is stronger than any six- 
speed 125 could ever be. 

If you respond to the RD 125’s basic 
character, you'll still long for a close-ratio 
box. The 125 twin is a mini-RD 350 which 
unfailingly says “racer,” not “cruiser.” 
The 125 Yamaha demands the rider’s 
attention. The engine will not start from 
cold without using the choke knob. A 
couple of kicks (no electric starter) swats 
the engine into life, whereupon it falls into 
a discordant idle. A brief stationary 
warm-up may be followed by a half-mile 
of choke-on running. Further choking will 
only dirty the electrodes and require a 
hard burst through the gears to clear off 
the spark plugs. 

Squirting the Yamaha in first gear lofts 
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the front wheel. In common with other 
lightweight motorcycles, the 255-pound 
bike steers quickly and reacts to all body 
movement of the rider. The bike instan- 
taneously mirrors sloppy inputs. The RD 
125 seems more sensitive than other 
small roadsters in part because the Ya- 
maha is impressively strong through its 
first four gears. 

Any tiddler must have an extra capacity 
for abuse if it is to survive. Moto-mites 
lend themselves to flogging. In the case 
of the Yamaha, brisk departures from 
stoplights begin by dialing the engine up 
to 7000 rpm or so, and then feeding in 
the clutch. Staffers usually ignored the 
clutch on three-four-five upshifts, prefer- 
ring to roll back the throttle and click into 
the next gear. This type of abuse used 
to frag old 125cc bikes, which, after an 
indecently short period of hammering, 
would expire with the finality of a hand 

(Continued on page 129) 





On tight roads, you scream the engine and use the gearbox to vary the speed. 
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Engine Test Conditions: 










































































oad Speed 
vs Engine rpm 


Speed BHP Torque Barometer 29.80 
3.73 Temperature 
4.09 58°F Wet 64°F Dry 
4.75 Correction Factor 1.030 
4.81 Date of Test 1/27/75 
ae As tested on the 
5 42 z i Webco Dyno 
6.05 
6.08 
5.50 
5.91 ; 
6.88 : 
5 7.59 : 
7. Q 
A 7.18 ; 
2 7.60 v 
a 6.60 2 
© =] 
= £ YAMAHA RD-125B 
3 © Price, suggested retail $699, POE West Coast 
= Set AUN TR sk enantio a 2.75 x 18 Yokohama Y-506 
È 2 3.00 x 18 Yokahama Y-93 
3 = Brake, front 5.9 in. x .9 (150mm x 23mm) 
3 a 5.1 in. x 1.2 (130mm x 30.5mm) 
8 Brake swept area 35.9 (231 sq. cm) 
TORQUE Specific brake loading 11.8 Ib/sq. in. 
(7:60. max) Engine type Parallel two-stroke twin 
Bore and stroke 43mm x 43mm 
(1.092 in. x 1.092 in.) 
Piston displacement 124cc (7.56 cu. in.) 
Compression ratio 
Carburetion 2; Teikei 18mm 
RPM x 100 20 a0 Wet foam rubber 
RPM x 100 40 Battery & coil 
100 13.75 @ 9500 
Man 7.60 @ 9500 
Safe rpm 27.5°/3.5 in. ( 9 cm) 
Mph/1000 rpm, top gear 
Bagel Fuel capacity 3.0 gal. (11.4 liters) 
i aati a Oil capacity 1.6 qt. (1500cc) 
Transmission oil capacity .................... .84 qt. (800cc) 
Standing %4-Mile—___ Battery 12V 5.5 AH 
Gear ratios, overall (1) 34.52 (2) 19.67 (3) 14.11 
(4) 11.34 (5) 9.11 
Primary transmission Helical gear; 3.894 (74/19) 
Secondary transmission Ye x Ae Chain; 
2.785 (39/14) 
Wheelbase 49 in. (124.5 cm) 
Seat height 29.5 in. (74.9 cm) 
Ground clearance 6.0 in. (15.2 cm) 
Curb weight 255 Ibs. (115 kg) 
Test weight 425 Ibs. (193 kg) 
Instruments Speedometer, odometer 
| Standing start %-mile 18.05 sec.; 70.81 mph 
| Average fuel consumption 
i J Speedometer error 30 mph, actual 28.31 
i 60 mph, actual 57.95 
{ 
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GL- 





@You could figure that the new Honda 
shafter everyone has been expecting 
would be ... . unusual. It has been six 
years since the world’s largest motorcycle 
manufacturer struck that most resonant 
tonic chord in our sport’s history, the 
CB-750; and while it is true that work on 
CVCC engines and -such-like has ab- 
sorbed a lot of design-time, Honda’s mo- 
mentum—if nothing else—would mandate, 
after six years, something biggerbetter- 
fasterneatersmoother than the 750 Four. 

The GL-1000 was finally introduced at 
Honda’s dealer convention in Las Vegas 
last winter. The show-bike was a proto- 
type with a lot of hand-made parts. De- 
spite many prominent features that in- 
dicated performance, it was assumed by 
most that the Gold Wing was a soft, posh, 


and mildly-tuned straight-line tourer. 

Most were wrong. The four 32mm car- 
buretors should have been the tip-off. 
Dual disc brakes up front, trailed by a 
huge counterpart on the rear, should have 
evoked something more passionate than 
soft-eyed summer-breeze touring. Bridge- 
stone’s new H-rated tires, good for 
sustained 131 mph speeds, should have 
suggested that the GL-1000 had at least 
a modicum of sporting blood. 

It must have been the styling that ini- 
tially led us astray. Even by Honda’s con- 
servative standards, the Gold Wing is a 
visual whisper compared to the rasping 
hard-sell of some brands. Available in 
either a deep red or forest green, the tank 
has the letters HONDA set in gold, and 
the edges are detailed with a thin pin- 





GOLD WING 


If Honda is going to sell 

a motorcycle for $3000, 
then by all that’s holy 

it’s going to be worth it. 
For your dough you get 

a shaft drive bonus, 

a triple-disc bonus, 

a fat rear tire bonus, 
enough indicator lights 

to trim a christmas tree 
and that final, unexpected, 
transcendent Extra: except 
for the Kawasaki 903 Z-1, 
the GL-1000 is the hardest- 
accelerating 1975 production 
motorcycle you can buy. 





PHOTOGRAPHY: PAUL R. HALESWORTH (COLOR), BILL DELANEY (COLOR), DALE BOLLER 


2000 years ago, when you had a Scotch 


on the Rocks, you really had a Scotch on the Rocks. 


BY THE 2000 YEAR OLD MAN, MEL BROOKS 





Q. SIR, 2000 years ago where did 
people live and how did they spend 
their time? 

A. 2000 years ago there was no 
luxury buildings with music in the ele- 
vators or single bars where married 
men hung out. 

There was only rocks and caves. 
More rocks and caves than you could 
shake a stick at. In fact, shaking a stick 
at a rock was a good job already. Not 
everybody could get that job. You had 
to have a little something. Standing 
around and looking was also a good 
job. But that was easy. That was light 
work, It had to be light work, You 
couldn’t do it in the dark. 

And the caves...uhhh. Did we 
hate each other. The tall blue eyes 
were in the tall light caves, the short 
brown eyes were in the short dark 
caves. 

Q. Well, how did everyone com- 
municate? 


A. Rock talk. 
Q. 222222222? 


A. Here, Til hit you with a little 
rock talk. “Hey you, put down that 
rock! Don’t throw that rock at me. TIl 
call a policeman.” That was your basic 
rock talk. And rock music followed. 
Take a couple of rocks and hit them 


against each other or against people 
and you got some nice sounds. 

Q. Sir, in 2000 years did you begat 
any children? 

A. I gat 42,000. And not one 
comes to visit me on Saturday or Sun- 
day. Not one calls to give me a “Hi, 
Pop.” But it’s all right. Children, let 
them be. 

Q. Sir, when was Scotch discov- 
ered? 

A. It was during the ice age. We 
had so many tons of ice we didn’t 
know what to do. So we made drinks. 
All kinds of drinks. After a few drinks, 
we all chased around. That’s how the 
chaser was born. 

Q. Sir, to what do you attribute 
having lived 2000 years? 

A. Exercise and garlic, 

Q. Garlic? 

A. Yes. You know, the scientific 
way how you die? The Angel of Death 
comes late at night. He rings your 
apartment bell. You let him in and he 
kills you. But I’m smart. Before I’ll re- 
tire and pull up mine crazy quilt, PI 
eat a nice pound and a half garlic. And 
when the Angel of Death taps me on 
the shoulder and says, “Come along 
with me,” I turn around and talk right 
in his face.“‘Who is it?”, I say. After that 
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he leaves me alone for quite awhile. 

Q. Sir, you also mention exercise? 

A. Exercise, exercise, exercise. 
Who would we be... How would we be 
...What would we be without exercise? 

Q. What do you do for exercise? 

A. Everyday early in the morning, 
I open a window and take a deep 
breath. Then I fall to my knees and 
pray fiercely that my brains should not 
drift too far from my thoughts and my 
heart should not attack me. 

Q. So basically your exercise is 
praying? 

A. You got it Sonny. And, before 
I run out of breath...a dangerous 
thing at my age...I better stop. PI 
take me a little Teacher’s. After all, 
you monied me for all of this... Let’s 
be pleasant. 

Q. Sir, is it true that you have just 
made a new record with Carl Reiner 
entitled, 2000 AND THIRTEEN, and 
that your latest movie, BLAZING 
SADDLES is breaking records all over 
the country, and that you have just 
completed principal photography work 
on your new comic masterpiece 
YOUNG FRANKENSTEIN? 

A. No! 

I want to wish you all love and 
good luck and give you a little advice. 
Stay out of small foreign cars especially 
if they are driven by big foreigners... 


and eat a nectarine. It’s the. best fruit 


ever made. 


AND C 
K sont Rear, 


© 


Farfoction of Blanded 
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No scotch improves the flavour of 
water like Teacher's. 








“Leisure... 


If youre an advertiser in this magazine, the word “leisure” is 
regularly used to describe the kind of product or service 
you sell. 

And yet, in a certain sense, “leisure” is one of the 
worst descriptions of the market youre selling to. For the 
least leisurely person of all is the enthusiast, your best 
customer. He is busy on his regular job—but often he seems 
(especially to his wife) even busier off it. 

Leisure, in other words, is not synonymous with 
doing nothing. It’s exactly the opposite. Doing something. 

What has this got to do with Newsweek? 

Newsweek is written and edited for active, busy 
people—doers, who make money and can buy what they 
want. Newsweek enables them to keep up and keep busy at 
the same time—gives them a necessary weekly key to all 
the news that concerns them, and gives them time left over 
to busy themselves with the “leisure” activity that leads 
them to buy and enjoy your products. 

And thus Newsweek can spread your good word 
both ways: to thousands of people who are already good 
prospects, and many thousands more who can become 
active members of your market, if you catch them when 
they're involved in what interests them most, and present 
your message in a newsworthy manner. 

News is an indispensable ingredient in the life of 
these aware individuals who keep up with their communities, 
keep ahead of their jobs and responsibilities—and use 
leisure creatively, both to their own advantage and yours. 


Newsweek 





Right side cover hides steel fuel tank and 
master cylinder for rear disc brake. 












Huge double-piston disc is first really ex- 
cellent rear brake in cycling history. 


a ) ae 2 
Air filter top removed under glove box. Rear 
box is solely for gas filler cap. 








stripe. Only the Gold Wing logo graces 
the side covers. The shapes are as soft 
as the finish, the delicately sculptured 
cleanness of the fenders and panels al- 
most melting into the hardware. 

There’s an electric fuel gauge in the 
forward-center of the tank. At the bottom 
of the tach dial is a coolant temperature 
needle. The ignition switch is between the 
instruments, right where it should be. 
Variously-colored indicator lights flash to 
correspond with the turn signals; burn 
steadily to warn when the oil pressure is 
dangerously low; tell when the high beam 
is on; and let you know when the gearbox 
is in neutral. Another pair of lights is part 
of an emergency system first declared 
mandatory by the state of California, then 
voided by the Federal Government be- 
cause it conflicted with federal standards. 
Should either beam of the headlight or the 
taillight burn out, the device will automat- 
ically switch on the surviving filiment and 
flash a warning on the appropriate in- 
strument light. 

The choke knob is under the speedom- 
eter, where you don’t have to wonder 
which way is “on,” or just what “on” 
means. The ignition switch has four posi- 
tions: one click clockwise turns all sys- 
tems on; another click in the same direc- 
tion turns everything off but the taillight; 
turning the switch back to off, and push- 
ing in on the key while turning a click 
counter-clockwise, mechanically locks 
the fork in a full lefthand position. 

Wait a minute. What’s this? A key slot 
in the rear of the tank? Click. It’s not a 
tank at all, it’s a glove box. A plastic tray 
sits there, where you’d imagine the gas 
should be, with the tool kit towards its 
front. Lifting the tray reveals the top of 
the air cleaner housing and a couple of 
knobs, which when loosened allow the 
sides of the “tank” to pivot down. Under 
the left cover is a myriad of electrical 
components all spread out where they 
can be quickly tested and checked. The 
right cover hides the radiator’s coolant 
tank and an emergency kickstart lever 
that will plug into the rear of the engine 
in case the battery is too weak to power 
the electric starter. The glove box cavity 
is big enough to hold a small bag of lunch. 
The tools are mediocre-to-poor in quality. 
For a bike that’s going to crowd hard 
against three grand, you’d think the tools 
would be usable more than once. 

Full choke was required on our test bike 
any time the temperature needle showed 
the engine had cooled completely. With 
the knob pulled all the way out and the 
throttle completely closed (the choke 
system advances the throttle opening the 
correct amount), the engine sputters to 
smoking life after about three seconds of 
starter actuation. Being even more cold- 
natured than most Hondas, the GL takes 
a couple of minutes at full choke before 
the throttle can be touched. As soon as 
the engine will idle at half-choke, the bike 
can be ridden at small throttle openings 
until the water temperature needle 
reaches mid-range. 

(Continued on page 58) 





























Even a Hobbyist can afford to get serious — 
with METALFLAKE™ 


>=,  MINIGUN KIT: 


X : 2 Airbrush, 4-Oz. Paint Jar, Eight-foot Vinyl Hose, 
43-Oz. Can of Propellant, plus Instructions. 


$15.00 





SUPERGUN KIT: 


Airbrush, Two (3/4 Oz.) 
PaintJars, Six- 
foot Vinyl Hose, 
43Oz.Canof —: ie 
Propellant, m ye 
Brass Adapter, plus _ 
Instructions. 


$39.95 





The ART of CUSTOM PAINTING 
$5.00 






SPECIAL yy 
CUSTOM OFFER! 


__Metalflake’ makes-itedasier eto anyone to s 
customize bikes, vans, and cars. Start with the New Third 
Edition of our Custom Painting Book. This bigger 
8 1/2” x 11” manual is packed with more color photos, ideas 
and tips on all the right paints and how to use them. We've 
added sections on | Eerie- Dess” and Acrylustrations, plus Candy, 
Star Pearl, Vreeble® Mirra® Glowble® and lots more! 
We also offer two Airbrush-kits. The MiniGun for the novice 
customizer and the SuperGun for the more advanced painter. 
If you want to finish right, you've got to start right 
..and Metalflake is right every time! z; 


Pe ee ee ee ee a a a n a T E 


Enclosed find $ ............ to cover items checked. Naar’ S 








Massachusetts residents add 3% Sales Tax 


CUSTOM PAINT BookO SUPERGUN Airbrush Kit O MINIGUN Airbrush Kito 


Include $1.00 to cover postage on kit orders. 
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JA SEND COUPON TO: METALFLAKE INC., P.O. BOX 950, HAVERHILL, MASSACHUSETTS 01830 a 
WEST COAST: METALFLAKE WEST, P.O. BOX 58671, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90058 
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CIRCLE NO. 31 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 






: = = IF YOU'RE SERIOUS ABOUT CUSTOMIZING 
E aes lS MAYBE YOU SHOULD COME AND SEE US! 


Our plant is located on Western Avenue, in Haverhill, Massachusetts. 
We'd enjoy talking with you and showing our complete line of 
Metalflake® products. If you’re in our area sometime, come in and say hello. 














MARK DONOHUE „J. DON GARLITS DAN GURNEY GRAHAM HILL 
(Formula 1) (Indy Cars, Stocks) (Drag Racing) (Race car builder) (Formula 1) 


The Goodyear | Motor Sports 
invites you to 


Your official Club Newsletters. A monthly update on 
Club offers and motor sports news. 12 times a year, 
the Goodyear Motor Sports Club Newsletter will 
bring you up-to-date on upcoming Club events, 
offers and discounts, plus behind the scenes reports 


Your official Club cap. A heads-up status symbol in motor on motorsports: 


sports. A good looking, functional cap available in two adjust- 
able sizes that stands out at any event. 


Your membership card. 
Goov fvear l 
Motor Sports Your membership card 


Club | identifies you as a motor 
Bee ear f sports “insider.” It’s your 
K eee personal pass to Club activ- 
ities and benefits— like spe- 
cial Club Compound areas 

at motor sports events. 


Your membership cer- 
tificate. An official doc- 
ument verifying that 
you are a member. A 
handsome member- 
ship certificate on 


; parchment-like paper, 
Your Club patch, decals and bumper sticker. Exclu- suitable for framing, is 


sive emblems that show the world you belong. A a prestigious way to 
beautifully embroidered patch for your jacket, three announce your mem- 
decals and a bright bumper sticker to identify you as bership on your office, 
a Club member. den or living room wall. 





KENNY ROBERTS 
(Motorcycles) 


RICHARD PETTY 
(Stock cars) 


ROGER PENSKE 
(Car owner — track operator) 































Your official Club magazine “Goodyear Motor 
Sports Club Challenge.” A quarterly look inside 
the world of motor sports. Four exciting issues of 
the beautiful Club magazine will keep you on the 
inside track of motor sports. Includes expert com- 
mentary, interviews with motor sports stars and ex- 
cellent photo coverage of motor sports events. 


Your reserved Club Compound 
area at selected motor sports 
events. A special track-side 
headquarters. At selected 
motor sports events, a special 
Club Compound area will be es- 
tablished where you can meet 
top racing personalities and fel- 
low Club members. The Club 
Compound area featuring a 
large tent will be located near pit 
and/or garage areas. 





BOBBY UNSER 
(Indy cars) 


JACKIE STEWART 
(3 Times World Champion) 


JOHNNY RUTHERFORD 
(Indy cars) 


Club 1975 Board of Advisors 
ioin their Club 





These eleven racing superstars invite you to join them in 
a unique national Club devoted to the entire field of motor 
sports. It’s called the Goodyear Motor Sports Club. This one- 
of-a-kind club has been designed for both participants and 
fans, to fill a growing need in motor sports. The Goodyear 
Tire & Rubber Company has observed that, as motor sports 
have grown, it has become more difficult for an enthusiast 
to get on the “inside” or to easily keep up with all the fast- 
paced developments in this diverse sport. That’s why the 
Goodyear Motor Sports Club has been formed: to provide 
its members with inside information, special services and ex- 
citing activities related to motor sports. 


Join the Superstars by joining the Club. As the Board of Advi- 
sors, they will be contributing time and knowledge to give 
you an inside perspective on motor sports. With guides like 
these, you'll be able to get closer than ever to the action. 
Their involvement is only one of the many member benefits. 


To join the Goodyear Motor Sports Goodyear Motor Sports Club 

Club fill out the attached card and P.O. Box 428 

mail today. If cardis missing writeto: Tarrytown, New York 10591 
Phone: 914-631-5308 
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Exhaust sound is a muted whisper, 
much like a 912 Porsche with a standard 
muffler. Pushing down on the left foot 
pedal engages low and the GL is off with 
a whoosh and a slight whine. One can 
sense little ticks and bumps in the GL 
engine because there aren’t any other 
noises or distracting vibrations. 

Using only the slightest touch on the 
throttle, the big machine is still warming 
and stretching absolutely effortlessly at 
55 mph (3600 rpm in 4th). The red line 
starts at 8500 on the tach. Once past 40 
mph, the rider can hear nothing but the 
wind and other vehicles and feel nothing 
but the road through the seat, footrests, 
and handlebars. The five-gallon fuel tank 
was full, so the first ride lasted 180 miles 
before the engine began to surge and 
stutter. Reaching down to pull the valve 
lever to the reserve position brought al- 
most instant relief to the engine, thanks 
to the fuel pump. 

The fuel tank opening in the rear of the 
glove box area is too small. With the gas 
nozzle inserted, you can’t see when the 
tank is full. If the automatic shut-off on 
the nozzle is not working properly, as is 
often the case, a gush of gas sprays into 
the plastic tray surrounding the filler. A 
drain hose leads from a hole in the bottom 
of the tray to dump the runover on the 
ground. But it would be nicer to see when 
the tank is full. 

After the 500-mile service checks were 
done we began to lean on the engine a 
little harder, and drag things going around 
corners on our favorite deserted roads. 
The footrests have steel feelers on their 
ends that are designed to touch the 
ground before the stands or mufflers 
hang up. With the shock absorber springs 
set full-soft for freeway cruising, the foot- 
rests drag quite easily during moderately 
quick rides on twisting roads. A special 
wrench in the tool kit adjusts the 
spring-load for hard cornering during 
sporty rides or when carrying a passen- 
ger. With the springs wound up tight the 
bike may be ridden very hard without 
anything grounding. 

The GL’s low center of gravity gives it 
an extremely responsive feel for a ma- 
chine that weighs close to 650 pounds. 
The only time the rider notices the dif- 
ference in feel from one of the 750s, 
which weigh about 125 pounds less, is 
when the big bike is muscled through a 
series of tight switchback turns. Neither 
end of the GL oscillates or snakes around 
alarmingly within the bounds of the bike’s 
ground clearance. The only thing some 
of our staff members complained about 
during frequent on- and off-throttle spurts 
was the lurch caused by gear slack in 
the first four speeds. 

Both front and rear brakes function 
perfectly. They will haul the massive GL 
down from highly illegal rates to sedate 
crawls in incredibly and repeatably short 
distances. The rear disc is the first rear 
brake on any motorcycle that we felt per- 
fectly at ease with. It is powerful enough 
to be used alone during normal stops and 
frequent speed changes required by traf- 
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Both sides of the bogus “tank” open to allow quick servicing of the radiator (above) and 
the electrical components (see color at left). Kickstarter stores behind water tank. 





Enclosed rear driveshaft components (R to L) shock absorber on take off shaft, driveshaft 
with universal joint, pinion gear shaft with Timkin bearings, ring gear, seal, and housing. 








Double row chain behind clutch hub drives power shaft for clutch scavenge pump (under 
clutch hub, main oil pump, and the water pump impeller on the left front of engine) end. 

















N Rear of removed engine shows 
output shaft in black seal, clutch 
cover below, and kickstart rig 
above clutch & under alternator. 
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Small holes at exhaust ports are 
water drains from spark plug 
ports. Bolger engine stand al- 
ready available. 


Wide spacing between cylinders 
leaves room for hot rodders and 
plenty of cooling for tourers. 





Crankshaft shows 
timing belt drive, 
three main bear- 
ings, timing marks 
on fly-wheel, Hy-Vo 
primary chain, spur 
gear for anti-torque 
shaft drive, and 
ratchet for kickstart 
engagement at rear. 
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Right side crankcase half supports main 
bearing webs. Transmission mainshaft is in 
front of layshaft. Selector mechanism and 
gears are almost identical to those in CB-750. 


Camshafts (left shown) 
are like halves of CB- 
750 cam. Rocker arms, 
shafts, and mounting 
brackets are also like 
CB-750 components. 





Carburetors bolt to 
common air box for 
easily synchronized 
assembly that needs 
only one control 
cable. Chokes are 
joined with shaft 
connectors. Choke 
linkage advances 
throttle opening 
right amount for 
cold weather starts. 








Free breathing head has 34 mm inlet 
ports feeding 37 mm valves. Valves 
are offset in chamber to allow their 
large size. Water flow ports are in 
center, above and below. 





Front view of right case assembly shows 
method of belt tensioning, oil pressure feeds 
to transmission shafts, and main bearing caps 
installed. Case is ready to accept left half. 
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fic. The brakes were a great safety factor 
when we were getting used to the GL. 
Because of the bike’s unusual smooth- 
ness and quietness, we found that we 
were arriving at the beginning of turns 
at speeds higher than we had planned. 

Long cruises on the Gold Wing were 
something we looked forward to. You 
don’t have to mess with the chain every- 
time you stop for gas. In fact, you don’t 
have to do anything but stop for gas and 
enjoy the trip. The main bother is trying 
to stick below 60 mph. If the rider forgets 
the mirrors for a moment and gets lost 
in some thought or other, it becomes 
common to look down and find the needle 
at 80 mph or better. Even at 55 mph in 
high gear, steep hills melt under the urge 
of 1000 silent ccs. We couldn’t find any 
200-pound ladies who wanted to go (or 
we wanted to take) on a long cruise to 
test the bike under maximum load, so we 
strapped the equivalent amount of scrap 
iron on the back of the seat and wafted 
down to San Diego. Inflating the rear tire 
to 40 psi and setting the shock springs 
to the full hard position cured an initial 
unstable feeling at low speeds, and the 
trip was a pleasure. In fact, the bike rides 
smoother and is less sensitive to slight 
road irregularities carrying the extra 
weight. We did not test the bike over 100 
mph with the full load, but you can bet 
that Honda set the suspension springs to 
ensure full stability under max load and 
speed conditions. Adding the weight of 
a fairing and saddle bags, along with the 
accompanying touring necessities, will 
make the GL ride softer still. A solo rider 
who isn’t interested in screeching around 
curves or occasionally running over 100 
mph might want to look into softer shock 
and fork springs for greater ride comfort 
at normal speeds. 

At first the handlebars seemed really 
miserable. They were positioned so that 
our arms were slightly higher than our 
shoulders and stretched out straight. That 
put the seating position almost on the 
“tank.” After one ride the Allen bolts for 
the handlebar clamps were loosened and 
the bars tilted back until the clutch lever 
was horizontal. The resulting position was 
good, but most riders would like bars that 
are lower yet for long trips. 

A compromise between retaining cor- 
nering clearance and keeping the seat 
height down has dictated a seat-to-foot- 
rest distance that is too cramped for a 
tall rider. We found ourselves constantly 
stretching our legs and resting them on 
the cylinder heads between gas stops. Big 
people will want to add some seat pad- 
ding, and perhaps lower the footrests. 

We knew that the bike was fast, but a 
trip to the drag strip astonished everyone. 
Bringing the revs up to 8000 and dumping 
the clutch produced a tire-howling 
smoke-thrower that lasted a good 150 
feet. Times and speeds improved for four 
runs, with the best being 13.00 seconds 
at 102.38 mph. On the fourth run the 
clutch was slipped to prevent tire-spin, 

(Specifications overleaf; 
text continued on page 122) 
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HONDA GL-1000 GOLD WING 
Price, suggested retail 
Tire, front 
Superspeed 21-F2 
450H 17A x 17 Bridgestone 
Superspeed 21-R2 Road Speed 
10.75 in. x 1.69 in. x 4 a 
(273mm x 43mm x 4) 
11.6 in. x 1.77 in. x 2 
(295mm x 45mm x 2) 
Brake swept area 302.26 sq. in. (1949.6 sq. cm) 
Specific brake loading 2.66 Ibs/sq. in. 
(5.32 kg/sq. cm) 
Engine type Four-stroke sohc horizontally 
opposed four 
Bore and stroke 72mm x 61.4mm 
(2.834 in. x 2.417 in.) 
Piston displacement 999cc (61 cu. in.) 
Compression ratio 
Carburetion 4; 32mm Keihin CV 
Air filtration Paper element 
Ignition Battery and coil 
Rake/ Trail 27 degrees/4.5 in. (11.4 cm) 
Mph/1000 rpm, top gear 
Fuel capacity 5 gal. (19 liters) 
Oil capacity 3.8 qt. (3.6 liters) 
Electrical power 300 watts @ 5000 rpm 
Battery 12V, 20AH 
Gear ratios, overall (1) 11.89 (2) 8.18 (3) 6.39 Maximüm 
(4) 5.26 (5) 4.50 Safe rpm 
Wheelbase 60.6 in. (154 cm) Pe E 
Seat height 30.3 in. (76.8 cm) Power: rpm 
Ground clearance ....................::: ee 5.3 in. (13.3 cm) | 
Curb weight 647 Ibs. (293.5 kg) - ie 
Test weight 807 Ibs. (366 kg) l 
Instruments 150 mph speedometer, 0 SECONDS 10 15 20 25 
11,000 rpm tachometer, reset odometer, 
water temperature gauge 
Standing start %-mile 12.92 @ 104.52 mph 
Average fuel consumption 
Speedometer error 30 mph, actual 29.31 
60 mph, actual 59.28 
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BELL—SUPER MAGNUM 
The new Super Magnum is safer, 
igniter and quieter than Magnum 
“q. Featuring a new ear-neck 
padded roll for greater protection 
on or off the track. With a full 
fiberglass shell and polystyrene 
unner the Super Magnum exceeds 
all Snell ‘70, DOT, Z30.1 standards 
for safety. Weighing only 38 OZ., 
the Super Magnum comes in silver 



















OUTRIDER 


“HANG-TEN” BOOT SOCKS 
Do your feet get hot and sweaty? 
These socks are made for wear 
with any boots. Cotton and syn- 
thetic fiber provide maximum ab- 
sorbency and ‘“‘breathing” without 
bulk. Yet warm enough for the 
coldest riding weather. 20” high, 
in grey with lime green top. 

Pr. $2.95 
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FOR MAN AND HIS MACHINE 











NGK SPARKPLUGS 

Order by mail and save! Original 
plugs on Honda and other leading 
motorcycles. Send original NGK 
number—or make and model of 





É - -1/2. t 
Or White SUS ORY MOT your bike and we'll send correct 


plug. Sold only in boxes of ten. 
tandard NGK Plugs $8.90/box 
B8 HC & BI HC 
special for Yamaha$12.50/box 
(Racing & “V” Gold-Palladium 
plugs not included in offer.) 























“DYNAMITE” DENIMS 
Latest style for motocross, enduro 
or trail riding. Heavy duty denim 
has special knee and side padding, 
sewn on belt. Great for gals, too. A must for trail, touring or com- 
Order by waist size 22" thru 38”. petition. Durable, stretch-elastic 
$19.50 construction with steel spring 
stays, chrome snaps. In black, - 
sizes 28” thru 38". $8.50 


ELASTIC KIDNEY BELT 
Support your kidneys and back! 









CORONA TOURING BAG 
Small packages and personal ef- 
fects no longer need to be a 
problem when you have this handy 
touring bag. Strap on arrange- 
ment allows instant removal tor 
use as a small ‘‘carry-all’’ bag. 
Completely waterproof, has a lock 




















CB750 OIL PRESSURE GAUGE 
Why take chances? This little 
gauge telis you your oil pressure 
instantly, can save you costly 
repairs. Simple five minute instal- . 



















zipper and is 12” x 9" x S". lation, no special tools needed. 
Black Vinyl $21.95 For all Honda CB750’s. $12.95 
Brown Canvas $21.50 





ENGINE-TO-TIRE PUMP KIT 

Flat tires do happen-so don't 
get caught without this handy 
tire pump. Small, compact and 
fits easily into any bike tool kit 
Simply remove sparkplug, screw 
adaptor in plug hole, connect to 
valve stem and kick your engine 
over. Multi-cylinder engines can 














LANGHORNE LACE-UP BOOTS 
Our most popular “Boondock” 
boot. Just the thing for woods, 
trail, or any off the road use. 
Full length lacenup for snug calf 
and ankle support. 17” high, heavy 
duty leather construction with 
reinforced toe and heel. In solid 






MOTOCROSS GLOVES 
Protect your hands and knuckles! 
Ideal for woods, enduro and 
motocross. Sewn-on rubber strips 
protect back of hands and fingers. 

ough, yet supple genuine leather 































































and the finest of materials black. “D” width. Sizes 7 thru 12. jm be run to provide pumping power 
throughout, elastic wristband. Smooth sole/heel 38.95 from deactivated cylinder. Kit 
Sizes 5, M, L, XL. Cleated sole/heel 39.95 contains adaptors for 10, 12 & 
Leather Palm/Denim Back $6.95 14mm sparkplugs. $6.25 





All Leather, Unlined 


All Leather, Fully Lined $ Bee 2S FE Ee Ee 2 ee mE ee Ee ee 


OUTRIDER ACCESSORIES, INC. 





$8.95 
10.95 





1 tube Miracle 


“Rub-A-Way” NATIONAL MAIL ORDER. WAREHOUSE l 
Dry Hand Cleaner 
with any 608 W. 57th St., New York, N.Y. 10019 


$10.00 Purchase 


order by mail or come on over 


Use this handy coupon to order any of the quality accessories shown on this page. 
Send your order to our national mail order warehouse (above) or if you are in the | 


1 container 
Fabulous 
“Cycle Brite” 
motorcycle polish 

+ 1 tube “Rub-A-Way” 
with any 
$20.00 Purchase 
(a $4.00 Value) 


area of any one of our Outrider stores listed below, come on over. Over 1,000 
items in stock. All merchandise is fully guaranteed. 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY/STATE/ZIP 


QUAN. DESCRIPTION SIZE 


COLOR} PRICE | TOTAL 





1 “Chainmate”’ 
Lubricator Kit 

+ “Cycle Brite” polish 
+ “‘Rub-A-Way” Cleaner 
with any 

$30.00 Purchase 

(a $10.00 Value) 









WEATHERKING COVERS 
For summer, winter, spring or fall. 
Protect your chrome and paint 
finish against rain, snow, sun, dirt 
and dust. Cover slips neatly over 
your bike and folds compactly 
when not in use. Durable, vinyl 
backed cloth, waterproof, fire re- 
sistant. 

Over Handlebar Covers: 















Add $2.00 for postage & handling 
Money Order EJ 








New York residents add 7% state sales | 


Check C] 













Mp sO ce AR Send $1.00 f 
Over Windshield Cover: A Be pais te sccimagl Master Charge [C] $20.00 Minimum on Charge Orders 
5 3§0ce up Riias 1975 paral Credit Card No. Expiration Date 
ver Sissy Bar Cover: ree with any EAST COAST SOUTHEAST WEST COAST 
mo mepcsnleta) $19.75 $10.00 order) 608 W. 57th Street 85 N.E. 167th Street 10545 W. Pico Blvd. 


New York, N.Y. 10019 N. Miami Beach, Fla. 33162 Los Angeles, Calif. 90064 





TWENTY-FIVE 
YEARS OF 


CYCLE MAGAZINE 


@ Back in 1950, when Robert E. 
Petersen began printing and dis- 
tributing a magazine devoted ex- 
clusively to motorcycles, there 
were no helmet laws, no decibel 
limits, no threatening emission ==" 
standards and land for off-road ~ ` 
riding was everywhere you looked. 
Petersen (then and now the head 
of Petersen Publishing Company) 
persevered with Cycle Magazine 
until 1953, when he decided that 
a publication about motorcycles 
had a limited future and promptly 
sold it lock, stock and barrel to 
Floyd Clymer for a sum of money 
reputed to be in the neighbor- 
hood of $3000. 

Clymer would own Cycle for 13 
years, and during most of that 
period it was the dominant force on the American 
motorcycling scene. Many who remember Cycle accurately 
in the Fifties and early- to mid-Sixties remember it as having 
been inward-looking, appologist, cheap, restrained and un- 
attractive. Clymer was above all a businessman; Cycle, under 
his aegis, reflected it. He used the magazine to advertise 
races he was promoting, advertise helmets he was selling, 
advertise a motorcycle club he was nurturing, juice his 
friends in the industry and travel all over the world. If it 
showed any improvement in the early Sixties it was because 
of Cycle World, a magazine initiated by Joe and Betty Jean 
Parkhurst and published, like Cycle, in Southern California. 
Still, despite the pressures brought to bear by Cycle World, 
the magazine grew through the early part of the decade, 
and was not without redeeming qualities. Clymer, although 
he served primarily the British, Spanish, Italian and Ameri- 
can manufacturers, perceived potential in the then-new 
manufacturers from Japan. (In one of the most devastatingly 
funny reports ever published, Clymer related a piece on 
a visit to Japan complete with photographs of Japanese 
post cards, a reproduction of his business card in Japanese, 
and pictures of himself riding backwards in Japan.) He was, 
for better or worse, a trusted and trusting ally of the Ameri- 
can Motorcycle Association, an institution which then 
needed all the help and support it could get (and still does). 
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Cycle carried Honda’s first 
Cycle conciseness ad (October, 1958) and road test 
qs ee (December 1958), and Yamaha’s 
1000cc HONDA __ à first ad (May, 1959) and road test 


(August, 1962). When Clymer was 
Publisher Cycle ran the industry's 
first ecology-sensitive off-road 
riding story, printed in the August, 
1965 issue, and, sensing the pres- 
ence of an individual as capable 
as Floyd himself in the sale of 
snake-oil and charisma, ran the 
first Evel Knievel feature, (May, 
1966) for which Evel expected to 
be paid. Clymer seldom paid for 
anything, and he wasn’t about to 
pay Kneivel. He was more a seller 
than a buyer, and when he sold 
Cycle late in 1966 to its present 
owner, Ziff-Davis Publishing 
Company, Floyd received more than 100 times the amount 
he paid for it and promptly invested heavily in the Munch 
and Indian motorcycle companies. 

With its new and much more aggressive ownership Cycle 
rapidly regained the circulation lead it had lost to Cycle 
World; by 1967 Cycle was back on top, a position it has 
not relinquished since. (Cycle currently has more than twice 
the readership of Cycle World.) After 25 years in business 
Cycle has published over 21,000 pages of copy; evaluated 
more than 600 different motorcycles; presented over 300 
articles of technical interest; and has influenced the buying 
decisions and heightened the motorcycling awareness of 
over 7,000,000 individuals. It published the first motorcycle 
comparison test (March, 1970), led the way with dynamom- 
eter tests being included in road tests, was the first magazine 
to use a decibel meter, continues to be the only magazine 
in the field with its own shop facility, and maintains the 
largest staff in motorcycle publishing. 

Like any special-interest magazine fortunate enough to 
have stayed in business for a quarter of a century, Cycle 
has both changed and seen change in the sport and industry 
it serves. Over the past decade the rate of change has 
been especially rapid. We look forward to a future marked 
by yet more change, optimistic that the changes will be for 
the better, and hopeful that we can keep up. 
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View From The Enemy Camp 
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It is fair to say that Joe Parkhurst 
invented motorcycle journalism as it is 
today. He and Betty Jean Parkhurst 
felt in 1961 that motorcycling was on 
the verge of a sales and popularity 
explosion; the first issue of their 
magazine, Cycle World, was on the 
newsstands early in 1962. Despite the 
fact that Floyd Clymer’s Cycle had a 
12-year head start, Parkhurst’s fresh and 
innovative Cycle World established an 
instantaneous circulation lead that Cycle 
was unable to overcome for five years. 
Cycle World came by its success 
honorably—by publishing fair and often 
critical road tests, by presenting the 
readers with good graphics and good 
prose, and by flexing and changing with 
the times. 

We invited Joe to recall for us what it 
was like launching a new publication in 
the motorcycling field and to give us his 
impressions of Floyd Clymer, Cycle’s 
then-owner and publisher. 


é 


@ Floyd Clymer was a difficult man with 
whom to compete. When I started work 
on the first issue of Cycle World—to be 
dated January, 1962—it was the summer 
of 1961. Cycle Magazine had been 
loafing along for years, its growth 
stunted and its lines of communication 
barely extending beyond Floyd’s friends 
in the motorcycle industry. 

Marvelous magazine sales figures were 
being bandied about, but then credibility 
was never Floyd’s strong suit. Cycle was 
awful in those days. Many articles were 
simply pasted-down newspaper stories. 
Road tests were often illustrated with 
photos of Floyd riding around the 
parking lot . . . backwards. 

Inadequate as it was, Floyd Clymer’s 
Cycle Magazine, as the cover heralded, 
was the all-powerful motorcy¢le medium 
back then. Bill Bagnall, editor of “the 
Pasadena magazine” (as Floyd often 
referred to Motorcyclist), put out a far 
better book, but it lacked that certain 
ring that Floyd could impart so well 
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when telling his readers that the new 
magazine from over in Inglewood would 
not survive. 

“Fondly” is‘not the word that comes 
to mind when asked how I remember 
him. Although I was never able to 
positively isolate the incident or 
recapture its essence, Floyd somehow 
managed to convince the key people in 
the industry—who dominated the 
motorcycle business prior to the arrival 
of the Japanese firms—that they did not 
need another motorcycle magazine .. . 
particularly one that claimed to be 
outselling his from the very first issue, a 
fact he resisted acknowledging until it 
was too late. We went without the 
advertising of BSA, Triumph and the 
grand dame of motorcycling, 
Harley-Davidson, for a long time. Carol 
Sims (nee Ashworth), present-day editor 
of the highly successful Motorcycle 
Industry News, was Cycle World’s first 
associate editor. She had just quit 
Clymer and found us through the 
Department of Employment. A short 
time after that we hired Jerry Ballard to 
sell advertising. 

If it sounds as though Cycle World in 
its early days was the training ground for 
many of today’s most influential 
motorcycle/publishing people, it’s true. 
Chuck Clayton, who is currently—along 
with his wife Sharon—publisher of Cycle 
News, was Cycle World’s first art 
director. And, what would Cycle 
Magazine be today without Cycle World’s 
first technical editor, Gordon Jennings? 

Editorial integrity and quality, though 
essential to the success of a magazine, 
were not readily accepted by an industry 
that had never ever heard a disparaging 
word about its products. The havoc we 
created, when a 125cc Bultaco TSS went 
faster down Riverside Raceway’s back 
straight than a 750cc Royal Enfield, did 
not go unnoticed. 

Don Brown was the sales manager at 
Johnson Motors, Triumph distributors in 
the West. He almost lost his mind when 
the 1962 Triumph Bonneville would go 
only 110 mph. We broke an early- 
established precedent by rerunning 
it. It did a whopping 112 the second 
time. To say that we didn’t exactly 
endear ourselves to the industry would 
be a gross understatement. 

I spent many an uncomfortable hour 
at press parties and model showings. | 
hated it when they served something to 
eat; they often grouped the press people 
together, and I had to eat with Floyd. 
Good old Jennings had the right name 
for Floyd’s friends: the belt-drive bunch. 
The BDB was a formidable group of the 
old-timers who had survived and gotten 
rich from the sale of a few thousand 
bikes each year. Some of them had been 


in the business since the ’20s. With all 
due respect they were a hell of a bunch | 
of stubborn old coots. 

Patriarch of the industry, ruler of the 
AMA and a powerful foe of Cycle World 
was Harley-Davidson. (We loved to 
shorten it to Harley, or leave the hyphen 
out. It absolutely infuriated them). Walter 
Davidson was the head of things then. 
We became friends before he retired, but 
it was slow coming. 

Cycle always ran such things as the 
full and complete minutes of the AMA 
meetings . . . right down to the last 
yawn. We never mentioned them. 
Moreover, Cycle would print every single 
solitary news release sent to them. We 
ran what we thought might be of 
interest. Our road tests were pretty 
thorough, although not by today’s 
standards. Gordon had the fastest stop 
watch in the West, and the fuzz in 
Orange County were getting wise to us. 
Floyd didn’t have to antagonize them; he 
had the figures from brochures and ads. 

If Floyd’s philosophy can be para- 
phrased, it is best done in his own 
words: “We have no friends to serve or 
enemies to punish.” Then there was the 
prophetic, “Honda will never make it. 
They are spending more money on 
advertising than they are taking in.” 
Floyd practiced what was probably his 
creed. In effect, bikes never.crashed, all 
bikes were perfect, everyone was a 
gentleman and, what must have been the 
most naive of all, the Hell’s Angel’s 
didn’t exist. 

He was loved by some. He was not 
loved by some of his book customers, 
one of whom called him a “dirty 
money-grubber” when Clymer sent him a 
manual on a 1960 Twin after the guy 
had ordered one on a 1959 Single. 
Replied Floyd, “Well, it’s 99 percent 
accurate.” 

But Floyd’s old friends and associates 
—like Ted Hodgdon at BSA, Dennis 
McCormack at Triumph, the Harleys and 
the Davidsons, Bill Johnson and Wilbur 
Cedar at Johnson Motors, and the gang 
of strongmen that made up the firms that 
supplied Harley-Davidson with parts and 
components and ran the AMA, to name 
just a few—were the people who kept 
motorcycling alive through the dark days 
of the ’50s. Almost every guy who rode 
a bike wore black leather. The baddies 
sported patches proclaiming them to be 
among the fabled One-Percenters. 

It wasn’t easy for us to act like your 
everyday business executive. While the 
motorcycle establishment sat behind 
desks in the East, we were out West 
pounding around on their products. Out 
here, we didn’t pay much attention to 
them back there. That’s probably part of 


(Continued on page 118) 
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THE GOOD TIMES KEEP 





Wren you light off your 

Was Kawasaki and turn 
up the wick, you can be sure 
the good times are gonna be 
rollin’ for at least six months. 
Its guaranteed in writing’ 
And what’s better, there’s no 
mileage limit like some of 
those other guys lay on you. 
= But heres even some 
more good news. For the 
proverbial “nominal cost” 
(check the chart) you can 
extend your Kawasaki war- 
ranty in most states from 
three to six months longer. 
That’s up to a full year of 
protection. 

It all means we think our 
bikes are so good that in or- 
dinary use they won't need 
more than normal mainte- 
nance for a year or more. 
Now if we're that confident 
in our scooters, you certain- 
ly can be, too. So ride on, and 
let those good times roll. 
We've gotcha covered. 

_ *See provisions of selling 
dealer’s warranty. 
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The Kawasaki Warranty covers just about everything* Of 
course, competition bikes aren t included. Neither are 
bad moves. 








N ROLLING. 
ITS GUARANTEED. 





Motocross Bicycles 
to Roll from the Big K. 


Hang on, they're almost here. 
The Kawasaki BX’ers are on the 
way. Two of ’em. A special street 
model, and a super-lite alloy 
racing setup. Both are born and 
bred competition machines, 
beefy and agile just like their 
big brothers, the famous KX’ers 
on page two. 

These little haulers will be hit- 
ting your Kawasaki dealer’s 
showroom any day now. And 








Warranty Extension Cost Chart 
Here are the manufac- 

turer’s rates for the extension 
of the standard six-month 
Kawasaki Warranty. The cost 
is based on the model you 
buy. You may purchase either 
extension plan at the time 
you buy your new Kawasaki. 
See your Kawasaki dealer for 


full details. 
3-Month 6-Month 
Model Ext. Plan, Ext. Plan, 
Number total 9 mos. total 12 mos. 


MT-1 $12.00 $20.00 
MC-1 12.00 20.00 
MC-1M 12.00 20.00 
G-3 12.00 20.00 
G-4 TR 12.00 20.00 
G-5 12.00 20.00 
F-6 15.00 25.00 
KS-125 15.00 25.00 
KX-125 N/A N/A 

F-7 15.00 25.00 
F-1] 18.00 30.00 
KX-250 N/A N/A 

F-9 21.00 35.00 
S-1 18.00 30.00 
S-2 21.00 35.00 
S-3 25.00 40.00 
KZ-400 25.00 40.00 
KX-400 N/A N/A 

H-1 25.00 40.00 
H-2 30.00 50.00 
Z-1 35.00 60.00 


Prices subject to change without notice. 


they're worth waiting for. Motor- 
cycle swing arm engineering. 
Hefty 3-position shocks. Adjust- 
able banana seat. Competition 
fork. Gnarly knobbies. No-bust 
plastic rear fender. Just about 
everything but an engine. 

Sure, everybody knows Yam- 
aha’s putting out something. 
But you'd better see these K- 
bikes before you decide what 
you want to be on come race 
day. These babies are bad-d-d. 
And, they're priced right, too. 
Look for ’em. 
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3 Meaner Green-Meanies. 


If doin’ it in the dirt is what presses your go-button, brother, we got your numbers. KX-125. KX-250. KX-400. Pick one. Congratula- 
tions, you picked a winner. Just twist on that gasser, dump the clutch and it’s rooster-tail time. These are three of the solidest performing 
works MX-ers on the market. And they come with a 30-day parts only/no labor warranty. Who else but Kawasaki has that? Scope out 
the specks for 1975. Now we're not gonna tell ya’ you'll automatically smoke every duck on a Yammer or Zook; but, you give one of 
these Kawasakis a good ride, and it'll give you a good finish. And that, friends, is a good time. 








4 into 1 Exhaust System — 
Custom engineered and 
made by Gurney. Lets your 


Z breathe deep and healthy. 
Andthatmeans more horses. 


Bolts on easily with ground 
clearance galore. Nasty but 
nice. About $135. 








Engine type 2-stroke rotary valve single Clutch Wet multi-disc 
Piston displacement 125 cc Transmission 6-speed, constant mesh 
Compression ratio 8.0:1 Wheelbase 52.8 in. 
MA BHP @ RPM 22 @ 9750 Ground clearance 7.3in. 

| Torque, lbs/ft@ RPM 12.7 @ 9000 Suspension, front Telescopic fork 

J Carburation Mikuni VM26SC Suspension, rear Swing arm 
Ignition system Electronic capacitor discharge | Dry weight 178 lbs. 
Lube system Gas/oil mix s 


nitely a tough little sucker to beat. 


As you can see, we didn’t change much on this goer. You don’t fool with a winning set-up. Of 
course, it’s got our exclusive Electro-Fuse® cylinder coating and the high-performance CDI 
system. Plus some rider comforts like extra seat padding and natural rubber hand grips. Defi- 





Engine type 2-stroke piston valve single Clutch Wet multi-disc 
Piston displacement 249 cc” Transmission 5-speed, constant mesh 
Compression ratio 79:1 Wheel 55.8 in? 
BHP @ RPM 34 @ 8000 Ground clearance 89 in? 

| Torque, lbs/ft@ RPM 23.2 @ 7500 Suspension, front Telescopic fork 

J Carburation Mikuni VM34SC Suspension, rear Swing arm w/Kayaba gas shocks* 
Ignition system Electronic capacitor discharge” | Dry weight 212 Ibs’ 
Lube system Gas/oil mix “New for 1975 models 


Major redesign here. A new engine size, up from 246 cc. And new bore, too. Electro-Fuse® 
cylinder coat. A new frame for increased front and rear wheel travel. Slant-mounted, constant 
dampening gas shocks help, too. Lighter aluminum conical front brake drum. Smoother CDI 
system. Plus lots of new rider comforts. One blip on the handle and you'll be sold. 


Engine type 2-stroke, piston valve single Clutch Wet multi-disc r 
Piston displacement 401 cc* Transmission Close-ratio 5-speed, constant mesh 

7 Compression ratio 65:1 Wheelbase 55.8in? 

A BHP @ RPM 41 @ 6500° Ground clearance 9.1 in? 

| Torque, lbs/ft@ RPM 32.8 @ 6000" Suspension, front Telescopic fork i 

/ Carburation Mikuni VM36SC* Suspension, rear Swing arm w/Kayaba gas shocks 
Ignition system Electronic capacitor discharge” | Dry weight 234 Ibs’ 
Lube system Gas/oil mix New for 1975 models 
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Case Guards—They look 
good. They work good. For 
the good of your Z. Protect 
that pretty mill, and yourself. 
(Also available for all other 
Kawasaki streeters, too.) 
About $20. 


Oil Cooler—It keeps Zee 
oil cool. What else? Designed 
for racing and highspeed, ex- 
tended engine use. Mounts 
right up front. About $50. 


®A trademark of Kawasaki Motors Corporation. 


Lots of switches on this baby. Engine down from 450 cc gives better acceleration curve. Add a 
bigger 36 mm carb. Rugged motocross trans. A quieter muffler. High-performance Dykes piston 
ring. CDI reliability. Kayaba Kawasaki Custom gas shocks. And lots more comfort. See it. 


Specifications subject to change without notice. 


Electro What? 


Yes indeed, Kawasaki has come 
up with another engineering 
breakthrough. No kidding. It’s 
called Electro-Fuse® The cylin- 
der bores on the new KX-125 
and 250 mills are coated utiliz- 
ing this exclusive new process. 

Here’s how it works in one 
sentence. Ready.2...Go. By 
means of 4n- 









UAT aLOY CyN 
So what 
go-fast racer? Plenty. (1) much 
better heat dissipation; (2) far 
less wear; (3) greater resistance 
to seizure; (4) lighter weight; 
and, (5) the allowance of future 
port enlargement. All together 
these are the features not avail- 
able with other forms of cylin- 
der coating. And they're all real 
advantages for demanding 
competition engine use. Ask 
any wrench worth his ratchet. 
Remember . . . Electro-Fuse® 
Only Kawasaki has it. 
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A GOOD PAIR TO COMPARE. 





























Engine type 

Bistomidisplacermennt S e AEE E EA EEE E E E 3 

Bore and stroke....... 67mm x 50.6mm 
(OM PLEssionni ratio je tees T E N A A, 
Acceleration, “mile B15.398 secs/82.87 MPH 
lain AOA REM EARE ones tates A E A nga eet niece B 26.05 @ 9000 
Torque, lbs/ft @ RPM..... 816.38 @ 7000 
Crankshaft Balance System .. Crankshaft Flywheels 
Carburation „Two 30mm Keihin CV 
Transmission .6-speed constant mesh 
gyration a E E S r E EE E E ttery and coil 
Starten aa orania esE ‘Kick and electric 
ANSERO RON PA EEE E E 130 watts @ 5000 
Alternator Type............ : Permanent Fixed Field 
(ONK a eeN OEE E E AA A 4.2 U.S. pints 
Fuel capacity. .2.7 U.S. gallons 
EVE TOA E a U A E E S a A neath AN Hyd. disc 
Brakes, rear. Mech. drum 
eon Aer E N E S E T A N E 53.0 in. 


Length, overall 
Width, overall.. 


Seat height... 

Dry Weight.. ..357 lbs. 
(E id red; candy blue 
Price( AO AIN E E E AE IEN $1,224.00 









$ Kawasaki KZ-400 Special 

Engine type eg a atest ah soe ota teoscossathad 4-stroke, parallel twin, OHC 
Piston displacement 2 rere a ataa aa aed incon E tise 9 CC 
Bore and stroke........ 


















64mm x 62mm 
Compression ratio .. 9 
Acceleration, 14 mile 
BHP @ RPM................. 
Torque, lbs/ft @ RPM...... 
Crankshaft Balance System... 
Carburatori 
Transmission 
Jonifion siete ee AERE E A E E A ; 
Starter....... 


Two 36mm Keihin CVB 
..0-speed constant mesh 
..... Battery and coil 


Altemator-output @ | 00 watts @ 5000 
Alternator Type... Excited Field Rotor 
Oil capacity....... 0.4 US, pints 


Fuel capacity 
Brakes, front... 
Brakes, rear. 
Wheelbase......... 


3.7 U.S. gallons 








Length, overall 31.9 
Width, overall....... 31. Lin 
Seat height....... 02.2 in 
Dry Weight... 366 lbs 
Colors EEEE A if 3 

Price (POE, west)........... Ue E E $995.00 * 


Did you notice the prices? There is a difference. And if you’ve just gotta have a disc brake and an electric starter, we’ve got the Kawasaki 
KZ-400 Deluxe for $1219* (POE west). Everything else is the same as the KZ-400 Special. Either way, you’re gonna get a good run for 


your money from Kawasaki. 


ACycle Magazine; June, 1974—Road test of KZ-400D (with disc brakes and electric starter; otherwise performance is same). 


B Cycle Magazine: December, 1973 — Road test of CB360G. 
C Cycle Magazine: February, 1975—Reference article “Basic Electrics.” 


“Manufacturer's suggested list price excluding freight, title, dealer prep, state and local taxes. Prices subject to change without notice. 


A Great Little Competitor. 


Here ‘tis. A maxi-mini-iron from the 
big K. The KD-80. A teeny green 
meanie, specially designed for compe- 
tition in the 76-85cc mini-cycle racing 
class. It’s strong running 79cc 2-cycle 
single puts out the kind of ponies 
you'd expect from something in the 


90cc range. 


lace Mini Bike Competition AS 


The silky smooth five-speed gives 
you shifts that will leave most junior 
hotshoes blubbing on your dust. It’s 
green. It’s a goer. It’s a gas. Check it 
out at your dealer, and bring your dad. 








Things for Carrying On. 





The KD-80. 


Sissy Bars and Backrests — 
A must for your takin*it-easy 
riders. The tourer’s delight. Just 
lean back and enjoy it. From 


about $11 to $23. 











STEEN 


Kawasaki is not taking any 
chances. We want to make sure 
that nobody else does either. 
So, this year we're putting over 
a million bucks into community 
motorcycle safety education 
support. 

Our programs include loan 
bikes, instruction kits, films, 
how-to-ride information and 
many other valuable aids. They 
are available to schools, com- 
munity groups, police depart- 
ments and any other concerned 
organizations. Over 300 Kawa- 
saki dealers nationwide are be- 
hind the effort, loaning more 
bikes than any other manufac- 
turer. This makes Kawasaki one 
of the most aggressive compa- 





Kawasaki Good Times 





nies in helping get motorcycle 
safety education programs roll- 
ing in communities all across 
the nation. 

Having a good time on your 
scoot means keeping it, and 
yourself, in one piece. The old 
safe-and-sane is still the best 
way to go. Savvy or beginner, 
safe riding techniques will save 
you from having to trash alot of 
parts. 

For more information on what 
Kawasaki can do to help you 
start a motorcycle safety educa- 
tion program in your commu- 
nity, contact: Kawasaki Motor- 
cycle Safety Department, P.O. 
Box 11447, Santa Ana, Califor- 
nia 92711. 





Keep Your Eyes 
Open 

The complete story on Kawa- 
saki’s new plant in Lincoln, 
Nebraska coming next issue. 
Naturally we’re the first Japa- 
nese motorcycle manufactur- 
er to make ourselves at home, 
in America that is. 











Lower The Cost Of Living it Up. 


The G-5. Five speeds. A hundred cc's. And 
Kawasaki quality to boot. It’s as easy to ride as 
it is to own. A fun way to get from here to 
there, and get ahead while youre at it. For 
yourself, yourkid, your wife. Or just some 
good advice for a friend. The G-5. itll 


*Suggested list price excluding freight, dealer prep, title, state and local taxes. you ride 











lower the cost of living it up. 
es Comingor going. 


$54 
Kawasaki 
lets the good times roll. 













we 












Good ‘times include riding 
safely. We recommend wear- 
ing a helmet and eye protec- 
tion, keeping lights on and 
checking local laws before 


















LETTERS 





I am 17 and haue neuer vinitten to. 
a company to tell them how. much 
I like their products, But I feel you 
people at Kawasaki haue tt coming. 
She G-11 250 Enduno was the bike 
magazine test I could 


sje Iranti and a ladles De c 
ed. I couldnt believe it. No other 
this. Right then I decided Kawasaki 
wads Ma. 7. 

Anyhow, I never did get the F-11, 
but today the KX.250 is my dream 
machine. Ive cluays wanted to race 
MK ert. I'm sorry te tay Jue neuer 
owned a Kawasaki, bik i} I can ever 
afford il, you can tet IU buy a 
KX-250. 


Andy 
Brainard, Minnesota 


Get Paid for Wuting, 

tion ts oluioudsly all abont. And that 
means youn gaod times. So we want 
te hear about em. 

BU us your increditle two-wheel, 


the motorcycle underground, And 
welll also tnou in a $700 gift cer- 
tificate good at youn local Kawasaki 
dealer. Now that aint bad for story 
tellin’. 

So let's hear prom you. And remem- 
Uhite: Kawasahi Good Timesi, Let- 
tert Column, LO. Box 11447, Santa 
Ana, California 92711. 
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CYCLE 1950-1975 


Honda CB-750 Four 
Honda CB-77 Super Hawk 
Harley-Davidson XLCH Sportster 
- Yamaha DT-1 250 Enduro 

Triumph T120 Bonneville 


THE CLASSICS 


ə For more than three decades, Triumph meant vertical twin. And in the 
1950s and 1960s, the fastest Triumph—the T120—carried the Bonneville 
signature. Americans loved Bonnys, and it’s easy to understand why. The 
650cc Bonnevilles spoke performance. T120s were reputed to clock a genuine 
120 mph, and if they fell five or six miles-per-hour short of that figure, 
Americans didn’t seem to care much. For the Yankee demigods lived at the 
dragstrip, and depending on the year, a good Bonneville could send you 
through the quarter-mile in 13.5 seconds. And when Bonny riders got tired of 


smoking off fast cars at the local A&W they just might learn what their British 


cousins had already learned about Bonnevilles: Triumphs really handled. 
Speed, power and handling—all were good reasons for buying a Bonneville. 
Even if the Meriden twins could have done nothing well, those classic 
Triumph lines would have sold the motorcycle anyway. To its end, the T120 
was still the best 650 ever built. 


SET E RET 
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THE CLASSICS 


® The XLCH Sportster was: fast, crude, strong, brutish, 
loud, big, quick, handsome and heavy. American to the 
core, the Sportster followed that unchanging Yankee 
prescription for go-fasters: no substitute for cubic inches. 
European motorcycles almost looked effete by 
comparison. No one could ever accuse the Sportster of 
the early-to-mid 1960s of finessing its way into 
super-performance. Point-to-point, a Triumph Bonneville 
might make time on a Sportster if the road waved left 
and right. A good Sportster didn’t depend upon any 
indirect methods for going fast. Lesser machines, 
Harley riders would tell you, might have to rely on their 
brakes and handling to hustle. Sportsters, sonny, only 
needed that big V-twin. 


Had you called Sportster an 883cc motorcycle, a . 


God-fearing Harley rider would have smacked you 
straight. Harley sizes were reckoned in honest-to- 
American Cubic Inches. And if your 53.9 cubic-inch 
Sportster got shut down by some upstart Triumph 
Bonneville, then you retaliated with 63 or 72 cubic 
inches. Show someone a good Sportster, and he’d 
show you a 13-second quarter-mile. 


Sportsters, the real ones—XLCHs with shorty pipes ` 


and no electric starters—were too much machine for 
sissified riders. Starting a magneto-model Sportster on 
a frosty morning was a true test of manhood. And 
maybe the Sportster leaked some oil, and maybe the 
oil would get to the dry clutch sometimes, and 

maybe it vibrated a bit much. But the faults were 
endearing and necessary. Men could take it, right? At 
least you could tell the strong from the weak, the rich 
from poor, the men from the boys—and it made you 
feel so damn secure. 





The Super Hawk 
showed what the 
Japanese could, 

and would, do. 
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The Sportster 
came in 
Honest- 
to-American 
Cubic Inches. 





@ The Honda 305 stands as a landmark of 
monumental dimensions. That model demonstrated 
what the Japanese could do, and what Honda would 
do, in the 1960s: build modern motorcycles. The 305cc 
Super Hawk was truly a remarkable device—one 
overhead camshaft, two cylinders, four main bearings, 
ten-to-one compression, 27 horsepower, 9000 rpm and 
110 miles per hour. And electric starting. 

Fifteen years later, those specifications may sound a 
bit dated, though not outmoded. In the era of pushrods 
and flickering lights, the 305 was a revelation. By 1960 
standards the CB-77 was not only astonishingly 
smooth, but ridiculously reliable. Nuts stayed on bolts, 
and the electrics could be trusted. 

Americans loved the scrambler-styled CL-77, but the 
CB-77 Super Hawk, with its low bars, downswept 
exhausts, huge twin-cam brakes and full 
instrumentation, was the better piece. Average 
motorcyclists gasped at the size of the carburetors—two 
24mm feeding two little cylinders! Six-fifty riders would 
choke when a CB-77 flew past them at 100 mph with 
a whining snarl: And in the pit of their consciousness, 
everyone sensed that motorcycling had reached a new 
beginning. 


CYCLE 








You could 
take the P 

DT-1 off-road, 
and you didn't Ẹ 
need to carry | 
a wilderness 


survival kit. 





@ Four has always been a magic number in 
motorcycling. Before the introduction of the CB-750 
KO, the number four suggested smoothness, luxury and 
power. Suggestion was the right word. Very few 
American motorcyclists had tried an Ariel Square 
Four—it was smooth all right, and fragile and 
powerless. No one had sampled four-cylinder racing 
hardware. But World Championship exotica hammered 
home the lesson: a really good four could be amazingly 
powerful and reliable. So everyone “knew” about fours, 
and everyone waited. 

Honda built the CB-750, and the anticipation ended. 

It was the most significant motorcycle built in thirty 
years. In one leap ahead, motorcycle engineering 
came forward a full generation. The CB-750 taught the 
motorcycle world the meaning of refinement and civility 
in a two-wheeled vehicle. Honda’s 750 redirected the 
thrust of big-bore motorcycling; it became the standard 
against which everybody—including other 
manufacturers—measured their motorcycles. 

The CB-750 KO was no carefully laundered, 
currycombed pussycat. The first Honda fours were 
strong, visceral, exciting motorcycles. In 1969 the bike 
was devastating in one final way: mass-produced in 
quantity, $1500 bought an instant classic. 
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@ Before the DT-1, the off-road sport was the preserve 
of a small band of riders, dedicated to the proposition 
that Eastern mud and Western sand beat the tarmac 
anytime. In order to mix it up with chipmunks and 
lizards, early off-road riders mounted Triumph desert 
sleds, Matchless boomers, Greeves two-strokes, or even 
modified NSU and BMW singles. 

The DT-1 was significant in many ways. First, 
Yamaha built the DT-1 as an off-road vehicle, and then 
added the equipment to make it street-legal. To be 
sure, the bike wasn’t a first-string off-roader, but for 
bouncing around beyond the asphalt, the DT-1 was far 
superior to the Japanese “street scramblers” of the 
1960s. Those S-S bikes were nothing more than street 
machines which had high pipes, bash plates and warty tires. 

Moreover, the DT-1 brought modern Japanese’ 
two-stroke technology into the off-road sport. Reliable 
ignition, oil injection, tough crankshafts, and five-speed 
gearboxes allowed non-mechanics (and non-campers) 
to take a crack at off-road riding. 

The actual development of the DT-1 mirrored an 
increased sophistication in the motorcycle industry. 
Those who would sell the product were closely involved 
with the actual creation of the motorcycle. The DT-1 
Yamaha was the first Japanese motorcycle developed 
by a stateside team. 

Yamaha’s enduro was the right bike at the right 
place at the right time, and the DT-1 triggered the 
explosion in American off-road motorcycling. 








motorcycle 
ji of the 1960s? 
gy, Easy. 
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C. R. Axtell, because he makes 
engines make horsepower when 
others simply cannot. 


Bruce Brown, film-maker: motor: 


cycling will never forget 
“On Any Sunday.” 


Kevin Cameron, former member 
the Tubby Tuners, 

pit-talks in numbers and 
translates for readers. 


Jim. Buchanan, frame-straighten- 


er: send him your warped, your 
kinked, your dinged’. ; . 


Tom Heininger, Neil Holt and 
Bob Hughes will put you into a 


zippy Webco T-shirt, hysterics 
and a magnum opus 
hangover. 9 


Amiable Racer Don Castro, though 
tuned in plaster and gauze of 
late, always carries a smile. 


9. 


Reg Pridmore, racer, and Hel- 
mut Kern, tuner: the absolute 
kings of production racing. 


Erv Kanemoto, for never 
giving less than one 
hundred percent as a 
tuner or a man. 


Mike Hailwood, a genuine motor- 
cycle racing legend, rode Daytona 
1970-71 for BSA. Mike survives, but 
BSA didn't. 

Bart Markel, three-time 

AMA National Champion, 

was the most ferocious 

dirt tracker in memory: 





Brian Slark, Royal Feddler of 
the best Nortons in Her 
Majesty’s Realm, including the 
American colonies. 


Kenny Roberts, racer: there’s 
a good chance he’s already 
the greatest that ever lived. 


Champion's Arnold Frank will 
give you cheery advice though 
your plugs have just melted. 


Ken Maely, the Hot Shoe Man: 
If you're a racer, he’s always 
there when you need him. 


Gary Nixon: for being a racer’s 
racer, but mostly just because 
he’s so totally Gary Nixon. 


Jody Nicholas, a fast kid-racer 
on a Gold Star, went faster later 
on Nortons and Suzukis. 


Carl Cranke loves Pentons and is 
the best ISDT rider from the west. 


to a gold medal in Italy. 


some you'll know, others you wont... 


Dennis Poore, Chairman, 
. Norton-Triumph: he 
$ keeps the British 
motorcycle industry 
afloat. 


Heikki Mikkola’s wild style 
pleased motocross spectators 
around the world. The wirey 
Finn took the 500cc world title. 


Unbelievable Art Baumann began 
racing at 12-tenths, and. crashed 
his way back down to 10-tenths. 
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Roger DeCoster’s fitness and skill 
made him 500cc world motocross 
champ for four years on Suzukis 
unlike any that they ever sold. 









SPECIAL MONEY-SAVING DISCOUNT OFFER 
FOR READERS OF CYCLE MAGAZINE 


The all-new 


1975 CYCLE BUYERS GUIDE ` 


is scheduled to go on sale nationally April 29, 1975. 


It’s your first buy before you buy anything else. 


1975 CYCLE BUYERS GUIDE will again feature a gang of no-nonsense advice from the pros on 
how to decide what you need and can afford. It includes everything they’re putting down for 
1975, complete with specs—a gigantic motorcycle catalog section complete with photographic 
and technical descriptions of every bike available in America in 1975. A full run-down on acces- 
sories in an expanded accessories section. Plus dyno tests, charts and features to offer you all 


you need to know to “shop” your next bike here before you hit the dealers. 


YOU CAN RESERVE YOUR COPY NOW AT THE 


F | SPECIAL PRE-PUBLICATION PRICE OF ONLY *1.25 POSTPAID. 


This offer is being made to readers of Cycle Magazine only. Newsstand price is $1.95; mail order 
price $2.25 (you save 70c and $1.00 respectively). Complete the Reservation Form and return it 
promptly along with your remittance in the amount of $1.25. We’ll reserve your copy of the 1975 | 
\ CYCLE BUYERS GUIDE and mail it to you on or before April 29 from first-off-the-press ee 


@ f 
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PRE-PUBLICATION RESERVATION FORM 

















Cycle Buyers Guide Print Name 
Ziff-Davis Service Division 
S 595 Broadway Address 
New York, N.Y. 10012 
4 x i City 
Enclosed is $1.25 (outside U.S.A. $2.00). Please reserve my 
Q copy of the 1975 Cycle Buyers Guide to be mailed to me from f 
7 first-off-the-press copies on or before April 29, 1975. State Zip 


ASA P oA SATA E HA T A T T mena Se Se ey E E E er pan ee ee 
DWAAAA MiG 1Y IY NA SZ INT N FIN IN ININ ANANA 


Residents of Calif., Col., Fla., IIl., Mich., Mo., N.Y. State. D.C. and Tex. add applicable sales tax, CY 12 


Bob Blair, ZDS Motors: 
our favorite West Coast 
Ducati freak. 


Kel Carruthers: World Champion, 
businessman, race manager. And 
that only scratches the surface. 


Sonny Routt, drag racer: 
the quickest clutch in the 
sport, and getting quicker. 


mE m 


Don Vesco: sponsor and tuner, 
holder of the motorcycle speed 
record, evergreen enthusiast. 
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No one man dominated one sport 
as Sammy Miller did observed 
trials. Now employed. by Honda, 


Sammy took 10 world trials titles. f 


Bob Trigg, engineer, Norton- 
Triumph: among other things, 
he developed the Isolastic. 
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Speedy Babbs, daredevil: he 
dared to oppose the helmet 
law in Stuart, Florida. 


How could you forget Dick Mann? 
Some expect that he'll still be 
racing when Cycle turns fifty. 


Chris Draayer, who lost an arm 
to racing but kept his special 
quality of courage. 


Edwin Clark thinks bikes are dan- 
gerous. He likes to work with 
nuts and bolts and he’s the best 
orthopedic surgeon we have seen. 


an aD ra aa 
TOS ff Se A D Z A 
"Z W H Y ©} 


Joe Bolger, tool-maker: former 
New England scrambles great, 
now merely great. 
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dim Rice, Racer: and winner, 
and photographer, and thinker, 
and mechanic, and unlucky. ere 
Roger Hull, Publisher of Road 
Rider Magazine: having fun and 
making a bundle (chuff-chuff). 


Peter Williams and Phil Read: Two 
good reasons never to scoff at the 
European school of racing. Bright, articulate and fast John 

Long proves that not all go-fasters 


are born in SoCal. 


Tom Sifton, retired cam-grinder: 
probably the greatest race-tun- 
er that ever lived. 


Triumph’s Bob Ellison can get 
horsepower out of a sewing 


machine. You should see his 
Triumphs. 


Gary Robison and Laurent Beau- 
doin: the Can-Am dirt-slingers 
are the best you can buy. 


Bob Rudolph, Bates Industries: 
keeps the Cycle staff, and a 


Bill Uhl won gold medals in each 
lot of others, looking. spiffy. 


ISDT qualifier in 1974 and tied 
as best rider in the series. He 
then took a gold in the ISDT. 


Hurley Wilvert, came to Kawasaki 
as a mechanic, emerged as a 
racer. Not a member of the Tubby 
Tuners. Neither is Paul Smart. 


Paul Dean, the Editor of Cycle 
Guide Magazine: worthy compet- 


itor, great story-teller. 
Marvin Foster, Hodaka: a suc- 


cessful battler against giants 
and a great calendar-maker. 








A Navy career. Because there’s 
more to life than a paycheck. — 
























Teaming up to secure the lines. 


We'll give you an honest opportunity to succeed. 
Ata challenging job. With travel. And friends. 

Take career fields. We’ve got over 70 of them. And we'll 
train you in one, if you qualify. Train you to lead, or take 
responsibility for your own job. 

Take education. We'll help you continue or resume yours 
through our Navy Campus for Achievement program. 

Take life-style. We'll give you a chance to see places you 
might never have seen, meet people you might never have 
known. You'll have to give it all you’ve got. But you’ll get 
as much as you give. 

Your Navy Recruiter can tell you what training 

you qualify for even before you enlist. Training 

to help you become someone really special. 
Talk to him. Or call 800-841-8000 toll-free. 
Anytime. 


A submarine returning home from sea. 
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HARLEY- 
DAVIDSON KR 


In most respects the best 
of the Grass Roots Racers. 
This big side-valver was 

as direct and uncouth as a 
punch in the mouth, and it 
carried two generations of 
riders more racing miles 
than any other two-wheeler. 


TRIUMPH 
500 TWIN 


Extensive development 
work by the factory 
made this version a 
real weapon; the 
special parts that gave 
it such remarkable 
performance in the 
67 season never were 
available to privateers. 





YAMAHA TD1-B 

This two-stroke twin was 
crude and unforgiving to ride, 
and all its four-stroke 
contemporaries were obsolete 
the moment it arrived here. 


MATCHLESS G50 
For a time the “Matchbox” 
cammer was a real force 

in AMA pavement racing; it 
also saw service in dirt 
oval events and one hauled 
Dick Mann straight into 

a National Championship. 

















































® Technology may have been advanced 
and engineering talent interestingly applied 
back when Honda cranked up its computers - 
to produce a 125cc five, with 20 valves and 
a 23,000 rpm redline, but where was the 
benefit to racing? You might better ask if 
the Honda and the other intricate GP 
shriekers ever actually raced. What they 
really seemed to be doing was making a 
public display of technological overkill, with 
the outcome of a particular event having 
been decided months earlier and thousands 
of miles distant by people gripping slide 
rules instead of handlebars. We recall some 
remarkable exibitions of speed by various 
of those highstrung exotics, but exhibitions 
are not racing. Neither are battles between 
computers truly sport. 

Racing is at its best when it becomes 
a contest between riders, which requires 
something close to performance parity 
among the machines being ridden. That 
requirement has never been met except by 


INSTRUMENTS 
RACINGS © 
MUSIC 


by Gordon Jennings 


anit itl es 


NORTON MANX 
Accepted as the definitive 
road racing motorcycle, 
though never entirely equal 
to its own reputation. 
Excellent handling, but 
not much for 
horsepower. 








motorcycles of relatively straightforward 

construction and modest specification. So 

the really great racing motorcycles have not 

been elaborate devices like the GP Hondas 

and certainly nothing like the radiatored 

four-cam V-8 that Moto Guzzi rode to glory, 

bankruptcy and enshrinement in techno- 

freaks’ hearts. All the great ones have been 

widely available, which automatically makes | 

them much more commoners than kings, 

and such technical interest as they may 

have had has centered mostly on their 

mechanical quirks. They have been the 

instruments of racing’s music, and deserve 

to be remembered for that—even though 

there isn’t a Stradivarius in the lot. | 
Statisticians can argue the point if it 

pleases them, but it seems reasonably cer- 

tain that the greatest of all the bikes we’d 

call Grass Roots Racers was Harley-David- 

son’s last side-valve 750, the model KR— 

which was developed from the WR, a design 

drawn by Adam between bites of an apple 

Eve stuck under his nose. The KR was 

introduced in 1952 as a competition version 

of the then-new K-model street-squirter, 

and remained in production until the big 

AMA rules change ended the 500cc ohv/ 

750cc side-valve formula at the conclusion 





BSA GOLD STAR 

The classic British banger, shown above on 

a blue-groove mile, was at its best on certain 
of America’s dirt tracks. Still a winner at Ascot 
six years after production was brought to a halt. 
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F ast 1? Cool Job! 


* TRAIN AT HOME TO BE A 


Motorcycle 


If you like to 
ride a cycle 
for fun...learn how to fix 
it for profit! Can you imagine a better way to 
earn your living? And to make it even better, the 
pay is great—whether you choose to work ina 
cycle shop for someone else or decide to start 

your own cycle repair business. 

Now, thanks to North American, there’s a fast, 
easy way to get the training you need... at home in 
your spare time. No need to quit school or your job. 
Experts show you step-by-step everything from 
minor tune-ups to major overhauls. 


CYCLES ARE BIG BUSINESS 
.. AND SO IS FIXING THEM! 


There are more than 3 million cycles registered 
in the U.S. today. Plas an estimated 3 million 
more dirt bikes, But, there are fewer than 10,000 
motorcycle mechanics available to repair them. 
(Imagine only one mechanic for every 600 motor- 
cycles!) No wonder career opportunities are so 
great...and getting better every day. The door 











is open to you now. Rush coupon for FREE 
“Motorcycle Mechanic Career Kit.” 







Special Cycle To nia Tee r 

1 Professional tools se 

um yooo ie Le (eat esta tet instruments, 
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sockets, impact Soe" acuun > z degree Wheels e a 
FAI sets, dial indicators and much NR He MY aan 
‘ Je tools and instru D EA na 
chanic. Find out all 
Career Kit No cost 
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ror FREE “Motorcycle Mechanic 
or ever! Rush coupon today. 






ion pack’ 
in your action -pac' 
about it now. Send f 
or obligation . . . NOW 













You'll Be the Center of 
a Attraction in Your Circle of Friends... 
à Be the envy of friends & neighbors 
as they flock around to watch you 
tear down and tune-up all kinds 
of motorcycles. And just think of 
the satisfaction in knowing you’ve 
~N got the best performing bike in 
town. Plus, you can make extra 
dollars fixing motorcycles for 
your friends and neighbors. 


SEND FOR FREE CAREER KIT 
Get all the facts now... with- 
out obligation. Be the first in 
your neighborhood to cash in 
on the big demand for motor- 
cycle mechanics. 





Mail Coupon Now! 


Cais OU ENERET 


Careers by Home-Study 


NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MOTORCYCLE REPAIR I 
y 4500 Campus Dr., Dept.£ A035 Newport Beach, CA 92663 I 





I Rush FREE “Career Kit” on how I can q 
Į become an expert Motorcycle Mechanic. i 
: NAME AGE — I 
| ADDRESS t 
lory i 
He 
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The three gre 












Fred Nix on a Harley KR leads it, Next comes Sammy 


Tanner (7) BSA; George Roeder (94) H-D; Gary Nixon (9) Triumph; Mert Lawwill (18) H-D. 


of the 1969 season. During the KR’s racing 
life, which spanned 17 years, it was ridden 
by famous names and dozens of no-hopes 
in every kind of motorcycle competition 
America offered. The KR was just a yearling 
when Paul Goldsmith used one to win on 
the old sand-north, pavement-south Day- 
tona beach course, and it continued to 
prevail in the 200-miler right into the mod- 
ern Tri-Oval era. The last Daytona run 
under the previous AMA engine rules was 
in 1969, and Cal Rayborn did the deed 
on a KR—which was what Mert Lawwill rode 
to win that year’s last National and put a 
fitting end to the KR’s long and honorable 
competition career. 

So much for heroes and KRs. The bike 
won more than its share of races, but it 
achieved greatness—in our estimation—by 
hauling those no-hopes and permanent 
mid-field fixtures over what surely must be 
more racing miles than any other bike in 
history. For nearly two decades about half 
the field in any given AMA pro event would 
be KR-mounted, and for most of those 
years nearly all those who rode KRs were 
using the same machine for everything. 
They'd run hard-tail frames on the half- 
miles and switch to the swing-arm rear 
section for TTs and road racing, and the 





riders who were both serious and reasona- 
bly well-financed would have alternative 
cams and transmission gearsets along with 
the usual selection of sprockets to be used 
in adjusting the KR to suit various tracks 
and kinds of racing. 

Study the KR, and its history, and you 
won’t know whether to be more astonished 
at the machine’s longevity, or at the notion 
that anyone would try to make it work in 
the first place. After a faltering start in 1952, 
when it wasn’t quite as fast as the earlier 
WR, the racing K-model did become com- 
petitive, and it remained competitive right 
through 1969. Some have said the KR 
derived an unfair advantage from its dis- 
placement, which was half-again as great 
as the 500s it ran against; you might more 
reasonably argue that the smaller engines 
got an unfair advantage from their over- 
head valves. In truth, there wasn’t much 
inherent advantage either way—displace- 
ment and valve location brought a neat bal- 
ance to ultimate power output—and when 
the Harley-Davidson had muscle on its En- 
glish rivals the reason was development 
effort more than rules-fiddling. 

Harley-Davidson had reason to introduce 
a 750 side-valve touring bike after the rest 

(Continued on page 98) 


The same 500cc Triumph twin that powered Gary Nixon’s miler in the above photo was used 
in his Daytona-winning road racer. The oil cooler was added when a fairing was used. 
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Introducing The New 





AGOSTINI TOURING BOOT 


Endorsed and used by road racing WORLD CHAMPION Giacomo Agostini, 
this new touring boot has been developed for street riding yet is stylish and 
comfortable enough to work in all day long — at the office or shop. 

In keeping with Full Bore’s reputation, this lightweight boot is made of the 
best available leather and quality workmanship. The Agostini Model Touring 
Boot has a built up heel, arch support, sewn sole with corrugated/non-slip 
surface, and anti-slip/anti-vibration ribs where the boot makes contact with 
the foot peg. 

See your FULL BORE DEALER today for the finest in Motorcycle Touring 
Boots. 


distributed exclusively by 


M O T O R C O M POA UN Y 
P.O. BOX 36, SCHENECTADY, NEW YORK 12301 


ANKE Ee 
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@a BANGOR PUNTA Company 






































NOW THERE’S A TOURING MACHINE 
THAT RUNS SMOOTH AS GLASS. 
THE RE-5 ROTARY. 


If you’re the kind of guy who likes 
to get up early Sunday morning, climb 
on amachine and ride a couple hundred 
miles before stopping for lunch, you're 
going to love the RE-5. 

Because in between the corn 
flakes and the cheeseburger it'll give 
you nothing but smooth, effortless, 
pain-free riding. 


it spins out power. 


Instead of pistons that pump up 
and down, the RE-5 has a 3-sided rotor 
that spins around. Each side of the rotor 
does the job of a piston; so with every 
revolution of the rotor, three firing 
cycles are completed. 

The result is smooth, continuous 
power. Instead of winding up rpms and 
running out of torque, the engine feels 
like it will keep on spinning out power 
—almost without end. 


Effortless handling. 


As soon as you leave the kick 
stand you know you’re sitting on some- 
thing very special in the handling 
department. It shifts smoothly thru all 
five gears. 

Give it a little body english and 
lean through the corners, it’s right with 
you all the way. And when you hit the 
brakes, you stop. The big hydraulic dual 
discs up front are the reason. There’s 
no swerving, no locking, no fading. 


A revolutionary machine. 


There isn’t enough space here 
to discuss all the RE-5’s features, 
but when you visit your Suzuki deal- 
er, he’ll be glad to point them out. 

Like the dual cooling systems. 
Capacitor Discharge Ignition. Two- 
barrel, two-stage carburetor. Elec- 
tric starter. Brushless alternator. 
Automatic oil/gas injection. Twin- 
shell exhaust. 

CIRCLE NO. 48 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 


Obviously, the RE-5 is far more 
than just another touring bike. It’s a so- 
phisticated, superbly engineered piece 
of machinery. 

Loaded with power. And smooth 
as glass. 


Suzuki warrants all internal parts 
of the rotor housing, rotor, transmission 
case and oil pumps for 12 months or 
12,000 miles. Purchaser must comply 
with Owner’s Manual instructions: mail 
registration to Suzuki within 48 hours, 
and receive service checks from an 
authorized Suzuki dealer at 750, 2,000 
and every 2,000 miles thereafter. 

U.S. Suzuki Motor Corporation, 
Dept. 4067, Santa Fe Springs, 
California 90670. 


MEMBER 


® 


Ride safely; wear a helmet, 
eye protection, and 
appropriate riding 
apparel. 
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THE DUCATI REPUTATION 


Reliability - Handling « Power 


THE FANTASTIC, NEW DUCATI 860 


See it soon at your nearest Ducati Dealer 





BERLINER MOTOR CORP. 


RAILROAD STREET & PLANT ROAD, HASBROUCK HEIGHTS, NEW JERSEY 07604 
SOLE U.S. DISTRIBUTORS 
A BERLINER GROUP MEMBER: NORTON/AJS/DUCATI/MOTO GUZZI/PREMIER MOTORCYCLES & METZLER TIRES 
CIRCLE NO. 39 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 


: FLIGHT ‘SCHOOL 
We offer complete helicopter ground and flight 
instruction for: 
_e INSTRUMENT RATING ə Private Pilot 
œ Category Rating e Commercial Pilot e Flight 
Instructor ə Airline Transport Pilot e External 
_ Load Operator @ Agricu itural Aircraft Operations 


Copilot time available on request Student housing 
m c TÀ available 
aF 


F.A.A. designated 
examiner on staff 


| Approved for 
`- veterans‘ training 


ENSTROM DISTRIBUTOR 

Because you found the fastest way to travel _ 
point- -to- -point, you've discovered the ultimate 
way to enjoy more of the good things more — 


_often. Experience the ultimate freedom in 


owning your own Enstrom Helicopter. You 
already know why you want a helicopiet = 
det Island show you _ 
any your _ . 

helicopter 

should be an - 

Enstrom. 


ISLAND 
HELICOPTERS 
IS MORE THAN 

JUST FLYING. 


AIR TAXI CHARTER SERVICE 
Island Helicopters, with a fleet of over 30 air- 
craft, supplies complete service to many major 
metropolitan corporations and individuals. The - 
services we offer include aerial construction : 
in-flight photography, aerial survey and charter 
flights. 


ISLAND 


SIGHTSEEING ' 

The most unforgettable way to see the world! s 
most exciting city is just a phone cal! away. 
Island Helicopters offers you a variety of sight-. 


seeing tours, ranging in price from $8 to $64 


per person. Bring your camera! 


HELICOPTERS 


a subsidiary of TRANSLEISURE CORPORATION 


Island’s 34th St. Heliport Island Heliport, 


34th St. & East River, Manhattan Garden City, New York 11530 x 
(212) 895-5372 (516) 294-0355 TIME CHOPPER 








Announcing the NEW STANDARD in Stereo Testing! 


Get the All-New Model SR12 STEREO TEST RECORD 


The most complete...most sophisticated... most versatile 


Test DIEVEN Wa cole ENA 





Who Needs the 
New Model SR12? 


If you’ve read this far, 
you do. Whether you’re 
an avid audiophile 
who'll settle for nothing 
but peak performance 
from his stereo com- 
ponents ... a casual 
listener who'd like more 
insight into the chal- 
lenging world of stereo 
reproduction...or a 
professional technician 
who needs precise 
standards for lab test- 
ing... the new MODEL 
SR12 will be the most 
important disc in your 
entire collection. 





You’ll make these important stereo checks BY 
EAR... (no test instruments of any kind required ) 


Frequency response—a direct warble-tone check of nineteen 
sections of the frequency spectrum, from 20 to 20,840 Hz, which 
will pinpoint any frequency response defects in your system. 


Separation—an ingenious test which indicates whether you have 
adequate separation for good stereo. 


Cartridge tracking—the most sophisticated tests ever devised 


for checking the performance of your cartridge, stylus and 
tone arm. 


Channel balance—two broad-band, random-noise signals which 
permit you to eliminate any imbalances originating in cartridge, 
amplifier, speakers or rcom acoustics. 


Hum and rumble—foolproof tests that help you evaluate the 
actual audible levels of rumble and hum in your system. 


Flutter—a sensitive “musical” test to check whether your turn- 
table's flutter is low, moderate, or high. 


® Cartridge and Speaker Phasing ®@ Anti- Skating 
Adjustment ® “Gun Shot Test” for Stereo Spread ® 
Multi-purpose Musician’s “A” @ Equal-tempered Chromatic 
Octave ® Guitar-tuning Tones. 


Don’t waste another minute on less-than-perfect 
stereo—Order Your Model SR12 Stereo Test 
Record NOW! 


Consider the hundreds—even thousands—you’ve spent on your set- 
up and you'll agree $5.98 is a small price to pay for the most valuable 
performance tool ever made. So to be sure your order is promptly 
filled from the supply available, mail the coupon at right with your 


remittance ... today! 










CHARGE YOUR ORDER TO YOUR AMERICAN 
EXPRESS, BANKAMERICARD, MASTER 
CHARGE OR DINERS CLUB ACCOUNT. 


A 


master charge’ 





a aÀ) 


For Just $598) 






Seren Review's 


STEREO TEST 
RECORD 


MODEL SRI 
FOR HOME AND LABORATORY USE 


A MOHLY EFFECTIVE AND A2CCHRATE TOOL 
FOR SETTING UF, ADJUSTING, AND: 
EVALUATING STEREO SYSTEMS 





Like its predecessor Model 211, 
MODEL SR12 has been pro- 
duced by Stereo Review Maga- 
zine (formerly HiFi/Stereo Re- 
view) as a labor of love — by 
music lovers ... for music lovers 
who want immediate answers to 
questions about the perform- 
ance of their stereo systems and 
how to get the best possible 
sound reproduction. 


Now greatly expanded and up- 
dated with the most modern 
engineering techniques, MODEL 
SR12 is the most complete test 
record of its kind — containing 
the widest range of checks ever 
included on one test disc. An 
ear-opener for every serious 
listener! 





AND, for the ultimate in stereo 
testing, 7 critical TEST EQUIPMENT checks... 


Attention professionals: Stereo Review's new Model SR12 Stereo Test 
Record is also designed to be used as a highly efficient design and 
measurement tool. In the following tests, recorded levels, frequencies, 
etc. have been controlled to laboratory tolerances—affording accurate 
numerical evaluation when used with oscilloscope, chart recorder, out- 
put meter, intermodulation-distortion meter and flutter meter. 

e 1,000-Hz square waves to test transient and high-frequency response 

of phono pickups. 


500 to 20,000 Hz frequency-response sweep. 
Sine-wave tone-bursts to test transient response of pickup. 
Intermodulation test using simultaneous 400-Hz and 4,000-Hz signals. 


Intermodulation sweep to show distortion caused by excessive res- 
onances in tone arm and cartridge. 

@ 1,000-Hz reference tones to determine groove velocity. 

@ 3,000-Hz tone for flutter and speed tests. 

Sample waveforms—illustrating both accurate and faulty responses are 


provided in the Instruction Manual for comparison with the patterns 
appearing on your own oscilloscope screen. 


FREE Instruction Manual Includes Detailed 
Instructions, Charts, Tables and Diagrams. 


Nothing is left to chance . .. or misinterpretation. Every segment of 
every band is fully, clearly, graphically explained. You'll Know exactly 
what responses to listen for in each test. Which sounds and patterns 
indicate accurate performance ... which ones spell trouble .. . as well 
as the cause of trouble and precise corrective measures to follow 
and help you pinpoint, analyze and cure your stereo headaches! 


HERE’S HOW TO ORDER YOUR SR12 STEREO TEST RECORD 


CASH: Mail your order along with your name, address and 
remittance in the amount of $5.98. 

CHARGE: To your BankAmericard, Master Charge, Ameri- 
can Express or Diners Club account! Mail your order, name, 
address, credit card # and expiration date (Master Charge 


customers include 4-digit Interbank # above your name). Be 

sure your signature is on your order. You will be billed at 

5.98, postpaid. 

OUTSIDE U.S.A. RECORDS ARE $8, POSTPAID. 

MAIL ORDERS TO: ZIFF-DAVIS SERVICE DIVISION, DEPT. R, 
595 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10012. 











CYCLE 1950-1975 


JUST 
ESERTS: 

THE GREATS 
NEAR-GREATS 

ND NON- 
GREATS 


Cycle Magazine has seen a lot in its first 25 
years—motorcycles that soared with perfection and 
motorcycles that sank, events that captivated 
us all and events that made us crawl with em- 
barrassment, individuals who illuminated 
the industry beyond our fondest hopes and dreams 
and individuals who should have been in jail. 
Cycle has seen motorcycling evolve from a rec- 
reation practiced by a select few into a recrea- 
tion practiced by a less-select few, and we have 

















What a wonderful bike 
was the Miinch = 
a Oe aga 





Of displacement it had, | s $ : Ef ; 
ah, a bunch ce ebrated every newcomer, and newcoming. What i 

A ne O Boal follows in this section is a compendium of photos, The TX-750 Twin Yamaha 

Was G icall ' knicknackery and nonsense—some that sparkled Was smooth and slick as 
BS ermanica iyinea and some that thudded—through the pages of Cycle. a bananaha 


But a Z-1 would eat it for lünch. Counterweights revolved hard, 


On chain by the yard, 
And oil leaked: hither 
and Yonaha. 


The Velocette/Clymer, with leaks, 
Never developed enthusiast cliques. 
Hard-starting, and rank, 

It went down with a clank. 

So what? Antiques is antiques. 


The 360 Mojave, by Ward 


? 


Was a bike anyone could afford. 
But a very large faction 
Saw far more attraction 
In an armadillo’s umbilical cord. 
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“Americans aren't going to b 
Though some said it would be a big hit, EE EER 


A performer that never would quit, mee ee = 
BSA’s 350 “Fury” , speaking for 


= Harley-Davidson, 
ara circa 1967 















Was revealed in a hurry 
To be little more than a snit. 







Bob Leppan built this side-by- 
side double-engined Triumph as 
a test-bed for a four-engined 
streamliner. When it was finished 
a rule was discovered limiting 
the number of engines in a ‘liner 
to two. (November, 1968). 





Yamaha’s SC 500 MX, 
Was cursed, sad to say, with a hex. 
Made unruly by muscle 

Riders found it would hustle 
Straight into terrible wrex. 


“Motorcycles are like 
lovers: there’s only 
one first good one.”— 
from “Good Things,” 
By Dick Love, Cycle, 
January, 1969 


f 
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Big Trouble: “What’s a nice turkey 
like you doing on an awful turkey 
like that?’ Cycle wondered in Sep- 
tember of 1969. BSA wondered 
what turkeys like us were 

doing writing about 

masterpieces like 

the 250 single. 





Passionate inven- 
ters like Millray 
will always brighten 
motorcycling. This 
is a shot at the 
front of his 1200cc 
home-made V-4. 


Oscar Liebmann of Amol Precision 
in Dumont, New Jersey crafted this 

lovely DOHC BMW. It was never a world- 
beater but always a knockout (March ’68). 


Vincent Black Shadow 
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Shots that got us in trouble: 
For a lot of reasons, the BSA 
three-cylinder never quite made 
it in the US. By the time they 
got it right, BSA was out of 
business. This blue-tick puppy 
was irresistable. Not so the 
BSA, as it turned out (July, ’72). 










Trouble: We wrote 
of the Honda 90, 
“a perfect sub- 


Trouble: Bill Robinson was 
at one time a Honda employee. 
When he left and organized a con- 





sumer-active Four Owners Club, stitute for walk- - - 
and Cycle covered it, Honda was ng, a pareot Cycle published its first and only 
less than pleased (Sept. 1971). replacement for chopper story in January of 1970. Our 


legs.” Honda won- 
dered, a perfect 
replacement for 
swim-fins? (Dec. °68) 


regular readers were appalled; chopper 
fanatics were outraged. 


: “As Amefiea 
tmotherhood and ap- 
ple pie. . ..’"Also.the = 
= American flag. Folks= 
thought we were making == 
fun of both the flagzss 
and the ElectraGlide 


ataa n 


Hot Water: Our model said it 
seemed like a good idea at the 


time (Nov. 70). Our readers ; 5 
said. . . well, see for yourself in A Nerve Touched: That’s not 


this issues “Letters? really a German soldier— 
that’s our own Mike Shuter, 
posing in a feature he 
wrote about a World War 
II BMW sidecar (Nov. °70). 





ji 
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Racing Spectaculars: While Gene Romero 
was busy winning the AMA’s National 
Championship at Sacramento in ’70, 
Gary Nixon, on the road to recovery 
from a shattered left leg, slid down 

on his Triumph Trident. Tom Forrest 


captured. that fleeting millisecond 
when the-crash is underway, but 
the rider doesn’t know it yet. 


Trouble: In July, 1973 Cycle published a 
feature on the cafe racer activity around 
the notorious Rock Store on Mulholland 
Road. The story attracted more cafe 

- racers, more accidents and 

ultimately the police. 


a Capo gents We R 
rPe they forgive us | Cop aoa M 
WoR LD 


phical Error of the AMERICA'S LEADING MOTORCYCLE ENTHUSIASTS’ PUBLICATION 
Period” Award. Check [i ROAD TESTS: | 


the spelling of “Yamaha” |i) VAHAMA S-PORT 350s 
on CW's June, 1966 cover. Konresa 360 CAPRA J} 


"World's most completa DAYTONA REP! 


Riding the DAYTONA WINNER 387 
First U.S. test oF EGLI VINCENT, ` 


has to win the “Typogra- 


Quotable Quotes: 

“If the large Japanese motorcycle 
manufacturers begin putting 

numbers of trials bikes on the market 
within the next few years, then the 
increased availability of the machines 
can develop observed trials into the 
biggest motorcycle participant sport 
in the United States.”—Frank Conner, 
Cycle, April 1972 


Racing Spectaculars: George Roeder 
qualifies on Louisville’s limestone, 
and everybody—including photo- 
grapher Gary Renaud—is riveted. 
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Racing Spectaculars: Mike the Bike Hail- 
wood was at his peak in 1967. Here he is 
on his way to a lap record at the Isle of 
Man on the 112-hp Honda 500 Four. 


Racing Spectaculars: Another precise 

moment. captured by Bob Dufek. Having led 
most of the way, Fred Nix slips the Columbus 
groove, and Gary Nixon, right behind, pounces. 











































Most Titillating Accessory: 
Racing Spectaculars: There’s nothing The Sammy Tanner Breather. 
like the Mile—and on this gloomy day 
in 1969 there was nothing like the 
Portland Mile and a speeding string 
of bellowing Harley-Davidson KRs. 


Great Names 
In Motorcycling: 
Ariel Pixie 
NSU Quickly 
Tohatsu Runpet 
BSA Beagle 

_ Rabbit 
Triumph Terrier 
Honda Cub 
Zundapp Suburbanette 
Parilla Slughi 
DMW Deemster 
Zundapp Bella Deluxe 
Maico Blizzard 
Yamaguchi Autopet 
Harley Hummer 
TWN Contessa 
Pointer Lassie Super 
Indian Hounds Arrow 
Horex Resident 
NSU-Lube Yack 
Berti Lodola 
Ducati Brisk 
Lambretta Ape 
Moto Guzzi Dingo 
ABC Scootamota 
Manurhin Scootomat 
Motobi Scooterino 
Browne Grossbeak 


x 








Quotable Quotes: 

“Wouldn't it be nice to walk 

into a Rambler salesroom and 

see the good old Indian on display?” 
—Floyd Clymer, Cycle, May 1965 





Portraits: Gary Nixon, fighting 

with Freddie Nix for the 1968 Nat- 
ional Championship, climbs into 

his leathers at Oklahoma with a 
broken thumb. Two weeks later, with 
the same nagging injury, he contem- 
plates the Season Decider at Ascot. 


Never Were, 

But Should 

Have Been: 

Parilla “Blazing Saddle” 
Velocette “Erstwhile” 
BSA “Beleaguered” 
Ptriumph ‘Ptarmigan” 
Maico “Drizzle” 

Benelli “Pit Tootsie” 
Munch “Meek” 
Triumph “Strumpet” 
Brough “Inferior” 
Vincent “DUD” 
NSU-Lube “Rack” 
Indian “Minority Group” 


Names That 


yey £ 


The Agony of Defeat: The H2 750 Kawasaki 
racers had a good year in 1972, despite 
design flaws that made them fragile. Jaydie 
Putterman shot the wages of 

fragility at Talladega. 








Quotable Quotes: 
“Weight should be kept 
at a minimum, so 
remove the aircleaners.” 
—Cycle, May 1965 










True Confessions: We published 
a road test on a 450 Honda 

in November, 1965. Floyd 
wanted to show the bike off- 
road, so it was run up a dirt 
strip between a street and a 
sidewalk in downtown L.A. 
Judicious cropping works wonders. 


Royal Enfield “Abuser” 
Marusho “Misbegotten” 
BSA “Geezer” 
Lambretta “Earnest” 



















Useful Road Test 
Cliches, Phrases 
and Conclusions 
_ “Buttery- -smooth gearbox 
action . ; 
“The controls fall readily to ; 



















. may just be one of the 
best . 
eat most riders seldom go 
hard enough to induce this 
condition . . .” 
_ “We're certain this failure was 
-~ unique, and not representative of 
_ the model or marque.’ 
“We have been assured by the 
distributor that this will be 
corrected in later models.” 
; ; verge rider, 


















Bridgestone delivered this perfectly good racer 
(above) to Gordon Jennings in 1968. Two months 
later Gordon had transformed it into what you 

see below: “The Illegitimate Son of Secret Weapon.” 





‘spoil the one impression created _ 
by the rest of the bike.” sit 
“But the rider soon forgets about — 
_ these inadequacies once he starts 

down the trail.” 

“It goes up mountains with the 

ease of an Orangutan climbing a 

vine.” 
. for novice and expert alike.” 
. rowing away at the shift 
lever.” 

. paddling away at the shift 
lever.” 
. fanning away at the shift 

lever.” 
“The paimi looks to be an inch 
deep . 
“You owe it to sourel to try a 
ride on the new...” 
“.. corners like it was on 





The Agony of Defeat: Ron Pierce 
whipped the Juniors at Loudon in 
1968. Only trouble was, he did it 
on a 250, and got caught. 





Ka 





Prank of the Period: “Cycle World” went 
into cardiac arrest when their printer 


rails...” sent over a box of April, 1963 copies with 
“We found few things to dimpled delightfuls liberally sprinkled 
criticize...” among the technical features. Gordon Jen- 


á : ; i Š nings, then CW’s Tech. Editor, swears to 
. just like a jackrabbit, the big this day that he had nothing to do with it. 


Vee-Twin with its four-inch stroke 





The Agony of Defeat: Kel Car- 


just lays its ears back and lopes Quotable Quotes: “I’ve always felt ruthers has just lost Ontario 
down the road when you put the in my heart of hearts that losing to John Cooper—by a foot—in 
spurs to it...” 5 ; lenh 1971. He lost two others that 
F : ; ; time beats massaging a telephone year by similar amounts: to 

M anygcar arany engine pole with your nose.” —Cook Neilson, Mark Brelsford (Loudon) and to 
speed... Cycle, July 1968 Dick Mann (Pocono). 
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Greatest Burn-Out Ever: Larry 


1971 that he shattered a float 
needle and had to shut off. 


“No, we’re not worried 
about competition from 
Honda. All they’re doing is 
making customers for our big 


Welsh blazed Sonny Routt’s Tri- 
umph double so hard at Atco in 






Floyd Clymer: racer, promoter, 
publisher, snake-oil salesman 
and wheeler-dealer, Floyd owned 
Cycle for 13 years and never 
met a motorcycle he didn’t like. 


bikes.”—Don Brown, speaking 
for Triumph, circa 1964 









The agony of defeat: Our own Jess Thomas finished 
a great seventh at Daytona in 1971, but his Triumph 
Trident gave him heartburn for the rest of the season. 
Here he is at Talladega, looking for the Alka Seltzer. 


us 


is LOOT cA 5 aE 
Too little, too late: Under the tutorial eye of 
Jess Thomas, Gordon Jennings blasts off a 
berm in April of 1969. This is the last known 

photograph of Jennings on a dirt bike. 






Cycle has detested the Isle of Man for 
years. Eberhard Luethke, photographer 
and then- Art Director, showed why 

with this powerful 

Trouble: Cycle ran shot published 
this shot of a fractured in October, 





True Confessions: Blasting down a 





BMW in August, 1968, in 1969. 
“Newsline,” of all places. 

“Newsline” also carried 

a release on a kangaroo- 

foot bottle opener. 


hill with the throaty roar of a Royal 
Enfield 750 trailing behind like the 

wake of a boat? Not really. The En- 

field had sprung a royal leak, and our 
tester/model was, shame of shames, 
coasting (August 1968). 97 


Just Manufactured...They’re 
Designed and Engineered For... 


< 
-> 
; 


maximum 
maneuverability 
and performance... 
then they’re 
custom built with: 


Full five-position spring pre-load 
adjustors O Rebound damping 
controlled by spring-loaded 
valves O Gradual hydraulic 
shut-off to prevent topping out 
O A three-lip upper oil seal- 
spring loaded for wear O 
Induction-hardened, chrome- 
plated piston rods. 


Or write for information: 
DEPT. Z-D, BOX 767, 
Downey, CA 90241 


CIRCLE NO. 42 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 








RACING MUSIC Continued from page 86 


of the world had gone to overhead valve 
engines: the K gave dealers a “new” model 
to sell, and the bike didn’t require a large 
investment in tooling to produce. And the 
valve-in-cylinder layout worked well enough 
in a low-speed chuffer engine. The prob- 
lems came when they tried to make a racing 
engine out of a design that should have 
been driving an industrial air compressor. 
H-D’s racing department was from the first 
up against the eternal side-valve quandary, 
which is that you can’t get a high compres- 
sion ratio without compromising volumetric 
efficiency, and vice versa. If you increase 
valve sizes and enlarge the clearance space 
between the valve pocket and the cylinder 
bore you’ve got no compression; shrink the 
clearance to raise the compression ratio 
and the engine won't breathe decently. The 
best anyone can do is to find the point 
of balance between these conflicting re- 
quirements, and the whole developmental 
history of the KR engine was a search for 
that balance. It was a search that produced 
numerous and often peculiar combustion 
chamber configurations—including the di- 
sastrous high-domed-piston experiment of 
1968/69. 

Forget about the difficulties of making 
the KR engine compress and breathe, and 
you still had a quirky animal on your hands. 
There was, for example, the oiling system, 
which used crankcase pressure fluctuations 
to huff oil through a timed breather valve 
before it was picked up by the scavenging 
pump. Let this system over-oil and the close 
gap between flywheels and crankcase walls 
would be filled, making the power drop with 
a thud; over-scavenge, or restrict the in-flow, 
and there wouldn't be enough oil splatter- 
ing up into the bores to cool the pistons— 
which would promptly melt. Nobody used 
new cylinders on a KR, because they'd 
distort in a few cycles of heating and cool- 
ing. So people ran new cylinders just long 
enough to let the metal assume whatever 
shape it was going to take, and then bored 
them oversize. 

KR transmissions were, in the main, very 
good; their clutches were tender, and the 
unpredictable behavior of those mesozoic 
magnetos was enough to make men weep, 
curse, and pray for a visitation of God’s 
Wrath on Fairbanks-Morse. A few tuners 
came to understand if not love all the car- 
buretors fitted on various KRs—but nobody 
liked the way those carburetors stood out 
from the motorcycle’s side, as they were 
certain to get knocked off if you threw the 
bike away. Brakes? For most of the years 
the KR was in service dirt trackers weren't 
allowed to have any brakes, and the drum 
brakes Harley-Davidson provided for KRs 
being set up for TT or road racing violated 
only the letter, not the spirit, of the AMA’s 
flat track rules. 

For most of its racing life the KR was 
first and foremost a dirt-oval device and 
did other things with reluctance. Especially 
road racing, which tended to underscore 





all the evil effects of a frame that sometimes 
did not hold all the KR’s major components 
together—much less hold them in align- 
ment. Certain effete young men who today 
complain about cornering wobble with this 
motorcycle or that would have an entirely 
new perspective about handling had they 
an opportunity to ride one of the pre-low- 
boy KRs. It has become fashionable for 
pavement racers to hang off the bike toward 
the inside of a turn; people who road raced 
KRs sometimes would find themselves 
clinging to the side of the bike going down 
a straightaway. To paraphrase the ancient 
joke about Fords, the KR “wobbled in the 
catalogue.” The hardtail frame used on dirt 
ovals worked reasonably well, but the KR 
didn’t get comfortable on pavement until 
about mid-1967. 

A demi-Manx frame, Ceriani forks and 
brakes made the KR into a surprisingly 
good road racing side-valver; few of its 
devotees cared about that. More important 
to the average KR-mounted privateer was 
the fact that the bike would boom around 
a blue-groove mile pretty smartly, and that 
it was just like Brer Rabbit in his Briar 
Patch on the soft, lumpy midwestern half- 
miles. The old KR may have been equal 
proportions of racing motorcycle and agri- 
cultural implement, but by gadfrey it 
worked! People with more experience 
stuffing chopped corn stalks into silos than 
shimming valve springs could buy them- 
selves a Harley-Davidson KR for less money 
than they'd spend overhauling a tractor and 
really do business at all the tracks within 
weekend distance from the farm. Any Har- 
ley-Davidson dealer could supply a KR on 
order, and get any parts—special or other- 
wise—from Milwaukee by return mail. Oc- 
casionally the stocks of certain parts would 
go dry, but mostly they didn’t and delivery 
usually was prompt because the factory 
wasn’t far and there weren’t any oceans 
in the way. The KR would run faster for 
those who could qualify as genuine racing 
mechanics, but it would run hard for any- 
body who could fix a sick lawnmower. For 
all these reasons it was the mud-common 
darling of two generations of middle- 
America’s racing riders, and thousands of 
hands permanently curled to fit plow han- 
dles guided the KR to a secure place among 
the world’s truly great competition ma- 
chines. Count Agusta’s fours are in the 
comparison piffling, inconsequential. They 
may have been hot stuff in Europe, but 
when did the things ever play in Peoria? 

Harley-Davidson had rivals when its KR 
was rooting around American dirt-oval rac- 
ing, and found a really formidable oppo- 
nent in the BSA Gold Star. This 500cc 
banger could, like the KR, trace its blood- 
lines back to a time when Britain’s inhabi- 
tants were still painting themselves blue (or 
perhaps it was just the weather), though 
the Gold Star label did not appear until 
1937. But while the American defender 
retained to the end of its days bore/stroke 
dimensions inherited from the archaic WR 
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The vans from Dodge. 


They'll take almost anything you want fo 
carry almost anywhere you want fo go. 


Just because we call them Tradesman vans doesn’t mean 
they have to act like tradesmen. Far from it. Beneath their shiny 
skins are the kind of big, freewheeling vans that play just as 
easily as they work. 

Throw open their doors. And they’re ready to take on a 
weekend’s worth of dirt bikes, surfboards, scuba gear, camping 
equipment, fishing stuff. And friends. 

Wherever you're heading, there’s nothing better for getting - 

_ your gear from here to there than a versatile Dodge ' van. 


A ee Tradesman van. With the best gas 
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UNDAY, 11:03 PM. Frank 
can’t sleep. He’s thinking 
about his new Kawasaki, his 
first motorcycle. Frank gets 
out of bed. Elaine wakes up. 

“What’s the matter?” she says. 

“Can't sleep, I think I’m 
hungry,’ he says. “Guess I'll 
get a glass of milk or some- 
thing’ 

Frank clumps down to the 
kitchen, opens and closes 
the refrigerator door (to 
make it sound good), tip-toes 
to the garage, turns on the 
light, puts on his helmet, 
climbs aboard his KZ-400. 

“Okay, baby” he says to his 
bike, “tomorrow it’s another 
world. Vrrrrrrrroooooom... 
vroooooooo00m to work... 
vroom, vrirrrrrrrrrooo00om. 
through all that vroom crum- 
my, crawlin’ traffic...urrrrrr- 
oooom, urrrrrrrrrrrrrrom... 
Okay, stoplight comin’ up... 
disc brake, perfect...urroom, 
moom,moom,moom...Yeah 
and there’s a guy leanin’ out- 
ta his car eyeballin’ my bike. 

What’s it got?’ he says. «4- 
stroke, twin cylinder, 398cc; 
I say. ‘How’s it kick over?’ he 

says. ‘Electric starter’ I say. 
And the light’s green and 

vrrrrrroooooom I’m gone... 

vrtrrooocom, zippin’ across 

town, easin’ around a corner, 
urrrrrooooom, shiftin’ down, 
yeah through all five gears... 

‘Hi, toots, vrrrrrroooooooom, 
mum, mum, vrrrooo..? 

CLICK. 

Frank hears the garage 
dooropen. He grabs his own- 
ers manual. He studies it 
intently. 

“Vrrroooom, vrrrooocom) 
says Elaine. 


Kawasaki 
lets the good times roll. 


Good times include riding safely. We recom- 
mend wearing a helmet and eye protection, 
keeping lights on and checking local laws 
before you ride. See Yellow Pages for near- 
est Kawasaki dealer. Member Motorcycle 
Industry Council. 3 





With this issue Cycle is opening another new monthly section: ‘Gallery.’ 
Motorcycling is and always has been an exceptionally visual sport—that’s 
why you see so many photographs in motorcycle publications, and so 
many photographers at motocross events, road races, shows, classic con- 
ventions, trials events, half-miles and miles, and in every other conceivable 
setting. But until now Cycle hasn’t had a format for presenting photography 
for its own sake. “Gallery” should rectify that shortcoming. 

Tracy Borland, from Davis, California, is “Gallery's” first contributor. 
Using special slide duplication techniques he has given new expression to 
an age-old motorcycling emotion—the splendor of the solitary rider. 


APRIL 1975 














“Td buyaYamaha 
RD125 lve had pretty 


good luck with mine? 


“Tm Kent Andersson. I've won two consecutive World Road Racing 
Championships on my Yamaha 125. I've been kissed by the most beautiful trophy 
ladies in all of Europe. I've won many pesetas, pounds, francs, krona and schillings. 

“So if you're thinking of buying a 125 street machine, you know that I'm 
going to recommend the Yamaha. It's called the RD125, and it's a full first cousin 
of my Yamaha 125 road racer. 

“The RD125 has the same basic 2-stroke twin engine. It has the same basic 
frame. It has the same crankcase and crank shaft. It has the same * type double 
leading shoe front brakes. It has the same basic gearbox = H 
design. The RD125 is fast. It's a joy to handle. Andi its made > ie 
by the people who own just about ge_@ fi 
every manufacturer's championship W yam 
in road racing. 

“If I were looking for a quick, 
reliable, economical 125 street 
machine, I would look no further” 


“Td buy Pama 


Someday youll own a Yamaha. 
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Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. ee Pe 
20 mg. tar ne av. per cigarette, FTC Report OCT. '74. 
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RUN FAST, OR KEEP 
IT LEISURELS 


Whether you're making thunder on the strip 

or merely content to stick with the highways 

and byways, you can run cooler and longer if 

you make a Thermo-Chém Cycle-Cooler part 

of your gear. 

e Engine oil will be properly cooled for best 
performance 

e All-Aluminum construction (without welds 
or soldering) takes the most prolonged 
vibration 

e Heavier, correctly-spaced fins provide 
minimum air flow restriction 

e Fins positively will not bend — in 
installation or in use 

e Unit mounts directly behind front wheel 
solidly on the frame 

YOU'LL BE WAY AHEAD IN PROTECTION WITH 

THERMO-CHEM. FOR COMPETITION, ROAD 

RACING & STREET BIKES. ; 

See your local dealer, or send $1.00 for New 

'15 Catalog. 


Oi THERMO-CHEM 
innii 


10516 East Pine (Box 15457), 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74116 (918) 836-8841 
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(2.75 x 3.8125 inches) along with many 
another mechanical peculiarity from the 
earlier underhead camshaft engine, the 
BSA Gold Star did receive major alteration 
as the years ambled past. The pre-war Gold 
Star engine followed the classic long-stroke, 
thimble-piston pattern.and contained a 
goodly amount of cast-iron; the real Gold 
Star was created in a flurry of modifications 
made during the Fifties. 

Be advised that the Gold Star engine 
layout began, and stayed, as British as a 
stiff upper lip. There was none of this mod- 
ern nonsense of making the transmission 
housing integral with the engine: the Gold 
Star’s crankcase was little more than a pair 
of cast aluminum frying pans bolted to- 
gether, with a spigot for the cylinder and 
a cast-on housing to support and enclose 
the two cams and timing gears. It had 
mushroom-type cam followers and long 
pushrods, reaching up to the head through 
a cast-in tunnel, to work the valves via 
Z-shaped rockers. And of course the Gold 
Star’s crank was a thing of many pieces, 
with mainshafts riveted to the flywheels and 
a crankpin with tapered ends snugged tight 
by large nuts. The connecting rod was all 
of a piece, with a pressed-fit outer race in 
its big end and caged roller bearings run- 
ning directly against the hardened crankpin. 

The above could be an in-brief descrip- 
tion of any 1950s pushrod single; the Gold 
Star acquired distinction—greatness, re- 
ally—because BSA built this sporting model 
in quantity, producing between 1000 and 
2000 per year, and invested a lot of effort 
in making it increasingly sporting. By 1954 
the Gold Star engine had assumed the form 
familiar to American racing, with a deeply 
finned, iron-linered aluminum cylinder and 
even deeper fins on the cylinder head. The 
valve gear had been lightened by switching 
from threaded adjusters to eccentric spin- 
dles in the rockers, and the valve sizes, 
shapes and porting developed to a level 
that would keep the engine breathing and 
making power beyond speeds the crank- 
shaft could comfortably stand. And you 
could tailor the B34GS engine to fit almost 
any kind of sporting activity. There were, 
for example, 14 different sets of cams 
available, pistons and compression plates 
to give 10 compression ratios ranging from 
6.8:1 to 11.0:1, straight pipes and mega- 
phones, three types of carburetors includ- 
ing the racing-only Amal GP, an incredible 
selection of crankshaft, countershaft and 
rear wheel sprockets—and five sets of 
transmission ratios. 

In England, the BSA Gold Star so domi- 
nated “Clubman” road racing that it be- 
came a one-make sport and consequently 
died of general boredom, a rules-change 
administering the coup de grace. When the 
class was opened to the Norton Manx and 
Matchless G50, Englishmen gave up on the 
Gold Star, considering it hopeless in that 
kind of company. Americans were in this 
case made of more persistent and enter- 
prising stuff. Although an output of 52 bhp 
was claimed for the 500 Manx, there is 


some doubt that the “production” version 
ever squeezed out anything but 43-46 bhp, 
and the best of the factory-fettled variety 
could not have delivered more than 50 bhp 
to the Manx’s rear wheel. Even so, those 
outputs were substantially better than the 
benefit-of-doubt 40 bhp BSA was extracting 
from the Gold Star engines set up for 
clubman racing, and it fell to American 
tuners to take up the slack. 

Considering that the very best Ameri- 
can-prepared Gold Stars were using mostly 
standard BSA parts, it cannot be claimed 
that Yankee ingenuity made the difference. 
The best American Gold Stars were those 
used in dirt track racing, and at least one 
of these eventually was persuaded to pro- 
duce something well in excess of 50 bhp. 
The big difference was in the English and 
American understanding of what “reliable” 
actually means. For the former it tended 
to imply season-long durability, and careful 
overhaul over the dark winter months. 
Americans, on the other hand, think more 
in terms of finishing a single race, and will 
accept all the expense and work of be- 
tween-races rebuilds if that is what winning 
costs. The 50-plus bhp Gold Star men- 
tioned was reliable only because it got a 
new crankshaft every third half-mile race, 
and after every mile National. 

American tuners pulled power out of the 
Gold Star with ragged-edge compression 
ratios, and by spinning them up to 8000 
rpm, both of which frazzled engine internals 
rather rapidly. The connecting rods and 
crank bearings were solidly reliable, but the 
timing-side crank flywheel would crack 
where it was drilled for an oilway and squirt 
a mighty stream of Mr. Castrol’s best up 
into the cylinder, where it would overwhelm 
the piston rings and get into the combus- 
tion chamber. Under American-style pres- 
sures the crankcases would develop cracks 
and the cylinder liners proved to be a little 
thin. Cams and followers, overloaded by 
high revs and super-stiff valve springs, 
would gnaw at each other, and the valve 
guides always began to surrender as soon 
as the battle was joined. Even the magneto 
would eventually begin to wobble around, 
its supports too limber to cope with the 
pounding stresses. 

With all its weaknesses the Gold Star did 
have the ability to make a lot of horsepower 
long enough to win races, and it won plenty. 
BSA furnished a hardtail frame for the Gold 
Star that gave it very nice balance and 
generally agreeable handling on American 
dirt tracks; it goes without saying that the 
swing-arm-suspended Clubman version 
worked reasonably well in TT and road race 
events. BSA Gold Stars won the beach- 
course Daytona more than once; they won 
road races at Laconia and nearly-forgotten 
places like Windber, Pennsylvania. Gold 
Stars even invaded the very heart of Har- 
ley-Davidson country to win the Springfield 
Mile, which was a very big deal at the time. 
There was a deep schism in motorcycling 
during the Fifties, the sport being divided 

(Continued on page 108) 
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Cycle Sleeper Fever 
ae the Country! 


The hottest idea for 
bikers and cyclists is pick- 
ing up steam across the 
nation. Cycle Sleeper is a 
patented compact 
camper designed to be 
pulled by motorbikes, 
cycles, and even compact 
autos. 


Cycle Sleeper carries 
your gear by day, and at 
night your camper opens 
in minutes to provide 
room for two to sleep in 
comfort. Go where you 
want. Stay as long as you 
want. Cycle Sleeper lets 
you explore new 
horizons. 
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For full details on how you can hitch up to a Cycle Sleeper, write 
and get all the facts now. 


PLEASE SEND ME YOUR CURRENT LITERATURE ON CYCLE SLEEPER. 

et gga 
Address 
City 


State — ~ Zip 


Mail to: Sleep-Pak, Incorporated 
1412 North Central Avenue 
Phoenix, Arizona 85004 
(602) 257-1372 
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Inquiries Invited 
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between those who rode the Milwaukee 
Marvels and refused to consider anything 
else manly, and the rebels whose fancy had 
been captured by the various imported 
lightweights. So when BSAs beat Harley- 
Davidsons even the brand-Loyal Triumph 
riders would rejoice. 

Most of the rejoicing was done at Ascot, 
in Los Angeles, during the late Fifties and 
early Sixties. Southern California was then, 
even more than now, a place that seemed 
to generate fanatic interest in essentially 
frivolous activities, and the local atmo- 
sphere brought forth a couple of tuners 
who could make a Gold Star engine sing 
high-C around the tacky Ascot half-mile. 
The BSA single turned out to be peculiarly 
suited to Ascot, was brought to the peak 
of its development there, and ruled the 
track for years. It was a matter for local 
pride, and humiliation for the Milwaukee 
faithful, that Harley-Davidson’s factory rac- 
ing team could be doing splendidly through 
an entire season, have the AMA Champi- 
onship wrapped up, and then end up far 
back among the also-rans at the Ascot 
8-mile National. They'd get smoked off by 
riders on Gold Stars who never ventured 
east of Pomona, and whose names were 
a household “Who?” in the Midwest. 

If the BSA Gold Star never made a place 
for itself in middle America—and it didn’t—it 
was because you couldn't take on KRs with 
the standard-parts 40 bhp, and there 
weren't many tuners who could pump the 
big singles up to Harley-size horsepower. 
Gold Stars did fine in the few road races 
held in those days, though their handling 
became distinctly dodgey when improved 
pavement tires began to load chassis 
beyond the anticipated limits, and the bike 
might be with us still but for BSA’s decision 
to stop producing the road model on which 
the Gold Star was based. So the big singles 
stopped coming off the line at Small Heath 
early in 1964, much to the disgust of all 
the Americans who had become attached 
to the Gold Star. The bike remained a force 
at Ascot for a time, and one was brought 
to a road race at Loudon (without con- 
sequence) in 1969. 

It has now been a decade since a genuine 
Gold Star was made, though BSA tried to 
revive the name and cash in on the fame 
with a rather pale imitation, but the men 
who spent what they now consider the best 
years of their lives racing and tuning Gold 
Stars still remember and will defend the 
bike’s good name with a ferocity most peo- 
ple reserve for politics and religion. To 
inspire that sort of devotion, BSA’s Gold 
Star had to be another of the truly great 
racing motorcycles. 

Through many of the years that racing 
was run under rules limiting ohv engines 
to 500cc, Gold Stars grappled with KRs in 
battles still recalled with a sense of excite- 
ment. But there were Triumph vertical twins 
trying to spoil things for them—and fre- 
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Benelli is an investment in handling, 
performance, and craftsmanship. 
Not your ordinary motorcycle purchase. 


500 QUATTRO 


The Benelli 500 Quattro sets new standards for performance, 
handling, and functional beauty. The Quattro combines 
smooth, responsive power with handling gleaned from years 
of Grand Prix road racing success. Standard features on the 
Quattro include Marzocchi suspension, Borrani rims, Veglia 
instruments, Tomasselli controls, and the latest Pirelli 
hi-speed tires. The Benelli 500 is built to a standard rather 
than a price, and has quickly established itself as the finest 
machine in its class. 


250 PHANTOM 


This is the machine that won the production team trophy at 
the 1974 Isle of Man road races. The Phantom has a twin 
cylinder, 250cc, five-speed motor with electronic ignition 
and chrome bore, alloy cylinders. Thirty horsepower at 8,000 
RPM power the Phantom to a top speed of 100 MPH. The 
Phantom has a lightweight alloy steel frame, Marzocchi 
suspension, and Pirelli tires to insure precise, predictable 
handling. A four-shoe front brake provides exceptional 
stopping power. One of the finest middleweight machines 
available at any price. 


BANSHEE 90 


The Banshee is an extremely powerful and fine handling 
mid-sized machine. The Banshee is powered by a 90cc, two- 
stroke, 5-speed motor with a radial cylinder head. A 
lightweight and rugged steel chassis is mated to proven 
Italian suspension to provide precise handling and optimum 
stability. Standard equipment includes Pirelli motorcross 
tires, skid plate, upswept exhaust, and braced motorcross 
handlebars. The Banshee has the best power-to-weight ratio 
in its class. 


MOPED 


Benelli Mopeds were originally developed for the European 
market, where economy and durability are essential 
features. The Benelli Moped is powered by a 50cc, two- 
stroke motor with pedal starting and an automatic 
transmission. A 3-speed, kickstart engine is optional. 
Standard equipment includes big 16 inch wheels with Pirelli 
tires, full suspension, luggage rack, and adjustable seat and 
handlebars. Easy to ride, easy to maintain, and easy to own! 


DYNAMO TRAIL 


A precision built miniature motorcycle. Powerful enough for 
road use, yet light and tough enough to tackle any terrain. A 
dependable 65cc, 4-speed motor delivers excellent 
performance with a minimum of maintenance. Standard 
features include full lighting, electric horn, speedometer, 
tool kit, Pirelli tires, folding handlebars, retractible luggage 
rack, and skid plate. Also available without lights for 
off-road use. 
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See your nearest Benelli dealer and check out the rest of the 1975 line. Benelli makes a full line of street and 
trail machines, from the economical 50cc Moped to the fabulous, soon to be released 750cc Sei. Dealers 
contact us for information on a low cost Benelli franchise. 


fr Sole U.S. Importers 


pr COSMOPOLITAN MOTORS 
HATBORO, PA. 215 672-9100 
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“RED WING GAVE ME THESE SHOCK 
| WOULD HAVE sa THEM AN i 


DON CASTRO 
AMA GRAND NATIONAL 
EXPERT RIDER 


“If there's a secret to a win- 
ning bike, it's tuning. Not just 
the engine; the suspension, 
too. And that's why I'd buy 
Red Wing shocks even if they 
didn't give 'em to me. Their 
rear shocks let me switch to 
optional springs, and select 
from five spring-rate preload 
positions (which is nice to 
have when I'm carrying the 
Trophy girl). Also, Red Wing 
shocks are rebuildable; | can 
restore them to 100% condi- 
tion if they ever wear out. Just 
another winner from the Red 
Wing System.’ 


When it comes to performance, 
you can't beat The System. 


Dealers: For free Ride Guide, write to: 
Red Wing Group-MAC, 42nd Floor 
200 Park Ave., New York, N.Y. 10017. 
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HIGH PERFORMANCE PARTS 


“Home of the worlds fastest triples” 


including the 9 Second Pro-Bike 

- SILENCED = ; 
EXPANSION ' 
CHAMBERS _ 


e Competition proven 


e Slip joint and spring. 
mounting flangles 


e Dual mounting 4 
brackets a ZF fit 


e Widest 
power 
band 
possible 


f doesn't 

say DENCO 

4 it isn't the 
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; broken:more AHRA 

/ 6 Records than all other 
brands combined . 


Send *1 for Complete Catalog! 


DENCO PERFORMANCE 
4480 B ENTERPRISE ST. 
Fremont Calif 94538¢(415) 656-0424 
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Professionally de- 
signed for superior 
traction and maxi- 
mum riding control 
on and off the road. 
Made to take 
grueling punish- 
ment and still outlast 4 
ordinary soles. : 
Gear up with the € 
very best quality. 
Get a winning 3 
performance from your 
next pair of boots by 
insisting on genuine 
VIBRAM Motocross 
soles 







sure-footed 
l im traction 
and long wear 
to boot! 


A UABAUG 


RUBBER COMPANY 


32 School Street, North Brookfield, Mass. 01535 
Exclusive U.S. licensee for VIBRAM soles and heels. 








quently succeeding. Triumph never offered 
the range of special-purpose racing parts 
available for either the BSA Gold Star or 
Harley-Davidson KR, but that didn’t matter 
a lot. What one needed and couldn't obtain 
from Triumph’s American agents was cat- 
alogued by a number of domestic speed- 
equipment producers. This was true when 
the 500cc Triumph twin had a 63mm x 
80mm bore and stroke dimension, and a 
transmission carried in a separate casing. 
It remained true after Triumph introduced 
the short-stroke (69mm x 65.5mm) “uni- 
tized” engine in 1958, but the results were 
somewhat better. 

For all the attention given the Triumph 
500 twin, it really wasn’t a very good racing 
engine. Its ports could be made to flow 
reasonably well, but the rocker geometry 
was wrong and severely limited what could 
be done in terms of valve lift. Valve timing 
was limited by the angles at which the valves 
were set in the hemispherical combustion 
chambers and engine speed was limited by 
the crankshaft’s unfortunate habit of sepa- 
rating into halves. When the Triumph pre- 
vailed over the BSA single it was mostly 
because the twin had twice as many valves 
and ports, and could be spun a bit faster. 

In fact, the Triumph 500 didn’t really 
begin to win with any regularity until after 
Doug Hele departed a moribund Norton 
and applied his considerable talents to its 
development. Hele built a few special en- 
gines for factory-contract stars like Gary 
Nixon, and these were remarkably good. 
The exotic Triumphs caught everyone by 
surprise at Daytona in 1967 and absolutely 
devastated the opposition. Triumph had 
won at the Tri-Oval before, but never so 
decisively—and never with equipment so 
remote from what the customer could buy. 
Doug Hele did tricks with valve angles and 
piston-crown/combustion chamber shapes 
that privateers couldn’t hope to duplicate. 
The special engines would still break crank- 
shafts—only the Almighty’s direct interven- 
tion could have stopped that—but they 
made horsepower like nothing else around 
at the time. 

Because the Triumph was buoyed by a 
lot of trick stuff available to the privileged 
and nobody else, it probably doesn’t belong 
on our list of great Grass Roots Racers. 
We include the bike because it was so 
widely raced, and add that its popularity 
rested on the sporting enthusiasms of 
America’s many Triumph dealers. Many of 
those dealers were motorcyclists first and 
businessmen second (if at all) and while 
that may have been bad economics, it was 
terrific for the sport and a lot of riders—who 
would have gone sponsorless had the 
dealers. been other than what they were. 
Triumph dealers had sporting spirit, wanted 
to be involved in racing, and wanted to race 
what they sold. The factory in Meriden 
couldn’t be bothered, so America’s speed- 
equipment makers filled the technological 
vacuum as best they could while various 
of Triumph’s American agents, weekending 


as AMA officials, made the whole thing as 
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‘nan sematte veew mann ANKRONT ALLOY RIMS 
ARim That Doesn’t Ream Your Wallet 


Winning may mean everything to you, but why spend more than is necessary 


Daytona in which an AMA Black Hat, who 
worked for Triumph when he wasn’t bedev- 
iling riders, gave one of the company’s 
dealers a very hard time about a non-stan- 
dard and unapproved top fork bridge when 
the official knew very well that the Triumph 
Team bikes all had special and highly illegal 
complete fork assemblies. Still, the Triumph 
500 twin was raced a lot by people who 
otherwise would have been spectators, and 
thus made a major contribution to the 
sport. It wasn’t really a great racing motor- 
cycle, but became one through the extraor- 
dinary exertions of individual Americans. 

Plenty of those Americans continue to 
harbor resentments over the treatment they 
got from some of Triumph’s agents, which 
was a major issue—at the time the AMA 
rules required tuners and specials-builders 
to get permission from factories or im- 
porters to change anything other than en- 
gine internals. That was when the AMA 
rules were written to maintain the status 
quo, to keep the riff-raff in their place, and 
to banish bikes like the Norton Manx and 
Matchless G50 from our shores. Nevermind 
that people could buy either of those road 
racing thumpers ready to go, and that riders 
couldn’t get special parts factories pro- 
duced to gussy-up their own road models 
for their own racing teams—the Norton and 
Matchless had no touring-bike equivalents. 

The Norton Manx never did get to be 
a Nationals contender, as its two overhead 
camshafts were expressly forbidden by the 
existing AMA rules. But the Matchless G50 
eventually made it through an elaborate 
fiddle involving the creation of a 
G50CSR-the required road-going coun- 
terpart of the racer—and plenty of inventive 
stories and acrimonious debate between 
Matchless’ US agents and the AMA’s reac- 
tionary ruling clique. Even after the G50 
was given official blessing, remarkably few 
of these machines actually saw service in 
AMA racing. Dick Mann was the only AMA 
pro to make full use of a G50, and he used 
his for everything from flat tracking to 
around-town transportation, winning the 
National Championship along the way. The 
G50 brought Mann the Championship, and 
trouble: he not only became embroiled in 
a beef with the AMA over which frame he’d 
be allowed to use, but also fell into a dis- 
pute over sponsorship that led to his paint- 
ing over the “Matchless” name on the bike’s 
tank and substituting “NGK.” 

Matchless’ G50 was no joy for the cre- 
ative tuner. The engine pumped out about 
48 bhp in factory-fresh form, and would 
not be persuaded to deliver more. It was 
effectively an over-bored AJS 7R 350, and 
had been brought perilously near its struc- 
tural limits by the increased displacement. 
Although a bit shorter of stroke than the 
BSA Gold Star, and blessed with an over- 
head camshaft (just one, with rockers 
reaching out to the valve tips) the G50 
wouldn’t spin quite as fast without self-de- 
structing, nor accept higher than standard 

(Continued on page 112) 
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for a rim that helps you win? After all, money’s important, too. 


For the most part, there are two rims on 
the market that are superior to any others 
for dirt riding conditions. Both offer vir- 
tually identical features. Like: 


e Lightweight aluminum alloy 
construction 

e No ridge to fill with mud 

e Heat-treated for increased tensile and 
proof stress 

e Deep knurling to prevent tire slippage 

ə Flash-butt welding for rigidity at weld 
points 


All the important factors compare. Ex- 
cept the price. Akront Alloy Rims are 
priced from $22 to $36. Is it necessary 
to spend up to $50 for a rim with the 
same technology as Akront? 


That’s the question many pros, experi- 
enced dirt riders and accessory dealers 
are asking right now. We’re sure there'll 
be some changes made. 


Ask your dealer or write: Dept. C 


CAKRONT NORTH AMERICAN 













16 to 19 in. 
16 to 19 in. 
16 te 19 in. 
16 to 19 in. 
21 in. 
16 in. 
16 in. 


23 in. 


(When ordering, please specify year, model and make) 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 


P.0. Box 2307 
Anaheim, Ca. 92804 


$22.00 

WM-1 i 
WM-2 
WM-3 
WM1 & WM2 
WM 3.5 Harley Type 
WM 4% Offset Rim 
WM1, 40 Hole 

Speedway Type Drilled 








36.00 
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KERKER POWER 
For your HONDA FOUR 
or KAWASAKI 900 


The Ultimate Four-into-one 


Superbike Exhaust System! 
e Upto 20% more power 

e 3-5 mpg better mileage 

e Save up to 20 pounds 

e Deep, mellow sound 

e Maximum road clearafce 

e Modern, upswept styling 


Available for HONDA 750, 550, 500 
and KAWASAKI 900. Prices: Chrome 
$160/Black $140. T-shirt $5.00. See 
your dealer or order from: 


(213) 876-3600/(213) 876-3638 


/ RACECRAFTERS 
INTERNATIONAL 


7932 SUNSET BOULEVARD 
LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 90046 


Send for Free Accessory Catalog 
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compression ratios. The G50 was brought 
to its developmental limits by Matchless: 
its crankcases were only just strong enough 
to carry the reciprocating and gas-pressure 
loads, its crank ditto, and so forth through- 
out the engine. If the owner would please 
observe the redline and not get fancy with 
the ports, valves, cams, etc. the G50 would 
run like a train. Abused, it would begin to 
come unwrapped everywhere. So most 
owners left the G50 engine alone, and were 
content with doing routine maintenance— 
which was not all that easy, when you con- 
sider the incredible number of screws, bolts, 
bits and pieces it comprised. 

Anyone who has ridden a G50 in road 
racing trim—which is how all but a couple 
of isolated examples were run—will tell you 
that the bike’s handling, though not perfect, 
was pretty good. Viewed in light of what 
is now known about chassis design the fact 
that the G50 handled at all is somewhere 
between a marvel and a miracle. The Match- 
less’ frame was made up of only three 
skinny tubes: two of these dipped down 
from the steering head to cradle the engine 
and transmission, which were separate 
items, and then swooped up to the top 
shock mounts; the third tube ran straight 
back into a forked bracket that joined it 
with the others under the seat. It was light 
and simple; it also ignored such mundane 
considerations as load paths and the re- 
quirement for rigidity. But the G50’s 
chassis, like its engine, did work, and pretty 


well. Item by item it wasn’t much; the whole 
package was a great racing motorcycle. 

In one way or another, most of American 
motorcycle racing has been brought under 
the AMA banner. Time was when that 
wasn’t the case; when various other “orga- 
nizations” were sanctioning races under 
rules the AMA considered absolutely heret- 
ical. In road racing, which the AMA did 
little to establish in this country, there were 
groups like the AFM and AAMRR which 
did not mind at all that the Norton Manx 
had more than a single overhead camshaft 
or that it had not been developed from an 
ordinary touring machine. The important 
thing to the heretics was that you could 
buy a Manx and go road racing in style. 
America wasn’t Europe, which meant that 
there wouldn’t be any of the MV Fours to 
spoil everyone’s fun, and it meant that if 
there was going to be a between-brands 
battle it would involve Matchless G50s 
against the 500cc Manx—both of which 
were available, and at a price that wouldn't 
get you a Honda 550 today. 

Anyone who cares can acquire endlessly 
detailed information about the history of 
the Norton Manx, developmental or racing; 
it should be enough here to tell you what 
the motorcycle was like from an owner’s 
point of view. First off we'd have to say 
the Manx was both beguiling and damnable. 
There never has been another motorcycle 
fashioned with such care, and with so many 
lurking flaws. The use of a towershaft timing 


drive and a detachable cam box made the 
Manx single a relatively simple thing to pull 
apart and fit back together. But it did have 
quirks: piston cracking was a chronic prob- 
lem, and required frequent inspection/ 
replacement; the hairpin valve springs were 
exposed, and could be replaced using a 
special pliers-type tool, which was fortunate 
because the springs frequently broke. And 
a Manx engine, surely one of the loveliest 
internal combustion devices ever contrived 
by man, could not be housebroken. Oil 
leaked down around the exposed cam fol- 
lowers, more oil leaked from every one of 
the engine’s numerous joints, and yet more 
oil was distributed by the drip-feed to the 
exposed primary drive chain. Manx riders 
never had to worry about their boots or 
the legs of their leathers drying out. 
Sometimes a little of that oil would get 
on the Manx’s rear tire and make it steer 
funny, but the bike otherwise was a marvel 
of stability and fine handling. It should have 
been, with a frame made out of waterpipe- 
wall tubing, gyrostability provided by fly- 
wheels the size of millstones, and not a lot 
of horsepower. In confrontations between 
the Manx and the G50 the outcome always 
was in doubt, because the former had a 
slight edge in handling, the latter an equally 
slight edge in power, and the difference had 
to be supplied by the rider. Especially by 
the rider on the Manx, which was the defini- 
tive rider’s motorcycle. If you got into trou- 
(Continued on page 114) 


ANNOUNCING THE FOG EATER 


SPAGE FACE 


and the end of 
fogged-up vision! 


The first shield with SEX APPEAL is here! 
Stylish. Super comfortable. Flips without 
bars, slides or junk attachments. Leather 


grained peak foils the sun. 


And you're safe from fogging problems. 
FOG EATER’S permanent Hydron® always 
gives you fog-free vision. In clear, yellow 


or smoke at your dealer’s with 
other popular FOG EATER 
shields and goggles. 


“Clearly the way to go” 


National Hydron Inc. 
1633 Rothsville Rd. 
Rothsville, Pa. 17573 
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Development Corporation 


CIRCLE NO. 35 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 

















to get you the 
FOG EATER 500 SPACE FACE 
CYCLE 





Send today for this highly-detailed full-color 25’x38” illus- 
tration of the Kawasaki Z-1 900cc or KX400. Send check or 
money order (no COD’s) for $3.00 plus 50¢ postage for each 
poster — specify model — to: BIKE, P.0. Box 25922, Los An- 
geles, California 90025. California residents add 18¢ sales 
tax for each poster. 11340 W. Olympic Blvd. #185 L.A. 
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Race to Win! 


Ride for Fun! 


Torque Master is a NEW 
patented performance 
spark plug. Gives extra 
torque & RPM plus long 
lasting reliability. Increase 
gas mileage with leaner 
mixture & cooler cylinder 
head. No need to change 
plugs after each race or 
ride. Can be cleaned 
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ARAL ro-6 $2790 


REBUILDABLE HELMET 


Now available direct to you. The only 
helmet that custom adjusts to your needs 
and is rebuildable. If you're left handed, 
just swap chin straps. If you get a hair cut 
and your helmet doesn’t fit, just adjust the 
sizing band. Mud and water aren’t a problem. 
Take the insides out for quick drying, 
washing or complete replacement. Break a 
chin strap, just replace it. 

The ARAI Customizer” has a full fiber- 
glass shell and styrofoam liner. Exceeds 
290.1 and Snell-70 standards. In white, 
pearl silver, international orange or gloss 
black. Specify head size. 

RD-6 REPLACEMENT KITS 

Replacement Foam Pads Set 

(All Interior Foam Pads) $1.98 


Replacement Upholstery Set 
(Headbands, Foam Pads & Jersey Covers) $9.98 


Complete Interior & Straps Set $6.98 


OUTRIDER ACCESSORIES, INC. 
608 W. 57th Street, New York, N.Y. 10019 


SEND ORDERS TO THE ABOVE ADDRESS C/O MAILORDER DIV. 


Name 
Address 
City/State/Zip 


LANGHORNE M-X AND SIX DAY BOOTS 
Featuring red, white and blue racing stripes 
down front, complete shin and ankle pad- 
ding for great protection, elasticized top 
for snug fit, seven roller buckles, metal heel 
and toe cap for long wear, heavy duty 
sticking, made of the highest quality genuine 
cowhide leather, and a full 17” high for 
total lower leg protection. The Moto-X boot 
has a super smooth sole/heel for total friction 
free sliding on any track surface. Our Six-Day 
boot is equipped with a lug style sole/heel 
for that traction required in the mud holes. 
Both boots are gas and oil resistant. Sold in 
“D” width, sizes 7 thru 12. 

Six-Day Boot $44.50 

Moto-X Boot $43.50 


MAIL ORDER OR COME OVER 

Use this coupon to mail order direct any of the 
quality products featured above. Send your check 
or money order to our national mail order ware- 
house in N.Y. or if you're nearby, come on over. 


Outrider, New York 
606 W. 57th St., N.Y.C., N.Y. 10019 


Outrider, Los Angeles 
| Quan. | _ Description: | Size f Color J Price J Total_} 10545 w. Pico Biva., L.A., Calif. 90064 


Outrider, Miami 
85 N.E. 167th St., N. Miami Beach, Fla. 33162 


Free 80 page mail catalog with any purchase. 


Add $2.00 Postage and Handling. New York residents add 7% sales tax. Check M/O 
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CATALOG CYCLE CENTER, INC (CA) 
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MOTO-CROSS JERSEYS 
For all brands of bikes! 
NOW IN STOCK! 
Specially made Moto-Cross Jerseys extra- 
strong seams, reinforced elbows. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. Use easy-order form—All orders 
shipped promptly from stock. Price $9.95. 
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Village Cycle Shop 
8 d Moto-Cross Rd. 
Lake City, Tn. 37769 


Moto-Cross Jerseys 


All Brand Names* and Colors 

Brand Name* S E 

Please send me _ _ Moto-Cross Jerseys 
Size: XS S Mk x | 

Name 

Siiects SS 5 = | 

CY te ee State Zip. 

Enclosed is my check or M.O. for $ ___ l 


Satisfaction Guaranteed Tan 


Please send Free Catalog 
*HONDA YAMAHA SUZUKI KAWASAKI CAN-AM CZ 
PENTON BULTACO MAICO HUSQVARNA INDIAN 
HODAKA HARLEY-DAVIDSON 


Add 70¢ per Jersey for handling and postage 
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MAKES FORKS PERFORM 


FROM THE 
SUSPENSION 
EXPERTS 


Some motocross and 
enduro bikes are superb 
in every respect but one: 
suspension. The new 
TRICKIT Fork Improver 
Kit remedies that. 
TRICKIT is an inexpen- 
sive, easy-to-install kit 
that makes Yamaha, 
Suzuki, or Kawasaki 
forks perform as good— 
or better than—any in the 
world. TRICKIT’S unique 
(patent applied for) valve 
design assures that 
precisely the correct 
amount of oil is trans- 
ferred—exactly as 
needed. The result: a 
softer, better, more con- 
trolled ride, better 
handling, less shock to 
the handlebars, and 
greater safety. 


Easy installation and 
precise instructions, too. 


TRICKIT® Fork Im- 
prover Kits for Yamaha, 
Kawasaki* and Suzuki 
100 cc. to 900 cc. 
Models (aluminum fork 
sliders only) ... .$9.95 
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*Kawasaki KX 250 
MOTA) proworis $14.95 
CZ 125, 250 and 400 
OE onae aaar ee $9.95 


NEW Pressure seal kit 
for Koni Shock Ab- 
sorbers ....... $14.95 


State make, model and 
year when ordering. 


Plus 50¢ handling charge. 
California residents add 
6% sales tax. 


DEALER INQUIRIES 
INVITED 
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_ | Number One 


——_ Products 
11509 Bexley Drive, Whittier CA 90606 
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thing you'd done to yourself; it let its owners 
learn to ride without giving them any mid- 
corner surprises. 

The big surprise for Americans riding 
Norton’s Manx came when Yamaha intro- 
duced the 250cc TD1-B production racer. 
There had been a TD1-A, which had barely 
been a match for Harley-Davidson’s long- 
stroke Sprint road racer in terms of speed 
and was deficient in every other regard, but 
history was made with the improved “B.” 
This second-series Yamaha TD 1 was every- 
thing a Manx was not: crude, snappish, and 
utterly without aristocratic blood lines. No 
famous-name rider had ever done a single 
Isle of Man lap on a TD1-B; it had not 
been lovingly fitted and honed and enam- 
eled. All the TD1-B was, improbably, was 
excruciatingly fast. 

Until Yamaha gave America the TD1-B 
two-stroke engines were reckoned to be 
hopelessly unreliable if fast; never fast 
enough to beat the better four-strokes if 
a margin of reliability was retained. But then 
we had the TD1-B, and a turning point in 
motorcycle racing history was reached. 
Quite suddenly the revered Manx 500 was 
being pressed, hard, by an upstart with half 
the displacement. That sort of thing 
couldn’t happen in England, with its rigidly 
divided displacement classes; in America’s 
AFM and AAMRR racing there were events 
for all-comers, and in those the Manx got 
its lumps from the Yamaha buzzsaws. The 
Manx handled better than a TD1-B, and 
had the two-stroke for top speed; but from 
50 to about 110 mph these machines’ 
straight-line performance was very nearly 
equal, and the Yamaha was a lot more agile. 

Contrary to popular opinion, the TD1-B 
could be made to handle fairly well. If you 
welded reinforcing plates around the engine 
mounts to keep them from breaking, which 
also stiffened the frame and took out some 
of the wiggle; replaced the stock phenolic 
swing-arm bushings with closely fitted metal 
bearings; and switched to Girling shocks. 
The bike’s single handling difficulty was the 
result of a very short wheelbase and its 
hair-trigger engine, which gave it the habit 
of breaking into an absolutely sideways 
slide with horrifying abruptness. When that 
occured the TD1-B would either high-side 
its rider down the track, or straighten itself 
and continue onward as though nothing 
had happened. Either way there was just 
a split second of the most ferocious han- 
dlebar flailing anyone has ever experienced, 
and then you got whipped off or you didn't. 

Although the Yamaha TD1-B forgave a 
rider very few mistakes it was a near-perfect 
privateers’ road racer. Why? Because it 
allowed its owners to concentrate on being 
riders; they didn’t have to be tuners be- 
tween races. Manxes and all the other 
four-strokers had to have their engines 
bolted together with a degree of care and 
precision, and they had to be broken in 
with some regard for rings and bearings. 
By comparison, the Yamaha twin was a real 
Tinker Toy. People just grabbed parts off 





the shelf and slammed them together, and 
unless some parts were left out or busted 
through over-enthusiastic use of the mallet 
during assembly the TD1-B engine would 
run fine. Really good tuners could get their 
TD1-Bs to run farther, using fewer parts, 
than those assembled with total indifference 
to fits and finishes, but nothing made much 
difference in terms of speed. They were all 
the same in performance, and they created 
some of the finest racing we have ever 
known. Later in the TD1’s development 
trick cylinders and pipes began to appear 
on the Team motorcycles, but that didn’t 
happen with the TD1-B, which was available 
in larger quantities at lower prices than 
anything produced before, or since. The 
Yamaha TD1-B made racing genuinely a 
contest between riders, and that made it 
a genuinely great racing motorcycle. 

Other production-racer Yamahas fol- 
lowed the TD1-B, and other Harley-David- 
sons the venerable KR, but somehow it 
hasn't been quite the same. The newer 
Yamahas have been available, as have the 
XR750 Harley-Davidsons; there have been 
too many privileged-few speed goodies 
along with the bikes, and too many too-in- 
tense development hours put into their 
improvement. The name of the game in 
American motorcycle racing still is compe- 
tition between motorcycles available to all, 
but now it’s in name only. Each year the 
number of bikes required to make a partic- 
ular model eligible for AMA racing seems 
to decline; each year the contest is made 
less equal by equipment available to fac- 
tory-backed riders and no-one else. And 
let’s face it—the whole business is in danger 
of becoming too refined to be fun. All the 
really great racing motorcycles have been 
quirky devils, their quirks left to individual 
tuners to sort out. A little incompetence 
and/or indifference at the factory level 
seems to be a good thing in terms of enjoy- 
able racing. The quirks serve to keep the 
tuners occupied and interested, which is 
necessary if the riders are not to do all 
their own work. 

At this moment the Yamaha TZ700 still 
is engagingly quirky, what with its funny 
handling, self-destructing pipes and all, and 
if Yamaha Engineering will oblige us by 
stopping the development of the big two- 
stroke four it may yet become a great racing 
motorcycle. Similarly, Harley-Davidson 
should content itself with making batches 
of imperfected XR750 dirt trackers, plus 
spares, and apply its engineers’ talents to 
shaping the perfect windshield for the com- 
pany’s touring bikes. Then the XR might 
someday be as great a racing motorcycle 
as the KR. And if Kawasaki comes up with 
some new production racers and will first 
build them in quantity, building in a few 
quirks, they too can have themselves a 
Racing Great. All the factories can do it, 
with initial enthusiasm, a dash of incompe- 
tence and sloth, followed by indifference 
and the annual cranking-out of another 
batch of pretty much the same old thing. 


Is that too much to ask? © 
CYCLE 





You can train to be an aviation professional | 
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in any branch of the service. 


So why start with 3000 pushups and a Marine D.I.? 


Because it’s part of boot camp. And boot camp 
is part of being a Marine. And being a Marine is 
being a member of an elite air/ground team.With 
35,000 professionals in aviation. Men who could 
write the book on aircraft maintenance. Or avi- 
onics. Or aerology. Experts in jet engines, elec- 
tronics, hydraulics, computers, radar, radio. 


Skilled men. Respected men. Pros. All sharing a 
200 year tradition of excellence. It isn’t easy to 
make our team. There’s 11 weeks of boot camp. 
Then months of hard study, tough work. But when 
you've put it all together, you’re something more 
than an aircraft mechanic or a flight crewman. 
You're a United States Marine. 
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The Marines < 
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We're looking for a few good men. { NG 


Call 800-423-2600, toll free, for more information. (In California, call 800-252-0241.) 




















BEAT THE SYSTEM... 


Featuring a new distinctive, contemporary design for 
the discerning rider. Actually 2 fairings in 1! Tough, 
paintable acrylic outer shell, plus an inner shell of 
permenently bonded fiberglass. See it at your local 
PACIFICO dealer or write direct for more information. 
PACIFICO INC., P.O. BOX 348, DEPARTMENT D10, 
GRESHAM, OREGON, 97030 PHONE (503) 665-5254. 


PACIFICO 
MANUFACTURERS OF QUALITY EQUIPMENT 
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ENEMY CAMP Continued from page 68 


the reason that what Floyd Clymer and 
some other people did didn’t mean a 
hell of a lot to us. My, my, how things 
have changed. 

The last few years—after he sold Cycle 
Magazine and before he died—Floyd 
relented a little. He had to. He was 
selling a foreign-built bike with a name 
that was dear to him: Indian. The book 
company that he began is flourishing 
today; no longer in the family, it was 
purchased from Mrs. Clymer after her 
husband’s death. 

Today, I am far from what you might 
call infirm, but I can look back on “the 
good old days” with a peculiar mixture 
of pleasant nostalgia and a small amount 
of relief that those days are gone. The 
industry has matured; new faces have 
joined in, and it is hundreds of times 
larger than it was in 1962. We no longer 
have gods or demigods on the scale of 
the 60s; and there doesn’t seem to be 
one damn patriarch left. Floyd Clymer 
wasn’t motorcycling’s Godfather. In light 
of contemporary connotations of the 
term, he probably would have liked the 
title. Without knowing it at the time, he 
was holding the sport back. He wasn’t 
alone; a lot of people shared his 
attitudes and feelings. He must have felt 
that he was doing the right thing, that he 
was protecting something important to 
himself and his business, or I’m sure he 
wouldn’t have continued thinking the way 
he did. 

To say that it was not easy to put out 
an editorially unbiased magazine in the 
’60s is almost ludicrous. Hell, it’s not 
that easy today. Big bikes had then 
dominated motorcycling for many years. 
I began riding in 1947. Those were the 
days that Hare ’N’ Hounds started at the 
Los Angeles city limits. Resistance and 
incredulous reactions to what Honda and 
Yamaha were saying was automatic: 
“they will never sell that many of those 
funny looking little things.” 

We knew it was going to happen. 
That’s why Betty Jean Parkhurst and I 
hocked our souls to start Cycle World. 
Reader letters were often vicious .. . 
particularly those from Harley (excuse 
me, Harley-Davidson) riders. We ran 
them all, with appropriate answers, of 
course. 

Even Floyd was a disbeliever. It was a 
bitter pill to swallow that little Japanese 
bikes might possibly unseat the H-D 74s, 
Triumph Bonnevilles, BSA Gold Stars, 
Matchless Twins and Singles, red hot 
Enfields, Indians, Vincents, Ariels and 
many more. To countenance such 
possibilities was tantamount to treason 
among the leaders of the real iridustry. 
Cycle World people became known as 
Jap lovers, an endearing term had they 
but realized who was holding the hand 
that was writing on the wall. 


—Joe Parkhurst 
CYCLE 


The Windjammer Ill 


ii d k The Windjammer Ill is the proud successor 
you nee to NOW to the fairings that created a whole new 
concept in motorcycle riding comfort. 


ee 
about fairings. The beauty of the Windjammer Ill is a direct result of the 


function it is designed to perform — protecting you from the 
wind. And it does this better than any other fairing made. Simply 
stated, it’s beautiful because it is the very best there is. 


When equipped with a Windjammer Ill and our remarkable 
new aerodynamically engineered lowers (as pictured 

at left) your motorcycle becomes a truly year-round 

touring machine. You ride safer in cold weather 

because you ride warmer. 


= If you're serious about motorcycling and proud 
ib of your machine, the Windjammer Ill is the 
only fairing you need consider. 


























To see why the fairing that costs twice 

as much accounts for one out of three of 

all fairings sold, getthe Vetter 

‘oe 4 Windjammer Ill story and full 
EF information on Vetter 
hai i \ options and accessories 
\ at your authorized 


ee Vetter dealer. Or 
NGS contact Vetter Fairing 

" 7A Company, Dept. C, 
— ON N Rantoul, Illinois 61866. 
N Phone (217) 893-9300. 


Vetter 


The first to doit right. 


The Windjammer Ill 
shown without 
optional lowers. 





7 Lowers can be fitted to most earlier model Wind- 


jammers. Check with your dealer. Other options 
include “Class A” side lamps, tonneau covers (for 
built-in storage compartments), snap vents (for 
better ventilation in summer), Carello Halogen 
headlight, new high-visibility wrap-around reflec- 
tive striping. new Vetter/Hayden oil cooler and 
new cigarette lighter. 
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tine Distributed in Canada by: 
Marquette 
Marketing 
Corp., Ltd. 


Ontario 








YOU'RE FIRST, 


WITH 


The ‘‘New Bell Star’’ 
gives 120° peripheral vision 


meets A.N.S.1. Z90. 1-1971 standards 
certified by the Safety Helmet Council of America 
impact resistant fiberglass shell with expanded polystryene 


padding 


can be used with goggles or other face shields; comes with snap 


on visor shield. 


“THE ENTHUSIASTS SUPPLY HOUSE” 


Car Na? 
@ 
KK SELLS 


TO M.C. 
DEALERS 


GS KK Motorcycle Supply 


31 E. 3RD ST., DAYTON, OHIO 45402 
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(513) 222-7818 


oF @ 


MEMBER 
MOTORCYCLE 
INDUSTRY 
COUNCIL 
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Our 1975 all-new mail order catalog is 
the most complete catalog of parts, ac- 
cessories, performance equipment, tools 
and clothing for custom, street, com- 
petition and dirt bikes. The 1975 mo- 
torcyclist’s catalog is just the very best 
mail order catalog available anywhere. 
Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 


Please enclose 50¢ for postage and 
handling. For APO, FPO and foreign 
countries include $1.50 


Name 
Address 
City 


Zip 


State 


s 515 N. Victory Blvd.. 
z Burbank, Calif. 91502 
BUNWENIER (213)849-7295 











BOOTS 


Specially designed for today’s pleasure bike rider; 
crafted by FRYE exclusively for Crawford House. 
NOT SOLD IN STORES. 


@ Full 14” height; roomy square toe 

@ Harness strap with solid brass 
hardware 

@ Full leather lining and pull straps 

© Scuff-resistant leather toe cap 

© Special reinforced steel shank 
under arch 


© Deep-cleated VIBRAM® lug 
soles and heels 


@ Your choice of black or hand- 
stained brown cowhide 


Sizes 6 through 14, widths B, D, E and EE. 
SOLD BY MAIL ONLY — $58.95 per pair, plus 
$2.50 postage and handling. Check or money order. 
Allow 4 weeks for delivery. Satisfaction guaranteed. 


CRAWFORD HOUSE, INC. 


Dept. B-20, P. O. Box 468 Brockton, Mass. 02403 
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pairs of FRYE Bike Boots. 


1 Please send 
Color 


Size Width 





Name 








Street 








City, State, Zip 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 











EDITORIAL Continued from page 6 


weekly newspaper has been published... 
by Don McCall. Satisfactory arrange- 
ments were made so that Motorcycling 
News is now a Floyd Clymer Publica- 
tion.” —July, 1962 

“Motorcycling News, which has been 
published weekly, will be published on the 
first and fifteenth of each month. With the 
increased postal rates and cost of pro- 
duction, we find it advisable to print MCN 
twice a month instead of every week.” 
—December, 1963 

“Motorcycling News is 
—January, 1963 

On proselytizing: 

“|... if you’re like me, you can’t resist 
a chance to bring someone new into the 
fold.’’—January, 1969 

“If influential figures like Harry Rea- 
soner and Howard K. Smith and Walter 
Cronkite and Johnny Carson stood vo- 
cally and four-square behind... the sport 
of motorcycling, we’d be in far worse 
shape than we are now.’’—April, 1974 

On the Arab situation: 

“(A proposed gas tax increase) gives 
the motorcycle dealer additional sales 
ammunition, for a tremendous amount of 
gasoline tax money could be saved an- 
nually if more motorcycles were in use, 
because of their economy of opera- 
tion.” —October, 1955 

“Due to increased costs of .. . fuel, 
the motorcycle dealer has more opportu- 
nity than ever to stress the savings for 
anyone interested in transportation.” 
—November, 1959 

“If ten percent of the automobiles could 
be done away with, there would be 
enough gasoline to fuel 30 million motor- 
cycles for a year. If all automobiles were 
taken off the road, there would be... 
enough to sustain the present motorcycle 
population for 220 years.’’—August, 1973 

On expediency: 

“Always remember, there is no short 
cut to success.’’—November, 1953 

“The hard-working dealer who cuts a 
few corners . . . still should have a profit- 
able operation.’’—May, 1954 

On the flexible approach: 

“We intend to remain devoted 100% to 
motorcycles. .. ."’—April, 1950 

“Don Drysdale, the popular Dodger 
pitcher and motorcylist, is featured on the 
cover. Don, his Suzuki and his horse will 
no doubt cause many baseball fans to 
buy this issue. . . .’—March, 1966 


for sale.” 


| have a vague suspicion that Drysdale, 
flamethrower though he may have been, 
hardly caused baseball fans to abandon 
their issues of Sporting News and turn 
instead to Cycle Magazine for amusement 
and edification. The magazine was then, 
and is now, about motorcycles, and mo- 
torcycles are all it has needed for 25 
years. That, and people like you who are 
interested in reading about them. On be- 
half of Cycle Magazine and the industry 
which it has served for a quarter of a 
century, thank you very, very much. 
—Cook Neilson 
CYCLE 


FAMILY COVERAGE. 





alee apparel isn't made 
just for the roughriders. It's made for 
$ everyone. For you, your mate, your 
‘ children. Everything from helmets to 
É jerseys to sweaters to leathers to boots, 
and more. Functional and fashionable. 
In almost any size to fit the youngest 
fm rider or the biggest guy. And though 
į Hondaline apparel looks good, that's 
just part of it. We make our products 
to protect you from possible scrapes 
when riding in the rough or on the road. 

‘Taking the family out for a week- 
end of riding is great fun. And the 

\\ feeling's even better when you know 

\ you're decked out in apparel that 
protects you. What's more, Hondaline™ 
gear is priced to be a real value. And 
it's from Honda, famous around the 
world for excellence and dependability. 
So whether you're a highway tourer, 
a competition racer, a dirt rider, a trail 
explorer, or just into the Honda spirit, 
there's a Hondaline outfit just right 
for you. 

So look for the most widely 
distributed riding gear in the country at 
your nearest Honda dealer's. And 
cover your clan with Hondaline apparel. 


Cs a free color brochare describing kiaina EN e ea Honda Moto ¢ 0: Tri. 2 - z ky 
a ay gap) Dege SUB 0, Se Cet 90247. Ta A More riders are putting us on. 
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GO with tne LEADER 


BECOME A 


CERTIFIED 
MOTORCYCLE 


MECHANIC 


Train at Daytona Beach, Florida 


By every standard AMI is the leader in 
the field of training motorcycle mechanics 


e Thorough, comprehensive resident 
training programs. Highest standards 
required for graduation. 


e 35 fulltime personnel including a dedi- 
cated, qualified team of instructors. 


e AMI has the largest and most complete 
facility in the industry. Over 32,000 
square feet of school area. Four large 
classrooms. Ten completely equipped 
laboratories. Large repair shop, with 
modern equipment. Rotary engine and 
dynamometer laboratories for special 


DYNAMOMETER 
LAB 


APPROVED FOR VETERAN’S TRAINING 
MOTORCYCLE REPAIR IS BIG BUSINESS! 
Over 7 million motorcycles in use. 15 mil- 
lion projected by 1980. 16,000 motorcycle 
dealers now in business. Number increas- 
ing every month. Dealers need thousands 

of qualified motorcycle mechanics now. 


START YOUR CAREER NOW! 


Call 800/874-0645 Toll Free 
Fla. Residents Call Collect 904/255-0295 


AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE 


INSTITUTE 
4 P. O. Box 2628 


Daytona Beach, Fla. 32015 


Home Phone 
| | Am A Veteran C] 
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HONDA GL-1000 Continued from page 63 


and promptly scorched itself into use- 
lessness. Back at Honda, the engine was 
removed and the clutch plates were re- 
placed with ones introduced to the pro- 
duction line after our pilot production test 
bike. A return trip to the drags after a 
tune-up and new clutch produced a best 
run of 12.92 seconds at 104.52 mph. 

The replacement clutch had friction 
material similar to the familiar cork/ 
synthetic binder ones of other Hondas. 
The first plates had a covering of material 
that looked #400 grit sand paper. The 
new clutch swelled after a couple of pun- 
ishing runs, but after that first burnishing 
and readjustment at the transmission 
lever, the clutch survived over 20 succes- 
sive viciously-slipped starts. 

Working backward on a scale compar- 
ing bikes with known power/weight ratios 
to drag strip performance, we calculated 
the GL-1000’s output to be in excess of 
86 bhp. (Webco is not as yet equipped 
to dyno-test shaft-drive motorcycles.) 

As the speed chart shows, only the 
bottom three gears were used during 
acceleration runs. The bike is geared so 
high for smooth cruising, weighs so much 
and gets such a good bite with its monster 
rear tire that a huge load is put on the 
clutch. Better times would have resulted 
from a lower overall gear ratio, but pro- 
spective GL-1000 owners probably don’t 
care about that anyway. 

This newest of new Hondas shares a 
mediocre rating on the Los Angeles free- 
ways with 90 percent of all other bikes. 
Most of these roadways are comprised 
of concrete that has expansion joints 
every nine feet and is grooved with water 
runoff channels. A bike with sensitive 
steering and a ribbed front tire will attempt 
to follow the meandering rain grooves as 
they snake, stop and restart in unpredic- 
tible patterns. The GL does a little dance 
as its front wheel feels its way from sec- 
tion to section. Because of poor road 
design, the expansion joints rise into 
half-inch-high mini-bumps every nine feet. 
The bump is not severe enough to move 
the front fork suspension, and the motion 
is transfered directly to the rider’s arms, 
back, and head. After a hundred miles 
of continuous head-bobbing, any rider is 
ready for a massage parlor. The only big 
motorcycles able to iron out the freeway 
are the 74, the Suzuki 550, the BMW R 
90/S and the oid trailing-link BMWs. 

It would seem that an adjustable sus- 
pension both front and rear would be the 
solution, possibly combined with a fork 
that has lower initial friction between the 
sliders and tubes. But so far, all the man- 
ufacturers are too frightened by possible 
liability suits to make a system that re- 
quires any judgement on the owner’s part 
as to settings affecting the bike’s stability 
during certain conditions. 

Rumors have been dive-bombing us for 
a couple of years regarding the size and 
layout of the new Honda engine. It was 
obvious that it had to be bigger: the Z-1, 
R 90S, and Guzzi V7 (not to forget the 
H-D 1200) dictated that. But how would 





it look? Where would the cylinders be? 
How much power would it make? Hearsay 
described a huge V-6, and then there was 
taik of an enlarged conventional power 


` plant much like the CB-750. What we got 


was an incredibly compact and marve- 
lously smooth horizontally opposed 
water-cooled Four. In locating and con- 
necting the components, Honda’s engi- 
neers studied the best ideas from makers 
such as Porsche, BMW, and Chevrolet. 
The finished package is but 26 inches 
wide by 21 inches long by 20 inches high 
(including carburetors). 

The crankcases come together verti- 
cally in the center, like a Porsche. But 
the crankshaft fixing method is unique. 
One half of the main bearings are in unit 
with the right side crankcase. The caps 
hold the crank to that right case with three 
bearings: one at each end and one in the 
center. When the engine is disassembled, 
the left case half comes off with the pis- 
tons exiting from the bottom of their cylin- 
ders. Should the right pistons need to be 
removed, the positions of the main bear- 
ings bosses requires that the rod caps 
be first unbolted and the piston/rod as- 
semblies taken out from the top of the 
cylinder. In case you haven’t guessed, the 
cylinders are one piece with the crank- 
case halves. 

Immediately behind the rear main bear- 
ing is a sprocket to drive a Morse-type 
Hy-Vo chain, much like the timing chain 
on your garden-variety Chevrolet. Except 
on the GL-1000, the chain runs straight 
down to a matching sprocket which drives 
the outer clutch hub through a transmis- 
sion countershaft. The inner clutch hub 
then drives the transmission mainshaft 
through the countershaft and forward 
directly under, and parallel to, the crank- 
shaft. A shock cushion is made into the 
center of the mainshaft Hy-Vo sprocket. 
The layshaft lies to the right of, and 
meshes with, the mainshaft. The rear gear 
on the layshaft drives a gear directly 
above it to rotate the output shaft. Incor- 
porated in the output shaft is a 
spring-loaded cam-type shock absorber 
almost identical to that used by BMW. 

Unlike other automotive layout engines, 
the GL-1000’s clutch is a multi-plate (7 
friction, 8 plain) oil-bath device common 
to all other Honda bikes. In fact, most 
features of the transmission are identical 
to those of the CB-750. Except for the 
Hy-Vo drive, an expert Honda mechanic 
would have great difficulty distinguishing 
the selector and shaft components. Even 
the shaft and reduction ratios are the 
same. 

Immediately behind the Hy-Vo sprocket 
on the crankshaft is a spur gear to drive 
the alternator and counterbalance shaft. 
The matching gear on the counterbalance 
shaft is divided in half, and each half is 
independently coupled to the shaft via 
splined carrier plates and rubber cush- 
ions. The cushioning was necessary to 
get rid of gear howl that inevitably ac- 
companies such arrangements. The idea 
of using a counter-rotating mass to op- 
pose the torque reaction of the engine 
is the most technologically interesting 
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We found a bed long enough 
for Too Tall Jones. 


Introducing 
Datsun’s 7 ft. 
Lil Hustler Stretch. 


Now you have a choice of two 
Datsun Pickups: one with the 
standard six foot bed, and this 
new Lil Hustler Stretch with the 
extra long seven foot bed that 
gives you more room for busi- 
ness, sport and camping. 

The football player relaxing on 
the seven foot bed is Too Tall 
Jones, 6'9” defensive end of 
the Dallas Cowboys. There’s 
plenty of room, even for him. 

Something else is bigger in this 
new Datsun Li’! Hustler Stretch. 
It has a larger more powerful 
2000cc overhead cam engine 
that’s easy on gasoline and very 
dependable, whether you prefer 
the 4-speed stick shift or the 
optional 3-speed automatic. 
Also you get torsion bar front 

_ suspension, rugged two-stage 
rear truck-type suspension and 
a beefier clutch. 
The choice is yours: the six 
foot or the seven foot all-steel 
- loadbed. Either way you get the 
kind of Datsun over-engineer- 
ing that keeps your operating 
costs down and profits up. 





. Datsun Li’l Hustler—America’s 
#1 Selling Small Pickup. 


 Datçun 
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NOW... AN ELECTRONIC 
IGNITION SYSTEM 
DESIGNED SPECIFICALLY 
FOR MOTORCYCLES. 


Install a CYCLE/SEE/DEE on your 

cycle today in thirty minutes and 
get improved performance. Pro- 
vides positive ignition at all speeds 
under any condition and produces 
fire power at the plug to match the 
ignition requirements ofthe engine. | 
Keeps engine in tune and operat- 
| ing at peak efficiency. You will feel 
the difference right from the start. 


Three year warranty. 
ONLY 2495 








WRITE FOR FREE LITERATURE 


J U DS OMN 
RESEARCH AND MFG. CO. 
CONSHOHOCKEN PA.19428 


DUNSTALL GOODIES 
NORTON—HONDA 
KAWASAKI—YAMAHA 


—in stock— 


PROMPT SHIPMENTS 
Write for price list and all-inclusive 
catalogue, free, including hundreds 
of other popular CHOPPER, 
TOURING and REPAIR PARTS. 


Send $1.00 only if you wish AIRMAIL 


CHARIOT CYCLE LTD. 


Box 3534, Station “B” 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada R2W 3R4 


SPECIAL INTEREST 
RECORD CATALOG 


Spectacular sound! Stereo testing! 
Background music and sound effects! 
Special Interest Records available 
exclusively from Ziff-Davis. 

Send for your free Record Catalog — 
Ziff-Davis Publishing Co., Dept. 23, 
One Park Ave., New York, N.Y. 10016. 





aspect of the GL-1000. Cylinder place- 
ment and disposition of the crankshaft 
have nothing to do with the cause of 
torque reaction—they only govern which 
way it effects the machine. In all cases 
the reaction will be opposite the direction 
of engine travel. On bikes with the crank- 
shaft across the wheel’s centerline, the 
reaction will compress the rear shocks 
as it tries to rotate the whole motorcycle 
around the crankshaft center. 

For years prospective BMW buyers 
have shyed away from the Bavarian twins 
because of stories about dreaded torque 
reaction. In reality, the reaction was trivial 
except when the throttle was tweaked 
with the bike at rest, full-power speed- 
shifts were made, or the throttle was 
chopped shut while cornering at break- 
neck speeds. 

But Honda’s engineers, taking no 
chances, decided to counteract the 
torque reaction. Since the alternator shaft 
is directly gear driven by the crankshaft, 
its rotation is opposite the crank’s. An 
extra flywheel is attached to the rear of 
the alternator and the shaft is driven at 
slightly higher speed than the crankshaft. 

With the CB-750, Honda introduced the 
excited-field alternator, which made only 
the amount of electricity needed. In what 
at first seemed to be a step backward, 
the GL-1000’s alternator output is at a 
fixed rate and varies only with engine 
speed. The unneeded electricity is 
shunted back into the frame and dissi- 
pates as heat through an electronic valve. 
Why? Because any sudden variation in 
the effect of the anti-torque device could 
be felt as a lurch sideways by the rider. 

As mentioned before, the cylinders are 
cast into the crankcase halves in the 
same manner as any water-cooled car 
engine and many outboard motors. This 
results in a considerable manufacturing 
cost reduction but means that any piston 
work required will mean that the engine 
must be removed. Very thick iron liners 
are cast into the blocks. Because of the 
wide spacing between the cylinder 
centers, big-bore kit makers will have 
1500 cc Gold Wings literally flying down 
the highway in no time—and Lord knows 
how big they'll get with the standard liners 
bored out and replaced with slip-in units. 

Prior to this water-cooled engine, all 
Hondas have been fitted with the pistons’ 
wristpin holes placed one millimeter to the 
rear of the piston centerline. This was 
done to reduce piston noise caused by 
the extra clearance dictates of an air- 
cooled engine. With the thermostat 
controlling the rate of expansion of the 
cylinder and keeping the operating tem- 
perature of the coolant almost constant, 
tighter clearances can be used, and offset 
wristpins are unnecessary. 

About the only obvious unorthodox el- 
ement in the piston and rod pairing was 
the lack of any kind of wristpin retainer. 
The pins are a press fit in the rod eyes 
and a press must be used to center the 
pin during assembly. Naturally, that 
means the pins must be a good floating 
fit in the piston bosses. The right-side cyl- 
inders get enough lubrication from oil 
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slung off the crank, but the left bank 
requires extra squirts through holes in the 
rods. The same rods are used on both 
sides, and a plain bearing without a feed 
hole blocks the squirt on the right side. 
Development has left a decided dome on 
the pistons, giving them a 9.2:1 compres- 
sion ratio. 

Apart from the water circulation pas- 
sages, the most remarkable thing about 
the cylinder heads is the generous 
breathing areas of the ports and valves. 
The 37 mm inlet valves and 32 mm ex- 
hausts feed ports correspondingly big for 
250 cc cylinders. In order to get these 
valves into the combustion chamber of 
a 72mm cylinder, the valves are offset 
to opposite sides of chamber centerline, 
as they are in the CB-750. The GL-1000’s 
proportionately larger valves are allowed 
by its bore/stroke ratio of 1.2:1, as com- 
pared to 0.97:1 for the 750 Four. 

Like the transmission, the valve and 
camshaft arrangement is almost identical 
to that of the CB-750. Pairs of shafts hold 
the inlet valves and exhaust valves for 
each bank of cylinders. The cam (like a 
CB-750 cam cut in half) rides in aluminum 
plain bearings, sharing the same high- 
pressure oil feed with the rocker spindles. 
Rocker arm clearance is set via screw 
and lock nut. The cams are driven by a 
pair of toothed Gilmer belts in a dry 
chamber in front of the engine. The Pon- 
tiac SOHC six used this type of cam drive 
for years, and many say the cam belts 
are the most reliable component in a 
Chevy Vega. A pair of spring-loaded idler 
pulleys set tension on the belts when their 
lock bolts are released (a task called for 
only every 24,000 miles by Honda’s pre- 
liminary maintenance sheet). The belts, 
incidentally, are exactly the same as the 
one used in the Civic engine. 

Feeding the heads are individual 32 mm 
Keihin Constant Velocity carburetors for 
each cylinder. The fuel-metering needle 
in this type carb is not linked to the throt- 
tle, but to an independent slide that moves 
according to the inlet tract vacuum and 
venturi air speed. Even if the rider com- 
pletely opens the throttle in a higher gear 
at low rpm, the venturi air speed will not 
drop to an inefficient level as it would 
with conventional carbs. 

All four carburetors are fastened to a 
common air box and the whole assembly 
can be removed for service in a matter 
of minutes by disconnecting the air 
cleaner, fuel supply hose, and the eight 
manifold acorn bolts. Once off, the carbs 
can be mechanically synchronized. The 
rubber hoses leading to each carb from 
the air box are sensors for the low-speed 
air bleed system. All fuel to the carbs goes 
through drilled passages in the air box 
casting. An automotive-type in-line fuel 
filter is used between the fuel tank valve 
and the carburetor group inlet. 

There is no fuel at all in the space 
normally occupied by the tank on most 
bikes. The tank on the GL-1000 is in the 
space under the seat between the frame 
tubes. Two reasons put the tank there: 
it is the safest place for the tank to be, 


and its placement helps to lower the 
CYCLE 


center of gravity. The resulting fuel level 
is near enough to the carburetors’ float 
level that a fuel pump is required to pro- 
vide stable supply. It is an automotive-type 
pump, driven off the rear end of the right 
camshaft. 

A small, double-row chain connects the 
clutch hub to a long, slender power shaft 
that runs the length of the engine. This 
drives an Eaton-type trochoid oil pump 
for the pressure system in the engine/ 
gearbox, a smaller pump which scav- 
enges the clutch cavity, and thè water 
circulation pump at the lower left front 
of the engine. 

As in automotive practice, the pump 
keeps coolant flowing on a closed loop 
course within the engine until it reaches 
a predetermined temperature: 176- 
182°F. in the GL-1000. Then the thermo- 
stat allows just enough coolant from the 
radiator to enter the engine loop to keep 
it within range. If the coolant temperature 
rises above 210°F. in slow traffic, a ther- 
mo-switch operates an auxiliary electric 
fan. A plastic overflow tank under the 
bogus fuel tank’s right cover allows in- 
spection and replenishment. Honda’s 
recommendation is a mixture of 50% dis- 
tilled water and 50% Ethylene Glycol-type 
radiator coolant. The whole system holds 
3.4 quarts. 

A small sprocket on the engine side of 
the Hy-Vo sprocket leads down to a con- 
ventional Honda electric starter near the 
rider’s left boot. 

What look like beautifully contoured 
individual two-into-one exhaust systems 
on each side of the bike is actually a 
welded-together system that must be un- 
bolted and lowered to change the rear 
tire and removed completely before the 
engine is taken out of the frame. Yanking 
the engine for repairs is facilitated by 
removing a section of the lower left frame 
tubing. American Honda’s service people 
made an adapter for an automotive trans- 
mission jack to make engine removal 
easy. Once the engine bolts, control 
cables, wiring, and universal joint spline 
are loose, the engine can slide straight 
out the left side of the frame without any 
lifting or prying. Engine unit weight with 
oil but without carburetors is 212 pounds. 

Expanding a circlip with special pliers 
allows: the universal joint and driveshaft 
to slide back on a splined rear carrier 
connection for engine removal. Like the 
BMW, the GL-1000’s driveshaft runs 
through the center of the right-side 
swinging arm tube. The U-joint is a minia- 
ture version of a normal automotive unit. 
This U-joint was our single cause for ser- 
vice-oriented concern on the entire bike. 
The needle bearing assemblies are held 
by staking the U-joint body against them, 
and there is no provision for greasing the 
bearings. Granted, the assembly is under 
a protective rubber boot, but still, U-joints 
don’t last forever. It should have a grease 
fitting, and the bearings should be re- 
tained with removable circlips. 

The spiral bevel gear rear drive unit is 
very similar to BMW’s, except the pinion 
shaft on the Honda is fitted with Timkin- 
type tapered roller bearings instead of ball 
APRIL 1975 





MOTORCYCLISTS! 
VAN and PICK-UP OWNERS! 
send for 


|. ARMSTRONG 


Tires 
} Chuck full of off-road, 
camping and touring 
items for you and your 

truck. The greatest 
selection of wide 
wheels, tires, roll bars, 
portable sinks, cook- 
ing stoves, and much, 
are rayail- 
nie Can. 


9201 CALIFORNIA AVE. SOUTH GATE, CA. 90280 
COPYRIGHT 1975 DICK CEPEK,INC. 


Bates Bag 
get something 


nice going 
on the side! 


Striping and 
tail-light optional. 


















How to Make MONEY 
CUSTOMIZING 


VANS BUCKS / Cane! 


LEARN AT Ho! 
IN SPARE TOME 


N 
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PEXTERIORS, INTERIORS. @ 


Painting, Decals, Stencils, Ports, Trim, 
Air-foils, Upholstery, Special Add-ons 


Start making real money fast — even begin- ANS o CARS 
ners! Few dollars for materials brings hun- CAMPERS 
dreds $$$$$ to you. No need to quit school 

or job. Everything explained step by step with TRUCKS 
pictures, diagrams. No special talent needed. 3) CYCLES 


We send tools, brushes, upholstery materials, 
decals, lettering kits — all included with plan 
at no extra cost. Mail coupon today! 307 

lor Broch 
SEND FOR FREE CAREER PLAN Color Brochure | 


customizing Center, 4401 Birch St. 


e Careers by Home Study ial 





I Dept. EA035 Newport Beach, CA 92663 e» Rush FREE 

I Customizing Career Plan. No obligation. No salesman will call. | 
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S... 


Hook and snap latch hinge. 


Shown with 


These days it’s nice to have something going for you. With the 
styling and capacity of Bates Cycolac Saddlebags, you'll have 
plenty going with you as well as for you. 

Bates Bags are better than ever. Soft inside flocking, Class A 
side reflectors, combination stop, tail and directional light, strip- 
ing, new Bag Guards, and Custom Mounts are a few new features 


and changes. 


Some things don’t change .. . 


like the easy-to-care-for ABS 


Cycolac, the chrome-plated ‘‘draw-action’”’ key lock for security 
and the hook-type hinges to hold tops in place. 
. get something going for you! 


Make and model of cycle 

O Black 0O 
Std Sz—$59.50 pr 
Std Sz—$69.50 pr 
Black ([) White 


Cycolac Saddlebags: 
With Rear Refl 
With 12v Light 
Striping—$15.00 pr 
O Bag Mounts—$22.95 

































































King Sz—$69.50 pr 
King Sz—$79.50 pr 
o 





Chrome Bag Guards—$24.95 .......... 


Plus shipping and insurance (10% or $10.00, whichever is less) 


Total Amount Due [J Check 


O Money Order enclosed for 


Send order to Accessory House, Box 1770-CC, Long Beach, Calif. 90801 
and include your complete name, address and telephone number. 


O $2.00—Rush me all the full-color Bates Accessory and Leathers Catalogs. 





bearing assemblies. Different thickness 
shims are available to set the spacing 
between the ring and pinion gears. 

When rear tire service is necessary, the 
wheel slips out quickly and easily after 
the exhaust system is lowered, the rear 
brake caliper is removed, and the axle 
is withdrawn. 

The rear disc brake assembly is a thing 
of visual as well as functional beauty. A 
dual-piston caliper yields the absense of 
clutter associated with wear-compensat- 
ing devices on single piston units. As with 
all Honda discs, this one is made of stain- 
less steel. 

Bridgestone made a special tire for the 
GL-1000. The new rear is designated 
4.00H17A. The H is a maximum sustained 
speed rating: 131 mph in this case. Rec- 
ommended pressure is 32 psi when in- 
flated cold for rider/passenger loads up 
to 200 pounds, and 40 psi cold from 200 
pounds to the maximum allowable load 
of 360 pounds. The new wide aluminum 
alloy rear rim has a novel square-sec- 
tioned hollow around each side of the 
rim’s bead area. This gives the correct 
shape and strength without adding a lot 
of unnecessary weight. 

The swinging arm’s pivots are fitted with 
needle bearing assemblies. Adjustable 
hardened pins screw into the frame boss 
on each side to provide exact alignment 
for the drive shaft’s universal joint. 

A huge 20 ampere hour battery rests 
in a shock-mounted carrier under the left 


side plastic cover. 

Up front is a completely new fork and 
wheel set. The stanchion tube diameter 
has been increased 2 mm from the CB- 
750 (to 37 mm) to handle the increased 
weight loading of the Gold Wing. The 
single-piston calipers now slide laterally 
on guide pins to compensate for pad 
wear, instead of mounting on a swinging 
arm like the CB-750. Also, the calipers 
are placed behind the fork tubes to get 
their weight closer to the steering cen- 
terline and allow the front wheel to be 
easily removed for tire service. 

Also adding extra rigidity to the fork are 
four clamping bolts in the bottom axle 
caps of each fork leg. We have noticed 
in the past that extremely rigid front 
fender mounts can cause forks to bind 
when the mounting bolts were tightened. 
The GL’s fender is shock-mounted, we 
think to preclude this possibility. 

Routine maintenance is extremely easy 
and convenient to perform. A glance at 
a sight window on the right of the crank- 
case tells the oil level. Coolant level is 
also visual by opening the right “tank” 
cover. Both brake reservoirs are trans- 
parent, and you can see the battery level 
by taking off the left side-panel. The rear 
drive fluid level is supposed to be checked 
every 6000 miles through a plug in its 
housing. The oil filter (the same one as 
used on the CB-750) is under a bulge at 
the front of the crankcase. 

Tune-ups are also simple and straight- 


forward. The rocker arm covers come off 
to expose the valve ends for checking and 
setting—no more squinting and stretching 
to get a feeler gauge in place. Two sets 
of points (each fires two cylinders) are 
directly under a cover on the rear of the 
left cylinder head. And the spark plugs 
are right there on top of the cylinders. 

We don’t know exactly how much the 
GL-1000 is going to cost—early estimates 
by Honda hovered on both sides of 
$3000—but however much it turns out to 
be, it'll be a bargain. In terms of utter 
engine smoothness and quietness. In 
terms of the quality of engineering and 
new-wave thinking that has gone into it. 
In terms of surprisingly agile handling 
performance, and shattering stopping and 
accelerating performance. The GL-1000 
once again reaffirms much about the 
Japanese motorcycle industry and its tri- 
umphant (and selective) unwillingness to 
blur, for sales reasons, what it sees as 
distinct. You want to go road racing? 
Here’s a road racer that you can win road 
races with. Here’s a motocrosser that 
you can win motocrosses with. Here’s a 
trials bike that you can win trials events 
with. Here’s a Superbike, here’s a 
street’n’trailer, here’s a useful enduro 
machine. 

And here, by God, is a Tourer, un- 
blurred and brilliantly focused for those 
who want nothing to intrude on their feel- 
ing of the road, and who want to intrude 
on no-one else as they enjoy it. © 
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Why buy our Rack? 


It's the NEW 


CIRCLE INDUSTRIES’ new low rider luggage rack 
is produced for the most popular road and touring 
motorcycles. Manufactured using rectangular and 

square tubing, nickel-chrome plated for lasting 
beauty and weather protection. Sturdy tubing has 
double penetrated welds which are guaranteed not 
to crack or break, or the rack will be replaced without 
charge. More heavy parcels may be carried 

due to the racks’ low profile and center of gravity. 
Perfect companion for the rack is CIRCLE 
INDUSTRIES’ new adjustable back rest. 9 dia. heavy- 
weight tubing gives back rest rigidity and strength. 

The same high quality nickel-chrome plating is used 

as on the low rider carrier. Beautifully finished 
tucked and rolled pad, crafted from highest quality 
naugahyde over crush-proof padding, double stitched 
with special brand thread gives long wear and comfort. 
CIRCLE INDUSTRIES’ low rider luggage rack 
is available for most models of Honda, 
Yamaha, Suzuki and Kawasaki. $29.95 

The back rest, complete with all 

mounting hardware for installation on 

the low rider luggage rack. $21.95 

For a look at CIRCLE INDUSTRIES’ entire 
line of motorcycle accessories, send 

$1.00 for our 28-page catalog. 


CIRCLE 
NDUSTRES 


17901 Arenth Avenue/Dept. C 
City of Industry, California 91748 
Phone (213) 965-1622 
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TIPS Continued from page 38 


Honda 450 Points 


Here is a suggestion that may keep 
Honda 450 owners out of the poorhouse 
buying points. On my '69 and two '71 450s 
that I’ve worked on, at some time or other 
they started burning the left set of points. 
Timing coil and condenser checked O.K. 

The problem turned out to be a bad 
ground at the circuit between the con- 
denser and battery ground. The solution 
is to reduce the resistance between the 
coil ground and battery ground. The easi- 
est way to do this is to run a piece of 
wire from the coil to the battery ground. 
Its a much better solution than honing 
the points every 30 miles, which is a very 
difficult task on a moonless rainy night. 

Chuck Walker 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Vision 


Owners of Bell Star 120 helmets who 
are unsatisfied with the fact that the fac- 
tory shield/visor combination does not flip 
over can remedy the situation very easily. 

First, take the shield/visor off the hel- 
met and from behind, drill out the four 
rivets that hold the shield to the visor. 

Second, place the shield in front of the 
visor (in the factory position it was behind) 
and attach it to the visor using the two 
factory-drilled holes at the far left and far 
right side of the visor. By using a small 
nut and bolt in combination with a washer, 
the shield can now pivot up and down. 
The only alteration necessary will be on 
the shield. After you attach the first nut 
and bolt, you will note that the hole at 
the other end of the shield does not line 
up with the hole in the visor. Simply drill 
a new hole in the shield to match the one 
in the visor. 

It will now be possible to: 

1. talk to gas station jockies who 
always seem to ask questions about 
your bike. 

2. Ask directions at toll booths more 
easily, and 

3. put on and remove your helmet 
without unsnapping the visor if you 
wear glasses. 

Fred Rice 
Huntington, New York 


Honda Clutch Fix 


Ever since Honda softened the clutch 
in the 750 there have been complaints 
of a hard squawk from the plates when 
the clutch is released, this being: most 
severe when the engine is cold. It’s not 
a real problem, just annoying. The cure 
is as follows, and it is inexpensive and 
remarkably easy to do: 

1. Remove the clutch cover and fol- 
lowing internal parts as outlined in the 
Honda shop manual. The parts to be 
removed are the lifter plate, and (using 
the special four-pronged wrench 
# 07916-283000) the clutch center. 

(Continued on page 128) 
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CAFE RACERS! 


i 
- Allows rider lower tuck-in profile behind 
your RACER 1 Fairing for wind cheating 
Performance. Precision machined for quick- 
easy installation. For all popular machines. 
Specify model when ordering $75.00 per set 
SEND yi 00 FOR NEW CATALOG 


INQUIRIES INVITED 


DICK’ S CYCLE WEST 


304 yee Road 
San Gabriel, Ca. 91776/(213) 287-9656 


CAFE RACERS! 


RACER I 
3/4 FAIRING 


Newest look in cafe fairings. 

Take off on European 

racing look. Clean 

lean styling 

offers less wind 

resistance and 

high speed Complete 
stability. Quality $135.00 


construction. Paintable white or black, wind- 

shield in clear or smoke. Hardware included, 

easy installation. Fits all popular models. 
SEND $1.00 FOR NEW CATALOG 


INQUIRIES INVITED 


DICK’S CYCLE WEST 


304 Agostino Road 
San Gabriel, Ca. 91776/(213) 287-9656 





Spectacular sound! Stereo testing! 
Background music and sound effects! 
Special Interest Records available 
exclusively from Ziff-Davis. 

Send for your free Record Catalog — 
Ziff-Davis Publishing Co., Dept. cva7s 
One Park Ave., New York, N.Y. 10016. 


FREE! 
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DISCOUNT RIDER 
Order catalog featuring 36 pages of 
the finest quality Honda accessor- 
ies, and clothing items at specially 
low discounted prices. Send for 
yours today. 


DISCOUNT RIDER 
P.O. Box 4887, 
Dept. C 

Van Nuys, 
Calif. 91412 









COMFORT LOW SEAT Heavy vinyl in Blac 
or Brown over contoured foam rubber. A\ 
$59.95 value for only $53.96. TO ORDER: 
Send check or money order to Discount Rider 
with 25% down. Balance C.O.D. Please indi- 
cate year & make of your bike. 





The finest custom madeeathers for the 
pleasure or sport rider. Factory direct only. 
Catalog available. y 


2443 S.E. DIVISION, PORTLAND, ORE.97202 





MOTORCYCLE 
MECHANICS 


THE FIRST AND LARGEST EXCLUSIVE 
MOTORCYCLE MECHANICS SCHOOL IN THE USA 


For information on learning motorcycle mechanics fill out and return today 


AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE MECHANICS SCHOOL 
2840 N. HALSTED STREET 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60657 
AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE MECHANICS SCHOOL 
13700 N.W. 19TH AVENUE 
MIAMI, FLORIDA 
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2. Using a drill press—a hand drill will 
suffice—bore six evenly-spaced -inch 
holes in the clutch center in addition to 
those already there. Drill them between 
the splines. More than six are necessary 
in some instances and a couple more 
wouldn't hurt. 

3. Replace the standard 6003 bearing 
in the lifter plate with one that is sealed 
on both sides, such as the Delco part 
# Z993L03. This bearing can be obtained 
at any automotive jobber or bearing sup- 
ply house for a couple of dollars. 

4. Put everything back together. What 
this modification does is to keep more oil 
inside the clutch, where it is thrown out 
through the drilled holes to the plates 


Be “wad riding where accuracy: is impor- = 


tant. 3%” diameter, it includes an 
“odometer and. resettable trip counter 
ich reads in tenths; 
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rather than escaping past the bearing. 
Enough oil will get by the seals to lubri- 
cate the bearing, and the plates will live 
happier. 

Another problem with the later 750s is 
the fact that they seem strangled at higher 
revs in the upper gears, especially at 
higher altitudes. Most Honda dealers 
know the cure as outlined here but many 
owners do not and it may not have been 
done to their bikes. To cure the problem, 
simply remove the bottom from the air box 
(observing how the air has to twist around 
through two holes to reach the filter) and 
then, using a sharp knife, cut away the 
flap inside the box which protrudes into 
the air hole to widen it out about %-inch 


~. For road riding, VDO -has the Biker 

- models — tachometer & speedometer. | 
` Both are 2%” diameter, chrome plated =- 
for a truly custom look. The Biker ‘ 
“Speedo with odometer reads to. 160. -4 
“mph, the Tach to 12;000/rpm. Bold... 
beautiful and lighted, install. them ine 34 


di idupliy. or as a a pal 


at the bottom. The low speed air bleed 
screw will generally have to be set back 
% to Ye turn. A slight increase in power 
and gas mileage will be noted as plus 
factors, with the only negative factor 
being a slight increase in intake roar. 
David W. Chinn 
Pueblo, Colorado 


Cibie Bright Light 


While the standard lighting on Honda 
500, 550 and 750 models is adequate for 
night riding, a substantial improvement 
can be achieved by installing a CIBIE unit. 
The CIBIE 6670022 is available at most 
foreign auto parts stores for approxi- 
mately $12.00. (Be sure to specify 12 
volts.) It will mount on these Honda mod- 
els without any modifications and costs 
much less than other brands or models 
sold exclusively for motorcycles. 

The CIBIE unit comes standard with a 
quartz bulb which is easily replaced for 
only $2.50 if it burns out. High beam is 
an excellent spotlight with enough side 
diffusion for safe high speed riding. Low 
beam is quite bright but sharply cut off 
at the top to avoid blinding vehicles ahead 
or oncoming. Also, the lens is concave, 
which adds an interesting dimension to 
the appearance and has the effect of 
making the front end look lighter. 

The quartz bulb is much brighter than 
a standard beam but is not “white” 
enough to attract questions from police. 
Optional quartz iodide and quartz halogen 
bulbs are available for $8-$10, but these 
are almost too bright. 

Steven A. Ross 
Hebron, Connecticut 


A Wrinkle Wrinkle 


My tip concerns the black wrinkle 
painted engine cases andinstrument shell 
on the 1973 Harley-Davidson Sportster. 

After some time the cases and instru- 
ment shell really start to look cruddy and 
no matter how you clean and scrub the 
paint still looks terrible after it dries. 

| spray WD40 on the cases and shell, 
then wipe it off, and the paint then looks 
just like new. 

Michael Styles 
Gloucester, Massachusetts 


World famous VDO brings you custom cycle instrumen- 
tation that sets a whole new dimension in looks and 
performance. The Biker instruments are ideal for early 
custom modifications to your cycle. And what a great 
pair of instruments for cafe racers and chopper builders. 
For off-road performance, the ruggedly built VDO En- 
duro Speedometer has demand features that measure 
up to your most challenging riding needs. 

VDO instruments have a strong warranty. Further, each 
VDO instrument can be re-calibrated by any of our 48 
authorized service centers should you want to retain 
them for your next bike. Get it all together now with 
these precision instruments from Germany ... VDO. 


Get them at your favorite cycle dealer now — or send 
one dollar for catalog. 


VDO INSTRUMENTS 
Cycle Division, 116 Victor, Detroit, Mi. 48203 
or 6109 Lankershim Blvd., N. Hollywood, CA 91605 
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Calibrated and packaged 
by cycle brand and model. 
Custom fit cables available 
for easy hook-up to factory 
hubs. 


VDO. 


First in Quality 
. Worldwide 





CYCLE 


128 


YAMAHA RD-125 Continued from page 49 


grenade. Our test Yamaha absorbed all 
manner of enthusiastic riding. The clutch 
refused to slip, and never required ad- 
justment. No ominous clanks issued from 
the transmission. Treated to a short 
break-in period—rough enough to have 
any dealer shredding warranty cards—the 
engine gave not the slightest hint of apo- 
calyptic seizure. 

Part of this bulletproof nature results 
from over-engineering which, in turn, 
stems from production rationalization. 
The RD 125 shares a number of engine 
and chassis components with the RD 200 
twin. Crankshafts and upper-end as- 
semblies are different of course, and the 
RD 200 mounts a heavier front fork and 
a larger front brake. The RD 200 also has 
additional luxuries, including an electric 
starter and tachometer. The lack of a 
tachometer on the 125 is unfortunate, 
since its absence can only result in a 
greater thrashing of the engine. Power- 
seekers will be encouraged to spin the 
125 until the power fades, and then catch 
the next gear. 

Like the ‘‘missing” sixth gear, the ab- 
sent tachometer reminds the enthusiast 
that Yamaha wanted a sporting 125 which 
was also inexpensive. The speedometer 
proved to be a laggard; it ran up-and- 
down the scale slowly. Heavily damped 
against vibration, the needle would still 
show 30 mph after the bike came to a 
dead halt. And the speedometer does not 
have a reset tripmeter. 

There are other cost-conscious areas. 
The 5.5-inch headlight is a bit small con- 
sidering the kind of speed which the Ya- 
maha will generate. The stick-on tape- 
stripes—common now on many Japanese 
machines—do not bespeak quality fin- 
ishing. Nor does the foggy paint which 
ripples with orange peel. When fully de- 
pressed, the kickstarter would catch on 
the right foot peg and fail to return. 

Care must be taken when handling the 
key. It works fine in the main switch lo- 
cated by the speedometer. The key works 
marginally well in the locking gas cap 
(which weeped fuel). The lock tumbler 
turned stiffly and this pressure was nearly 
enough to twist off the lightweight key in 
the lock. We never snapped the key, but 
we did exercise caution. 

Construction economies not only re- 
press price surges, but they also hold 
down the weight of the motorcycle. And 
weight certainly becomes an important 
consideration with 13.8-horsepower en- 
gines. At 255-pounds wet, the Yamaha 
still outweighs Honda’s CB-125 S1 (Cycle, 
May 1974) by 35 pounds, though the 
two-stroke twin has 25 per cent more 











SPECIAL INTEREST 
RECORD CATALOG 


Spectacular sound! Stereo testing! 


fight birth defects 
Give MARCH OF DIMES 








Force yourself to save. 
Join the Payroll Savings Plan. 





























Take stock in America. 


With higher paying U.S. Savings Bonds. 








Trophies 
Plaques 
Medals 
Ribbons 


Background music and sound effects! Desk 
Special Interest Records available 

exclusively from Ziff-Davis. 

Send for your free Record Catalog — 

Ziff-Davis Publishing Co., Dept. 23, 

One Park Ave., New York, N.Y. 10016. 











MOTORCYCLE 
MECHANICS 


THE FIRST AND LARGEST EXCLUSIVE 
MOTORCYCLE MECHANICS SCHOOL IN THE USA 


For information on learning motorcycle mechanics fill out and`return today 


AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE MECHANICS SCHOOL 
2840 N. HALSTED STREET 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60657 
AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE MECHANICS SCHOOL 
13700 N.W. 19TH AVENUE 
MIAMI, FLORIDA 
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WEBCO HEADS RUN STRONGER! 


Have a machine the magazines say is 
best? You’ve fixed the suspension, 
tuned your body and psyched 

your buddies, but you're 

still not winning. Mid- 

way in the race you 

lose power and 

gradually slip 

to fifth or sixth. 

We can't promise 

to make everyone a 

winner (there is only 

one to a race) but a Web- 

co high performance head will 

help to keep you up front. You will 
run noticeably stronger and cooler, too. 


A Webco head not only improves horse- 
power, but will keep it for the full © 
length of the race, because we’ve 
designed it to improve both 
thermal and volumetric 
efficiencies. Each Web- 
co head is designed 
for maximum per- 
formance in its spe- 
cific application. Preci- 
sion cast from prime 356 
aluminum (finest obtain- 
able). 16 heat treated, then 
machined to exacting tolerances. 
Get a Webco head for your engine. 
You can see it at your Webco dealer. 


116 page Webco catalog 
and decal... $1.50 ppd. 


; WEBCO INC. BOX 429 e VENICE, CALIF. 90291 
Distrs: S.E., Cycle Gear, N.C.; Midwest, KK m/c Supply, Ohio; Rocky Mts., Pikes Peak m/c, Col. 


With the Freedom Sidecar, you can 
share the fun of cycling even more. 

It rides as great as it looks. A swing 
arm suspension with an S&W shock 
means a smooth, comfortable ride. 
There’s even a locking trunk area behind 
the seat. 

A full one year guarantee assures 
that your Freedom Sidecar will give you 
many miles of enjoyment. The low 
introductory price of only $695 includes 
a tonneau cover, windshield, attaching 
arms and all hardware. All you have to 
supply is the person to fill that up- 
holstered seat. 

But that should be easy. 

Write for a free fact sheet. Or send 
$2 for a special preview brochure 
featuring glossy photos. 


FREEDOM SIDECAR COMPANY 
39010 Wabash Road 
Romulus, Michigan 48174 
313-941-4622 
CIRCLE NO. 25 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 
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Shoei Saddlebags 


They are made of high quality fiberglass 
and come complete with side reflectors, 
hand rail and universal mounting hard- 
ware to fit all medium and large bikes 
except the B.M.W. 






Two warehouse locations with over 
6,500 items in stock. 


Write for new 1975 catalog. 





Florida Cycle Supply 


See Your Local Dealer 
P. O. Box 5245, Jacksonville, Florida 32207 
(904) 733-3363 











power than Honda’s tiny four-stroke. 
Riders who break the six-foot barrier or 
bend scales past 175 pounds should skip 
over the RD 125. Most six-footers will find 
sufficient space to allow reasonable 
comfort. As rider weight climbs, the ac- 
celeration of the RD 125 wilts. The gross 
vehicle weight rating of the bike would 
permit a 175 pound rider to carry a 185 
pound passenger, but this kind of payload 
would overtax the engine (turtle-type ac- 
celeration) and the small drum brakes 
(longer stopping distances). Passengers 
should be avoided. 

One-up, the RD 125 could be turned 
up to an indicated 60 mph for long (35 
mile) stretches. At a sustained 60 mph 
(7500 rpm) the 125 twin exhibited no ill 
effects whatever. Long freeway upgrades 
necessitated a drop back to fourth gear, 
which allowed the bike to accelerate 
slightly going uphill. Screaming the en- 
gine in fourth gear produces some fearful 
vibrations—the rider’s feet are literally 
buzzed right off the ends of the pegs. In 
fifth gear, where the engine spends al- 
most all its freeway time, the bike stays 
in a calm state. No vibration comes 
coursing through the running gear and 
rider. Though top-gear acceleration is 
hardly dazzling, you can pass slower traf- 
fic on the freeways, and you'll not be 
tattoed on some Diamond-T’s bumper. 

By no means does the RD 125 offer 
a velvet-cushion ride on its 49-inch 
wheelbase. The short wheelbase leads to 
some choppiness in the ride, though it 
pounds less than you might imagine. 
Front and back, the suspension has very 
little travel, and none of this movement 
has any perceptible damping. The combi- 
nation of soft springs, short travel and 
near-zero damping gives a surprisingly 
civilized freeway ride. Were there stronger 
springs, or harsh damping or even longer 
suspension travel, the ride might get 
rough and unpleasant. 

This strange combination of suspension 
characteristics should produce positively 
diabolical results on winding back- 
country roads. It doesn’t most of the time. 
The bike’s good handling rests on other 
factors. First, the basic chassis is fairly 
rigid. Second, the suspension doesn’t 
move much: two inches of perfectly 
sprung and damped movement may not 
be greatly superior to two inches of indif- 
ferent travel. With so little suspension 
movement, the running geometry isn’t 
changing every millisecond, so the RD- 
125 doesn’t slide into a deathly pitch- 





roll-yaw routine. Third, the RD 125 hasn’t 
enough power to get its running gear in 
real trouble. With a 175-pound rider, the 
bike has a power-to-weight ratio of 38 
pounds per horsepower. With so little 
power relative to its weight, the chassis 
can handle all loads without distorting. 

The nimble Yamaha has lightning-fast 
responses which allow the rider to flit the 
bike easily through a series of left-right- 
left combinations. Cornering clearanceon 
the left side suffers, thanks to the side- 
stand, but the RD 125 can be hooked over 
in right-handers until the stationary right 
peg begins scuffing on the asphalt. Since 
a rubber-mounted bar holds both pegs, 
there's a certain amount of play in the 
peg. While not as good as fold-up foot- 
rests, the cushioned peg won't immedi- 
ately dig into the pavement and upset the 
works. By dropping off the sidestand you 
can get just as much clearance on the 
lefthand side as on the right. The lean 
angles established by the pegs mark a 
sane limit for the OEM Bridgestone tires. 

Riding the RD 125 quickly is conta- 
gious. You simply charge up to a road- 
kink, clamp on the front brake lever, rap- 
idly snick down a gear or two, sail deeply 
into the corner, smoothly flick the bike 
over and feed the power right back in. 

Real shortcomings in the braking and 
handling department don’t surface until 
you start going downhill on mountain 
roads. Going up steep mountain grades 
limits the top speed to about 50 mph, and 
tends to obscure the brake fade. Running 
hard on the downside of a mountain road 
hints at those characteristics which a 
30-horsepower RD 125 would possess. 
The thing would terrorize the faint- 
hearted. When the RD 125 gets rushing 
along, the 28mm front fork tubes, the 
small brakes, the lack of damping, the soft 
springs, and the minimal suspension 
travel create a genuinely breathtaking 
experience. 

Try plunging toward a 60-mph corner 
at an indicated 80 mph. Heavy last- 
second braking makes the front fork tubes 
feel as they’re flexing. That might be 
imaginary, but the brake fade isn’t. Re- 
member, the RD 125 responds quickly to 
inputs, and the faster you go, the faster 
its handling gets. So you have to concen- 
trate on being smooth; just cough coming 
out of a corner and you can literally move 
over to the opposite lane. Sweeping right 
at 60 mph over a set of bumps will remind 
you that the suspension is truly flaccid. 
The bike no longer feels as if it’s plugged 
together tightly. You avoid bumps, be- 
cause there’s no such thing as steadying 
a 14-horsepower motorcycle by feeding 
the rear wheel more power at 65 mph. 
If you get uneasy with this sort of riding, 
you need only wait for the grade to flatten 
out. The RD 125 slows down, regains its 
composure, and lets the rider return to 
an enjoyable afternoon swinging through 
endless curves. 

Threading your way down a winding 
road, accompanied by the sharp rasp of 
that willing little twin, fifty-five seems like 
seventy. And that’s a good feeling in 
fifty-five-mph America. © 
APRIL 1975 





Eliminator Íl: 


America’s greatest fairing value! 


Includes windshield, headlamp, side- 
lamps, reflective striping, storage com- 
partment covers, 3 X 18 inch instrument 
panel, and mounting hardware---all for 
just $209.50 . 


Available for most big bikes. See it at 
your dealer or write for details. Send 
just one dollar for complete new catalog 
of commuting and touring accessories. 


Dealer inquiries invited. 


DELUXE 


MAG 


GAZINE 
CASES 


@ The ideal way to save your valuable copies, keep 
them well protected and make it easy for you to 
refer to any issue at any time. Both decorative and 
attractive enough to enhance the decor of any room, 
each case holds a full year’s copies. Constructed of 
reinforced fiberboard, these durable cases are 
covered in a rich-textured leatherette. The gold 
embossed back adds to its elegance and makes 
each case a welcome addition to your bookshelf 
or cabinet. 
Magazine cases are available for any of your 


Wc, 


YCLE WEAR 


Calafia Industries, Inc. 


1015 East Elm Avenue » Fullerton, California 92631 





favorite magazines. They’ re only $4.95 each, 3 for 
a 00, in any combination of titles ordered. Add 
per case for postage and handling. Outside 
=) U.S.A. add $1.00 per case ordered. - 
CHARGE YOUR AMERICAN EXPRESS of 
OR BANKAMERICARD ACCOUNT 


| oO My remittance. in the amount of $. 
is enclosed. Please send magazine cases for the 
| titles indicated below. Cy -475 
CHARGE: [] American Express (] BankAmericard 


Account # 
Signature 





QUANTITY 





Check One: 
O All Black 


Print Name. 
Address. 


O Maroon Back, Black Sides 














This is just a sampling of the new ALL OUT line for 1975, created 
exclusively for the two wheel purest. We’ve got it all, from rain 
gear to touring gear to cold weather riding suits, all available in 
one and two piece versions, in a wide variety of colors, fabrics 
and styles. Get into today’s riding scene and go ALL OUT. 


MidWest Outerwear, Inc. a subsidiary of P The Parker Pen Company, Port Washington, WI 53074 
CIRCLE NO. 33 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 
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BARGAIN 
HUNTERS! 


DISCOUNT GOODIES 


Chopper 
Touring 
Repair Parts 


JUST A FEW OF OUR BARGAINS! 


Honda Glas- 

} pak Cross- 
-over “Drag” 
Pipes 

CB750 $66.50 


CB500 $66.50 


Honda ‘‘Big 
Bore” Kits 


CB750 900cc 
$125.00 
CB500 600cc 
$107.50 


Honda 10 
piece Finned 
Cover Kits 
(8 valve, 
rotor 1-point 
cover) 

CB 750/4 
$21.00 kit 
CB 500/4 
$21.00 kit 


CB 350/4 
$21.00 kit 





Honda CB 750 
“Sunburst” 
Large Header 
Clamps 
$16.80 sets 
of four 





Tanks, Fork Tubes, Handlebars, Cable Kits, 
Highway Pegs, Mufflers, Sissybars, 
Frames, Hardtails, Saddlebags, Wind- 
shields, Seats, Tires, and much more for: 
HONDA, YAHAMA, KAWASAKI, SUZUKI, 
TRIUMPH, BSA, NORTON, HD etc. 


FREE CATALOG 
TOMBSTONE CYCLE 


820 Kildonan Drive, Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
R2K-2E9, Canada 
CIRCLE NO. 45 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 
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NEWSLINE Continued from page 27 


ISDT Tires: Very popular with enduro and 
ISDT riders are the Six Day tires with their 
unique inset rim bead. These ISDT type 
tires are made by Cheng Shin and have 
a tough six-ply carcass. The carcass 
thickness is also extra-deep to resist 
thorn-type tube punctures. The tread pat- 
tern is an all-purpose close-block type for 
good wear on most surfaces. The inset 
bead and tire strength permit use of very 
low air pressures. Additionally, these 
ISDT-type tires can be run with a flat for 





long distances without dangerous prob- 
lems of the bead peeling off the rim. Sizes 
range from 3.50/4.00 x 18 inch to 4.00/ 
4.50 x 18 inch to 3.25/3.50 x 21 inch. 
Sizing designates carcass height by width 
by tire diameter. Suggested list prices are 
$27.35, $33.65 and $28.45 respectively. 
Available from your dealer. Contact Cycle 
Battery Supply, 8104 Freestone Ave., 
Santa Fe Springs, Calif. 90670 for further 
information. 
CIRCLE NO. 7 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 


Enduro Conversion: All off-road riders can 
improve the durability of their dirt machine 
with the installation of the Preston Petty 
ISDT-type enduro parts. All of the parts 
are super-heavy-duty plastic, impervious 
to gas, oil and weather and guaranteed 
unbreakable. The headlight/ number plate 
combination comes with a 6-volt 35/35- 
watt GE sealed beam headlight, plug-in, 
nylon ties and instructions. Suggested list 
is $17.95. The heavy-duty shovel-type 
skid plate comes with four frame-attach- 





ing U-clamps. Suggested list is $9.95. The 
full coverage rear fender includes a large 
red taillight assembly inset into the mold- 
ing. It includes a 12-volt dual-element light 
bulb, wiring and license plate flat. Sug- 
gested list is $18.95. The full length front 
fender can be cut to fit and mounts under 
the lower fork crown. Suggested list is 
$6.95. Available from your dealer or con- 
tact Preston Petty Products, 403 N. Main 


Street, Newberg, Oregon 97132. 
CIRCLE NO. 8 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 








PARTNERSHIPS 


Reconditioned 
Used, 
Motorcycle 
Shops 
will net 
$50,000/year 
$5,000 total 


investment! 
(up to 50% financing 
available from 


home office) 
AAA 
CYCLE 
EXCHANGES,, 


OF AMERICA 
BOX 4023 
HAMMOND IND 46324 





GIVES YOU THE 


wifter Shifter 


re 
Pressure 
Concentrate 





PART NO 320 





BG EXTREME PRESSURE CONCEN- 
TRATE is a highly-concentrated addi- 
tive designed to reduce friction and 
give smoother, faster shifting. A touch 
of the toe and away you go. Use as dir- 
ected on the can to protect seals, bear- 
ings and gears. 


BG BIKE GUARDS 


For free decals and brochure, write 


BG PRODUCTS, INC. 
Box 11264, Wichita, Kansas 67211 
Distributor inquiries invited 


Better Quardians for Motor Maintenance 


CYCLE 


LETTERS Continued from page 14 


British Mystique—Or Mistake? 

So now the British are making their last 
stand in history as Norton-Villiers 
Triumph. And in the traditional British way 
you may expect: one of the. most hard- 
fought battles yet to come. 

And of the 500 Triumph and 70 years 
of pioneering today’s “great freedom ma- 
chines” to which the Japanese owe their 
beginnings and of men such as Mr. Ed- 
ward Turner whose engine design has 
survived 39-years and one World War, 
| say thank you. 

And yet your publication contributes 
still more to the downfall of the British 
motorcycle industry, by printing such 
openly biased articles as the Triumph- 
Yamaha 500 test, and not writing a good 
article reminding us of how much of 
today's pleasure riding we owe to the hard 
work of the “pioneers.” 

R. J. Hils 
FPO/San Francisco, California 
(November, 1973) 


In reading the letter from R. J. Hils 
(November, 1973) one must wonder: does 
he also own a pre-war Humbly-Pudge 3.4 
saloon, fly only in Sopwith Triplanes, and 
heat only with wood? Did he participate 
in the Banning of Gaskets from England? 

He, and the British, should spend less 
energy looking at past glories and use 
that revered big-single torque to pull their 
heads from the sand. Tradition for its own 
sake is pure hogwash. 

A design that remains static soon be- 
comes stagnant; judging from the sales 
of British machinery only a few wish to 
own a brand-new old motorcycle. 

W. P. Torpey 
Gardena, California 
(February, 1974) 


Such A Deal 
| don’t know if you would class a 
Whizzer as a motor bike or a cycle, but 
| came by it for $12.00. 
J. T. Rhuork 
Carrollton, Ohio 
(November, 1953) 


Choppers 

A chopped or bobbed motor is just what 
the word implies. Chop everything off that 
you don’t need. There is no special way 
to do it. Just strip your motor as though 
you were getting it ready for competition, 
but still legal enough for the road. 

One way to start is to take off the back 
fender and replace it with the front fender 
with the leading edge at the top of the 
wheel only in reverse. This way there is 
no wind resistance to the front wheel. Put 
the rear fender in your garage. 

The California cycle rider does not cus- 
tomize his motor by chopping. He just 
strips and chops it so if he wants to drag, 
cross-up, broadside, trail ride, hill climb, 
etc., he can. The chop is for comfort and 
pleasure, not for style and show. 

R. O. Des Marias 
Lompoc, California 
(March, 1954) 
APRIL 1975 


| am in the process of making a chop- 


-per, but | don’t have any catalogs that 


have custom and accessory parts in-them. 
Can you help me? 
“Robert Lee Dees 
Pensacola, Florida 
(May, 1967) 
Your local hardware store can supply 
an axe.—Ed. 


| thought your magazine, Cycle, was 
No. 1 in the field until | read your cute 
comment about the “axe” in your May 
issue. | could hardly believe my eyes! You 
would answer a reader in this fashion? 
A reader who took the time and trouble 
to write you? As | read further, also in 





the July issue, | found that you answer 
all of your readers’ questions this way, 
with smart remarks. | guess it’s because 
you're not intelligent enough to answer 
them well. And in the July issue, you admit 
at the end of your mail column that you 
could care less about your readers. 
Please cancel the subscription | sent for 
last month, because to put it quite frankly, 
Mr. Jennings, you are a wise-ass. Since 

you are so cute, print this. 
Bob Robertson 
Bloomington, Indiana 
(July, 1967) 

Flattery will get you—W.A. 


(Continued on page 137) 


Petrochem keeps you going! 


Through sand, mud, dust, rain... 
in scorching sun and saltair...you're 
asking a lot from that machine you 
depend on. 

Giving it preventive maintenance 
faithfully before and after use isn't a 
lot to ask in return. 

Everything you need for a com- 
plete wheel-to-wheel preventive 
maintenance program has PETRO- 
CHEM on the label. Here's a true 
family of race-proven lubrication- 
protection products specifically 
formulated to service the high- 
performance motorcycle. 


CIRCLE NO. 59 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 


No matter where you ride... how 
often youride...using PETROCHEM 
will help you take pride in what you 
ride. Performance-wise. Appearance- 
wise. Investment-wise. You'll find it's 
a way of life for your motorcycle. 

You'll find it now in the PETRO- 
CHEM High Performance Motorcycle 
Care Center at your motorcycle 
dealer or supply store. 


PETROCHEM 


KEEPS YOU GOING 


MMMM ASHLAND CHEMICAL COMPANY Division of Ashland Oil, Inc. 
Ashland- SPECIALTY PRODUCTS PO. Box 3105 Santa Fe Springs, 
< California 90670 (213) 699-9951 





133 





Cycle 


MARKET PLACE 


GENERAL INFORMATION: First word in all non-display classified ads set in bold ca j $ 
I N i ps at no extra charge. ALL copy subject to publisher's approval. All 
advertisers using Post Office Boxes in their addresses MUST supply publisher with permanent address and telephone namber elore ad can be ra Closing 


Date: 3rd of the 2nd month preceding cover date (for example. March issue closes Januar 
One Park Avenue, New York 10016, Attention: Hal Cymes. 





NON-DISPLAY CLASSIFIED: COMMERCIAL 
RATE: For firms or individuals offering commer- 
cial products or services. $1.60 per word (includ- 
ing name and address). Minimum order $24.00. 
Payment must accompany copy except when ads 
are placed by accredited advertising agencies. 
Frequency discount: 5% for 6 months: 10% for 12 
months paid in advance. READER RATE: For 
individuals with a personal item to buy or sell 
$1.00 per word (including name and address). NO 
MINIMUM! Payment must accompany copy. 
DISPLAY CLASSIFIED: One inch by one column, 
$85.00; Two inches by one column. $170.00; Three 
inches by one column, $255.00. Column width 2- 
1/4". Advertiser to supply film positives. Please 
write or phone for frequency rates. 


y 3rd). Send order and remittance to Classified Advertising. CYCLE, 





FOR SALE 





NORTON 


NORTON, TRIUMPH, BMW & M V AGUSTA—Europe’s 
best motorcycles—at specially low prices from Europe's 
best dealer—Gus Kuhn's. Write for full information now! 
GUS KUHN MOTORS LTD., 275-277 Clapham Road, 
London SW9 9BJ, England. Tel: 01-733 1002. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


SEND $1.00 for catalog. Parts and accessories. Suzuki, 
Triumph, BMW, BSA. Spa City Cycle Center, 71-4 Church 
Street, Saratoga Springs, New York 12866. Call (518) 584- 
4778. SPECIAL: $2.99 for BMW, Honda oil filters. 


CHANGE YOUR OIL once every 30,000 miles and save 
money. Free Details. Write: Fucilo Enterprises, Dept. 3A4, 
2183 East 36th Street, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11234. 

















ACCESSORIES 





Camping and Touring Gear 
for Bike Riders. > 
z 


= 2 
Tents, Sleeping Bags, z l 
Stoves, Cooksets, s L% 
Tools, Apparel, Books, LIZO oy 
Bike Accessories ae EJ ( X 


J» 


PLus... ROAD SYSTEMS 
BIG NEW CATALOG — 25¢ 


LT GREAT OUTDOORS 


ENTERPRISES 
420G South Fairview, Goleta, CA 93017 


Pr. 
pn 





SPEEDING TICKETS? No problem with RADAR SENTRY, 


warns of speed traps. $1.00 for details, RW Enterprises. 
P.O. Box 39292, Cleveland, Ohio 44139. Guaranteed. 








AT LAST!!! IT'S HERE!!! 
Gearshift Position Indicator Kits. 


e@ tiittte 


1 YR Warranty Against Defects/Workmanship 


SOLID STATE Bulbs (LE O's) show your gear position 
brightly, day and night. Fits YAMAHA 250-350 
twin cylinders 1970 and up. SUZUKI 1968 and up 
Ts 250, 400. 1250, 350. 500, and GT 250. 380. 550. 750 
Easy to install kit with pictorial instructions 


ANY Adult can install this kit 
and get the NEW PRICE. 
FIVE SPEED units: $1595 Inci shipping tax 
SIX SPEED units: $16 50 
State Year & Model. Send Check or MO to 


1.C.M.1. 
Batavia, Ohio 45103 
* Dealer inquiries invited! 


P.O. Box 133 

















QUARTZ-HALOGEN 
a 

Conversion Kit for-/5 BMWs! 
Quick conversion from old-style lighting to the 
brilliant new units on latest machines. You can 
install on your own bike in 5 minutes. Priced well 
below factory list. Kit includes new reflector, gasket, 
and lens. Bulb available separately for $18.96. 
Order from your dealer. « Quartz-Halogen 

Conversion Kit for —/5 BMWs... .$54.42 


CMI Accessories Norwood, nu 07648 


TWIS'FASSIST; 





THROTTLE HELPER 
Counteracts throttle spring tension. fN X 
Ends forearm fatigue safely. 
Mounts easily inside most a 
7/8" handlebars. s 
Money back > Radi 


guarantee. Info on request. 


Dealers inquire. 
{ Give make & model cycle. 
U.S. Pat. CMB MFG. CO. DEPT. A 

3752006 BOX 57, TEMPE, AZ. 85281 








APPAREL 





FINEST QUALITY LEATHER motorcycle jackets, shirts, 
pants, boots, belts, gloves, vests, helmets, raingear. 
World's lowest prices. Immediate delivery. Catalog 25 
cents. Herm’s Leathertogs. Dept. C.. 701 Northampton St., 
Easton, Pa. 18042. 


NEW! Send 50c incoins for 
COLOR PHOTO CATALOG 
of Road Leathers — Contour 
cut to fit! SHIRTS, JEANS, 
JACKETS, CHAPS, 





Studded Belts, Wristbands, 
LEATHER SADDLEBAGS. 
OF ARIZONA Dept. 14 
3903 N: 16 St. Phoenix, Arizona 85016 
phone orders 602-266-4861 





BUG COLLECTORS *** 
a asi 





scccccscsceusesssenccccceancesce 
STOP plucking bugs from your eye 
bolls! These cycle riders’ sunglasses 
gve full coverage, and come with cable 
earpieces so they can’t fall off, Adjust 
able triple braced metal frames, impact 














s “SZ 
p =e resistant optical glass lens in choice of 
S yellow, green, or grey. Carrying case included. Fast Delivery. If not 
© satisfied, return within 30 days for full refund. Send $5.95 for 1. 
S $9.95 for 2, or $13.95 for 3 parts Postpaid. For AirMail add .50 per 
S pair. Foreign orders add .80 per parr. 

: HIDALGO SUPPLY CO., Dept. C 

moss 11505 Chimney Rock Rd., Houston, Texas 77035 oo 


AMF 
HARLEY-DAVIDSON 
FRANCHISE OPPORTUNITY 


Check now on the profit producing 
facts of a Harley-Davidson motorcycle 
franchise. Available locations through- 
out the US. 


AMF Harley-Davidson, the oldest and 
most trusted name in motorcycling, 
back its dealers with factory warranties, 
million dollar national advertising pro- 
grams, free service schools, cooperative 
direct mail programs, high profit mar- 


gins, management guidance, complete 
financing and insurance programs, con- 
sistent research and development of new 
models, sales aids and sales training. 


Please inquire of Dealer Placement 
Manager, AMF Harley-Davidson Motor 
Co., Inc., P.O. Box 653, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin 53201, telephone 
414-342-4680. 








CLIP NEWSPAPER ITEMS. $500 monthly, possible. Infor- 
mation: Send stamped, addressed envelope. Rickey Cole- 
man, Rt. 2, Box 124, Daingerfield, Texas 75638. 





CYCLE INSURANCE 





CALIFORNIA RESIDENTS, lowest rates. ‘Motorcycle 
Insurance", Box 4215, Inglewood, Calif. 90309. 





CYCLE PUBLICATIONS 





Op 


FREE 


sample patch 
& brochure 


L.A.Ca. 90066 


v 
(e) 
v 
3 
2 


T-SHIRTS 


SUPER SHIRTS,dept.C 
PO BOX 66147 








EMBLEMS. Top Quality, embroidered, guaranteed color- 
fast. Direct to you from leading factory. Order 25 to 25 
million. Firm quote from your own sketch or Design-Guide 
supplied free. A-B Emblem Corp., P.O. Box 9695, Weaver- 
ville, N.C. 28787. 





BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 





FREE BOOK "2042 unique proven enterprises.” Work 
home! Hayling-B, Carlsbad, CA 92008. 


1975 SURVIVAL/MILITARY-Books/Manuals. Catalog 35 
cents. Survival Freeze Dried Foods List 25 cents. 
HILLCREST, (BFC-40), McDonald, Ohio 44437. 


Road Rider 


The only motorcycle magazine 
published solely for the touring 





rider. $10.00 for 12 issues, or 
send $1.00 for a sample copy 
to: P.O. Box 678, Dept. E, 
South Laguna, CA 92677 








CYCLE SERVICES 





WE MAKE FINISHER PINS for West Coast Clubs. How 
about yours? Send us your LOGO. Cal-Mart Plating, 607 S. 
Hill Street, L.A., CA 91732. 


CUSTOM CHROME PLATING, Specialists in cycle and 
antique restoration. Steel or Aluminum. We guarantee both 
our work and delivery dates as quoted. Call or write: 
Jackson Plating Company, 444 East South Street, Jackson, 
MI 49203. Phone: 1-517-782-6200. 





MOTORCYCLE ENGINE 
BALANCING 


Reduces Vibration 
Increases Performance 
Increases Engine Life 
Increases Rider Comfort 


H-D’s, Triumph, BSA’s, Nortons 
and ALL 2 Cyl. Engines $43.00. 


Send—Crank, Pistons, Pins, Rings, Bearings. 
Do not send cases. Package Securely! 


Parts returned within 5 working days. 


Send Money Order ONLY with parts and 
we pay return freight or returned C.0.D. 


Precision Balancing Co., Inc. 
444 N. Holmes Avenue 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46222 
(317) 639-1429 





EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION 





OVERSEAS JOBS—Now hiring. .103 countries, all 
occupations, high pay. free transportation, tax benefits. 
Latest computerized reports—$2.00. TRANSWORLD, 
International Airport, Box 90802-CY, Los Angeles, 
California 90009. 

AUSTRALIA—NEW ZEALAND WANTS YOU!!! 50,000 Jobs! 
Paid transportation! Latest information and forms. $1.00. 
AUSTCO, Box 3623-CY, Long Beach, Calif. 90803. 


OVERSEAS Employment...Australia, Europe, Asia, South 
America! All occupations! $700-$4,000 monthly! 
Employment International, Box 29217-WP, Indianapolis, 
Indiana 46229. 











EQUIPMENT AND PARTS 





CYCLE SALVAGE INC. New, Used, Reconditioned 
Motorcycle Parts. 157 Water Street, New Haven, Conn. 
06511. 1-203-624-4315. 





IF YOU NEED 


PARTS 


Mail Order Service Worldwide. 


111 Sunrise Highway 
Amityville, N.Y. 11701 
Call 516-842-5771 


CYCLE CITY inc. 





PARTS 


Worid’s largest inventory 
for Italian motorcycles 


Rebuilt Engine Exchanges 


COSMOPOLITAN MOTORS, INC. 
Hatboro, Pa. 19040 
(215) 672-9100 


WARDS RIVERSIDE 
MOJAVE (By Benelli) 
PARILLA 
CAPRIOLO 

MV AUGUSTA 250 
BIANCHI 

CAPRI SCOOTERS 












24 HOUR MAIL UPS SERVICE 
on all HONDA PARTS 
NO RIP—OFF 


State Honda Model No.. 
Year, Frame No., Eng. No. 


1845 LINDEN BLVD., BKLYN, 11207 


R 
S HONDA 


BMW and “NSU Motorcycle complete parts and service 
WEST VALLEY CYCLE SALES. P.O. Box 2068, WINNETKA. 
CALIFORNIA 91306. Mailorders handled promptly z 


BSA Parts 


Kawasaki Parts 


SHIPPED SAME DAY 
NORFOLK Box 81, Rte 1A 
MOTORCYCLES Norfolk, MA 02056 
Call (617) 384-7555 











BIG BORE KITS e TUNED PIPES 
STROKED CRANKS for SINGLES 
ENGINE BUILDING ° CAMS 






Powroll Inc. 
P.O. Box 1206 A4 
Bend, Oregon 97701 
(503) 382-6395 


Send for 


Complete Catalog $1.50 Cash 
Model Information 50¢ 


















KAWASAKI PARTS 


PARTS & SERVICE—MAIL ORDER C.O.D. 


Machine Work & Speed Work All Makes 
Cranks & Rods Rebuilt 
Porting, Boring, Complete Engine Overhauls 


BE A WINNER! 
With our Drag/Race Conversions 
For Kawasaki 750 


Best E.T. — 10:15 Best Top Speed — 139.96 a Ser oe 
On our own Kawasaki 750 










West Hollywood, Ca. 90069 
Telephone (213) 652-7266 


Send for your free 30-page catalog. 








KAWASAKI PARTS 


ONE DAY MAIL ORDER SERVICE 
BORING, PORTING, COMPLETE SERVICE 


Send 25¢ for information and decal 


arlington 


1098 Mass. Ave., Arlington, Mass. 02174 © (617) 648-1300 





tenogo mas 


CHRONOGRAPH 


SAN DIEGO MOTORCYCLE SALVAGE. USED parts for all 
makes and models. 2676 Newton Ave., San Diego, CA (714) 
235-6261. 

ARIEL SQ4 one of the largest stock of parts in the world. 
Price list $1. Fred's Cycle and Salvage Yard, 420 So. San 
Gabriel Blvd., San Gabriel, Calif. 91776. (213) 285-6694. 


21 WILLOW ST. R 
FITCHBURG, MA. 01420 
(617) 345-0181 


meag eyces 








PHONE: 


OYAL (213) 286-2550 
NFIELD «:s: 


Mail Order Parts, Shop Manuals, etc. 








SUZUKI PARTS: Large inventory—Champion Motorcycles. 
840 Main, St. Charles, Illinois 60174. 


Largest Stock in U.S.A. — Tell us your needs today! 
304 Agostino Rd., San Gabriel. Ca. 91776 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING ORDER FORM 


Please refer to heading on first page of this section for complete data concerning terms, frequency discounts, closing dates, etc. 



































WORD COUAT: Include name and address. Name of city (Des Moines) or of state (New York) counts as one word each. Zip Code numbers not 
+ counted. (Publisher reserves right to omit Zip Code if space does not permit.) Count each abbreviation, initial, single figure or group of figures or 
letters as a word. Symbols such as 35mm, COD, PO, AC, etc., count as one word. Hyphenated words count as two words. Telephone numbers 
count as two words; as three words with area code. 


! 1 2 3 4 5 ; 
6 7 8 9 10 ; 
i T1 12 13 14 15 i 
; 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 : 
; 26 27 28 29 30 i 
: 31 32 33 34 35 ; 





PARTS 


NATION WIDE 


Mail Order Service 
184Worcester St. 






TRIUMPH 
OF WELLESLEY 


Wellesley Hills Mass o2181 
617 235 9729 





HONDA MOTORCYCLES AND PARTS ARE CHEAPER IN 
CENTER, TEXAS. When ordering parts please give us 
Model, Year, Frame Number and Engine Number. HAYDEN 
HONDA, P.O. Box 829, Center, Texas 75935. Phone (713) 
598-2330 and 598-2322. 

















Words $ 1.60 (Commercial Rate) $ 1.00 (Reader Rate) 
O Payment of $ enclosed for insertion(s). i 
CHARGE: [ American Express BankAmericard [O Master Charge [O Diners Club : 
for insertion(s). You will be billed monthly. 
Account # Expiration Date 





Master Charge Interbank # (4 digits above name) 
SIGNATURE MUST BE PROVIDED BELOW 





PRINT NAME 





ADDRESS 





CITY 





CY-475 : 








HONDA 


PARTS & ACCESSORY 
WAREHOUSE 


WE’RE NUMBER 
ONE FOR 
ACTION 4’S e DUNLOP 
KONI + BELL e NGK 
YOSHIMURA + WIXOM 
VETTER—AND MORE 
CARR’S HONDA 


6800 N. CLARK CHICAGO IL 60626 
312-274-7777 
$1 REFUND ON PHONE ORDERS OVER S15 


INCLUDE: MODEL, YEAR, SERIAL NO. 








HONDA PARTS 
ONE DAY MAIL WORLDWIDE 
State: Model No., year, frame, & engine nos. 
COMPLETELY NEW 80 PAGE PARTS-ACCESSORY CATALOG 
Send 60¢ postage & handling ($1.50 air) 


HONDA of MINEOLA 


336 Jericho Tpke., Mineola, N.Y. 11501 e (516) 248-5558 





Cro NEW CYCLE PARTS SERVICE 
LO 
e West Coast Savings! 
e Call from anywhere in the U.S. except Cal- 
ifornia. Orders filled within 24 hours. 
e Call Tues. thru Fri. 9 A.M. — 6 P.M., Sat. to 5, 


~- Pacific Time. 
e Bank Americard & Master Charge accepted. 


CALL 


TOLL-FREE 





ALLYN’S Honda/Kawasaki 
958 North Maclay, San Fernando, California Ų 





USED PARTS 


All makes and models. Save up to 50% of 
retail. Many early & obsolete British parts 
in stock. Prompt 1 day service. 

Write Dept. C, 87 Park St., 
Beverly, Mass. 01915. (617) 922-3707 


















GOVERNMENT SURPLUS 





U.S. GOVERNMENT SURPLUS DIRECTORY. How, Where 

to buy 100,000 items (including Jeeps) ... low as 2 cents 

on dollar! Most complete information available ... $2.00. 

Srp VS DISPOSAL, Box 6586-WP, Washington, D.C. 
09. 





INSTRUCTION 





MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC. Train at home in spare time. 
Make good money in motorcycle shop or start own busi- 
ness. Motorcycle tools, test instruments included. FREE 
“Career Kit!', Dept. EACC4, North American 
School Motorcycle Repair, 4500 Campus Drive, Newport 
Beach, CA 92663. 





INVENTIONS WANTED 





INVENTIONS IDEAS 
WANTED 


Manufacturers Need New Products. Your invention, new 
Product or idea developed for cash / royalty sales by 
Professional Organization. 

“No Idea Is Too Small’ 

Free Booklet: ‘‘How to Safeguard, Develop 
and Market Your Ideas to Industry’ 
LAWRENCE PESKA ASSOCIATES 
500 Fifth Ave., Dept. JJ, N.Y.C. 10036 
Phone (212) 354-9696 


* A trademark of Lawrence Peska Associates, Inc. 





PLANS AND KITS 





PLANS, Tube Bender, Press, Break. Information, P.O.B. 56, 
Campo, California 92006. 





STAMPS 





200 WORLDWIDE STAMPS only 10 cents. Inexpensive for- 
eign approvals included. White Company, Box 24211-TC, 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46224. 





EUROPEAN TOURING 


PERSONALS 





BUYING A COMMANDO, under the personal export scheme 
We are the only OFFICIALLY FACTORY APPOINTED SER 
VICE CENTRE and sell only Norton Prompt delivery 
Save your dollars by dealing with the SPECIALISTS with all 
services SPARES ACCESSORIES INSURANCE FREIGHT 
ING the experts i handling your personal requirements 
Send tor detailed literature showing how to yet here trom the 


airport etc, and any other mfurmation you may require 


Taylor Matterson, Bedford Hill, London S.W.12 Tel. 01-673-0981 





TOURING EUROPE? The cheapest way is by motorcycle. 
Write now to Europe's biggest and best dealer, Elite 
Motors of London, for details of their exclusive “buy-back” 
scheme. Hundreds of new and used models from stock, 
plus accessories, clothing, insurance, etc. Elite Motors, 
844-965 Garratt Lane, Tooting Broadway, London SW17 
OLP, England. Tel: 01-672 1200. 


Visiting England? 
Touring Europe? SALES: SERVICE- PARTS 


Send your name and address for our 





Tax-Saving Cycle.Purchase Plan 


HARVEY OWEN 
181/183 Walworth Road, London SE17 1RR England 
Telephone 01-703 0282 
ONLY 15 MINUTES FROM CITY CENTER 








HANG GLIDING 





AIRCRAFT QUALITY HANG-GLIDERS. Cloudmen Glider- 
craft Company. Free brochure. 905 Church Street, Nash- 
ville, TN 37203. Dealers wanted. 
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EUROPE’S BEST SELLING SEX MANUAL! 


PICTORIAL GUIDE TO SEXUAL INTERCOURSE. A step-by- 
step specific course through 
clear, concise full-color pho- 
tographs of how to engage in 
the many forms of physical 
love and sexual intercourse 
Turn dull, confused routine 
“quickie” sex into exciting 
sexual episodes, which con- 
tinue to improve each time 
and provide greater degrees 
of pleasure than you ever 
thought possible. Thousands 
sold at $12.95. Now available in soft cover for just $4.95 
223 pages. Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back 


Send $4.95 to: Adam & Eve © 
Dept. cye-10, 105 N. Columbia, Chapel Hill, N.C. 27514 





MISCELLANEOUS 





IDENTIFICATION Cards, send stamped self-addressed 
envelope for samples. NIPCOF, 727 North Main, Las 
Vegas, Nevada 89101. 

SLEEP LEARNING. Hypnotic Method, 92% effective. 
Details free. ASR Foundation, Box 23429 EG, Fort Lauder- 
dale, Florida 33307. 


SPECIAL interest records available, produced by the 
editors of the world’s leading special interest magazines. 
Send for free catalog. Record Catalog CL, Ziff-Davis 
Publishing Co., One Park Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10016. 











CYCLE 
ROAD TEST 


1974 

BMW R90S 
BMW R90/6 
Bultaco 250 Alpina 
Bultaco MK VII Pursang 
Can-Am 250 T'NT Enduro 
Honda CB125 
Honda CB200 
Honda CB450 K7 
Honda XL250 K1 
Kawasaki 750 H2 
Kawasaki G3SSA90 
Kawasaki 400 S3 
Maico 400 Qualifier August 
Montesa 250 Cappra VR May 
Montesa 250 King Scorpion ... January 
Norton, John Player December 
Ossa 250 Phantom November 
Penton 250 Hare Scrambler April 
Suzuki 185 Ranger 

& Sierra 
Suzuki GT 550L 
Suzuki GT 380L Sebring 
Suzuki T500L Titan 
Suzuki TS400 Apache 
Suzuki TS50L Gaucho 
Triumph TR5Mx 
Yamaha DT360A Enduro 
Yamaha RD60A 
Yamaha MX175A 
Yamaha TX650A 
Yamaha DT400 

Enduro 
Yamaha RD350 

1975 

Honda CB400F SS 
Honda CB500T 
Honda GL-1000 
Honda XL-125K1 
Kawasaki KS-125 

Enduro í 
Kawasaki 903 Z1-A 
Montesa V75 Enduro 250 . 
Suzuki RES Rotary 
Yamaha YZ-C 125 


Monocross........ 
Yamaha RD-125B 


March 
September 
June 

.. July 
October 
May 
February 
April 
July 
October 
May 
January 


September 
July 
April 
February 
October 
May 
March 
March 
May 

July 
August 


November 
.. December 


March 
... February 


February 
.. January 
March 
January 





LETTERS Continued from page 133 


Business 
Gentlemen: 
Enclosed please find a subscription list 
for 5 members of the Hell’s Angels M/C. 
Hell's Angels’s M/C 
Detroit 23, Michigan 
(January, 1954) 


Daytona 
Let us start a working group to get the 
Daytona 200 in the country, for rich, 
snobby kids like me. 
Richard N. Pollak 
Whitestone, New York 
(March, 1970) 
How inconsiderate of the AMA to hold 
the Daytona 200 Motorcycle Race so 
close to Tea Time, or what were those 
British doing heading for the pits so early, 
before the race was over? 
Glen Hess 
Morrisville, Pennsylvania 
(July, 1977) 


Fond Recollections 

You did a great job with your “Trouble 

Shooting” article (Cycle, December 

1970). It brought back 1943 memories of 

Navy Aircraft Mechanic School in Nor- 
man, Oklahoma. 

John J. Campbell 

Holtsville, New York 

(April, 1971) 


If You Can’t 
Say Something Nice... 

| fully appreciate your stand and your 

difficulty in making a totally unpartial and 

truthful road test that still pleases every- 

body, but maybe | don’t get it. Why devote 

2⁄2 pages to saying that such and such 

a machine has superb braking, supreme 

handling, ideal riding comfort, excellent 

road-holding, etc. Surely every machine 

can't be perfect in every respect. They 

all must be good, but if they were all 

equally good, why bother to write up more 

than one report covering Ariel, BSA, AJS, 
Matchless? 

Maurice Lafferty 

Los Angeles, California 

(July, 1950) 


Two-Wheel Mafia 
| believe the foul-ups of race promoters 
are too consistent to be accidental. 
Mr. Smith 
Detroit, Michigan 
(January, 1971) 
P.S. Don’t print this letter. | have relatives 
living in Columbus, Ohio. 


Heavy Lids 
Re your June 1970 issue article ‘‘Fa- 
tigue Makes Cowards Of Us All’: | got 
very fatigued reading it. 
John J. Campbell 
Holtsville, New York 
(August, 1970) 


Crash Helmets : 

| thought you were a publisher of books 

and magazines until | saw an adver- 
APRIL 1975 


tisement for Clymer Crash Helmets. How 
come? 

Bert Auston 

Detroit, Michigan 

(May, 1959) 

Well, Bert, it’s an old but short story. 
We were the first, therefore original, im- 
porters of crash helmets in the U.S. when 
in 1932 we became Cromwell distributors. 
At that time there was only one crash 
helmet in use by a U.S. racing driver. It 
belonged to the late Wilbur Shaw of Indi- 
anapolis fame who was then racing at the 
old Ascot Speedway in Los Angeles. Dur- 
ing that time | was operating White Sox 
Short Track Speedway in Los Angeles 
where many accidents occurred, though 
seldom serious. But accidents to car driv- 
ers at Ascot were sometimes serious and 
several were killed there. We got through 
the first ruling that crash helmets had to 
be used by A.A.A. drivers after a meeting 
with Ted Allen, Secretary of the A.M.A., 
and Art Phillsbury, Regional A.A.A. Direc- 
tor. Both decided they should follow the 
pattern of the motorcycle riders at White 
Sox. Then the A.M.A., through former 
Secretary E. C. Smith, approved the 
Safety helmet, and the first one was a 
Clymer. 

So, Bert, that’s how the helmet business 
started and we are still in it and import 
and sell perhaps as many or more than 
anyone in the business. During the years 
since 1932 we have without a doubt sold 
far more helmets than anyone else, and 
no “‘Johnnie-come-lately’’ is about to 
push us out of the helmet business. We 
started it in the U.S.A.—Clymer. 





A Smell On The Land 
You guys must know what | want. If a 
bike stinks, you come out and Say it stinks. 
Not like so many other publications that 
love every bike, except for maybe the 
kickstarter gets in the way. Its enough 
to make me puke, if | knew how. Don’t 
ask me why, but | never puke. 
Kenneth W. Salome 
Millville, Massachusetts 
(May, 1974) 
Your article on “Then Came Bronson” 


stunk! 
Glenn Bradshaw 


Austin, Texas 
(March, 1970) 
Your Yamaha 175 Enduro road test 


stunk. 
Daniel W. Martin 


Lansdale, Pennsylvania 

(February, 1970) 

A lot of your letters pointed out some 

of the bad things which your magazine 
(Continued on page 140) 
















PROFESSIONAL 
MOTORCYCLE 
MECHANICS 
TRAINING 


If you've got the interest, we've got 
the Training System to help you 
turn PRO. Yoú need to love motor- 
cycles, small engines, custom 
design and painting, or any other 
related areas of the exciting in- 
dustry-you want to enter. With your 
love, and our System, we're a win- 
ning team! But we don’t fool 
around...National Tech is known 
for being a tough place to graduate 
from. It's fully equipped and fully 
staffed to turn out highly qualified 
graduates. ‘Because of this, there 
are lots of them out there working 
at what they love. 

If you'd liké to join us, if you'd 
like to join the Pros, send us the 
coupon for more information. 


“ APPROVED FOR VA BENEFITS 





NATIONAL TECHNICAL INSTITUTE 
4810 Calvert Road 

College Park, Maryland 20740 
NAME, 
ADDRESS 
STATE 
AGE PHONE. 
O MARRIED [SINGLE [J]! AMA VETERAN 












ZIP 
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For free catalog, write to: 


BATES INDUSTRIES, INC. 


Box 240-CL, Long Beach, Calif. 90801 


ABOUT YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION 


Your subscription to CYCLE is main- 
tained on one of the world’s most mod- 
ern, efficient computer systems, and if 
you’re like 99% of our subscribers, you'll 
never have any reason to complain 
about your subscription service. 

We have found that when complaints 
do arise, the majority of them occur 
because people have written their 
names or addresses differently at dif- 
ferent times. For example, if your sub- 
scription were listed under ‘William 
Jones, Cedar Lane, Middletown, Ari- 
zona,” and you were to renew it as “Bill 
Jones, Cedar Lane, Middletown, Ari- 


sy 


5 Bates 


Leathers... 
No.1! 


Bates Leathers are Number One by 
over 4 to 1. That’s what a survey for 
Cycle magazine of the actual pur- 
chases made by a selected group of 
its readers showed. 

Why such loyalty and popularity? 
What’s the reason professional and 
pleasure riders alike specify Bates 
Leathers—and wait to get Bates when 
they might possibly make an instant 
purchase of a lesser brand? 

Is the reason Bates Leathers are 
best because they’re hand-cut and 
custom tailored? Is it the choice of 
over 24 colors of top-grain leather? 
Is it the fact you can design your own 
Leathers for stripes, colors, pockets 
and so forth? 

Perhaps it’s the uncompromising 
quality of Bates workmanship in a 
world that seems to lack quality these 
days. Maybe it’s because top profes- 
sionai riders in the world — men who 
know, like Agostini, Gary Nixon, Phil 
Read, Yvon DuHamel, Ole Olsen, Paul 
Smart, Dick Mann, Dave Aldana, 
Barry Sheene, Gary Scott and many 
others — wear Bates Leathers. 

Whatever the reasons for Bates 
superiority, why not design and order 
a set for yourself and find out what so 
many others already know . . . the joy 
of owning the very best of something! 
Our free catalog contains all the in- 
formation you need. You may order 
through your Dealer or direct. Bates 
Leathers are easy to order by mail... 
as riders in some 60 different coun- 
tries around the world can tell you. 





zona,” our computer would think that 
two separate subscriptions were in- 


volved, and it would start sending you 


two copies of CYCLE each month. Other 


examples of combinations of names that 
would confuse the computer would in- 
clude: John Henry Smith and Henry 
Smith; and Mrs. Joseph Jones and Mary 
Jones. Minor differences in addresses 
can also lead to difficulties. For exam- 
ple, to the computer, 100 Second St. 
is not the same as 100 2nd St. 

So please, when you write us about 
your subscription, be sure to enclose 
the mailing label from the cover of the 
magazine—or else copy your name and 
address exactly as they appear on the 
mailing label. This will greatly reduce 
any chance of error, and we will be able 
to service your request quickly. 
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Here’s how you can get additional information at no charge, concerning Products Editorial Listing, for which you want additional information. (Key 
products and services advertised in this issue, and items mentioned in the numbers for advertised products also appear in advertiser's index on the 
New Products Editorial Section. opposite page.) 

1. Clip one of the coupons (two are provided in the event a second person 3. Paste the coupon on a government post card or place it in an envelope 
reading this copy wishes to use the service). Print or type your name and and mail to: 

address where indicated. Be sure to include Zip Code. CYCLE, P.O. Box 2904, Clinton, lowa 52732 

2. Please answer all questions and circle the number on the coupon which 4. Your request for information will be forwarded to the appropriate compa- 
corresponds to the number at the bottom of the advertisement, or New nies. Please allow 4 to 6 weeks for them to fill your requests. 

EXPIRES MAY 30,1975 CC4 /75 1 | EXPIRES MAY 30,1975 CC 4/75 12 
Name | Name 

Address | Address 

City State Zip Code | city State Zip Code 

PLEASE ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS BELOW AND TYPE PLEASE ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS BELOW AND TYPE 

OR PRINT AS CLEARLY AS POSSIBLE OR PRINT AS CLEARLY AS POSSIBLE 


1. How many motorcycles do you now own? 
ACi B[]2 C []3 or more D [] None 


1. How many motorcycles do you now own? 
Ai B[]2 C []3 or more D [] None 












































































































































FOR MOTORCYCLES CURRENTLY OWNED, PLEASE COMPLETE THE | FOR MOTORCYCLES CURRENTLY OWNED, PLEASE COMPLETE THE 
FOLLOWING: | FOLLOWING: 
Answer for most recent purchase if more than one is owned. | answer for most recent purchase if more than one is owned. 
2. What make? 2. What make? 
A [Q BSA E [] H-D | [] Kawasaki M [] Suzuki A [Q] BSA E (JH-D | [] Kawasaki M (J Suzuki 
B [] BMW F C] Hodaka J (J Norton N [0 Triumph BL] BMW F [] Hodaka J [ Norton N (] Triumph 
C [] Bultaco G [] Honda K [] Ossa O [] Yamaha C [] Bultaco G [] Honda K [] Ossa O [] Yamaha 
D [] Can-Am H [] Indian L (J Rokon P [O Other D [] Can-Am H [] Indian L [J Rokon P (J Other 
3. What engine size? 3. What engine size? 
A [0 40-99cc D [ 300-399cc G (J 600-699cc A () 40-99cc D [ 300-399cc G (J 600-699cc 
B [J 100-199cc E [] 400-499cc H [0 700-799cc BJ 100-199cc E [] 400-499cc H [J 700-799cc 
C [J 200-299cc F [0 500-599cc | [J 800cc & up C [] 200-299cc F (] 500-599cc | 800cc & up 
































4. Excluding motorcycle(s) currently owned, had you previously owned a 
motorcycle? 1[] Yes 2 [J No 


4. Excluding motorcycle(s) currently owned, had you previously owned a 
motorcycle? 1 [] Yes 2 C] No 














If YES: If YES: 


5. What make? (Most recently owned, if more than one.) 5. What make? (Most recently owned, if more than one.) 




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































A [Q BSA E [J] H-D | [] Kawasaki M [ Suzuki | A [] BSA E [] H-D | [] Kawasaki M [] Suzuki 
BL] BMW F C] Hodaka J [J Norton N [C] Triumph | BL] BMW F C] Hodaka J [] Norton N C] Triumph 
C [] Bultaco G [] Honda K [] Ossa O [] Yamaha | C [] Bultaco G [] Honda K [ Ossa O[] Yamaha 
D [] Can-Am H [] Indian L (J Rokon P [0 Other | D [] Can-Am H [] Indian L [] Rokon P (J Other 

6. What engine size? (Most recently owned, if more than one.) | 6. What engine size? (Most recently owned, if more than one.) 
A [] 40-99cc D [ 300-399cc G [ 600-699cc | A (J 40-99cc D [C] 300-399cc G [] 600-699cc 
B [J 100-199cc E [C] 400-499cc H C] 700-799cc | B (J 100-199cc E [] 400-499cc H 0] 700-799cc 
C [C] 200-299cc F [] 500-599cc | [800cc & up | [] 200-299cc F C 500-599cc | 800cc & up 

7. Do you plan to buy a new motorcycle within the next 12 months? | 7. Do you plan to buy a new motorcycle within the next 12 months? 

A[] Yes B [] No | AQ Yes B [] No 

8. What make are you most seriously considering? (Check ONE.) | 8. What make are you most seriously considering? (Check ONE.) 
AU] BSA E [H-D | [] Kawasaki M [] Suzuki | ALJ BSA E C] H-D l Kawasaki M (J Suzuki 
BL] BMW F [C] Hodaka J (J Norton N [C] Triumph | BL] BMW F [C] Hodaka J [ Norton N (J Triumph 
C [] Bultaco G [] Honda K [J Ossa O [] Yamaha C [] Bultaco G [] Honda K [J Ossa O [] Yamaha 
D [] Can-Am H [] Indian L [J Rokon P [] Other | D [] Can-Am H [] Indian L [J Rokon PO Other 

9. What engine size? | 9. What engine size? 
A [] 40-99cc D [_] 300-399cc G (J 600-699cc | A [] 40-99cc D [J 300-399cc G [J 600-699cc 
B [] 100-199cc E [C] 400-499cc H [C] 700-799cc | B C] 100-199cc E [C] 400-499cc H [_] 700-799cc 
C [J 200-299cc F [] 500-599cc | [J] 800cc & up | C [_] 200-299cc F C 500-599cc l 800cc & up 

10. How much do you plan to spend on motorcycle accessories (e.g. | 10. How much do you plan to spend on motorcycle accessories (e.g. 
ee soam lite special instruments, tools, mirrors, etc.) | protective clothing, goggles, special instruments, tools, mirrors, etc.) 
within the next 12 months? within the next 12 months? 
A [J Less than $30 C [] $50-$59 E []$100-$149 G [] $200-$299 | A [] Less than $30 C [] $50-$59 E []$100-$149 G[]$200-$299 
B [] $30-$49 D [) $60-$99 F []$150-$199 H [] $300 or nom B [C] $30-$49 D [ $60-$99 F []$150-$199 H [C] $300 or more 
11. What is your age? 11. What is your age? 
A [] Under 18 C [21-24 E [35-44 G [] 55-64 | A [] Under 18 C 21-24 E [] 35-44 G [] 55-64 
B (J 18-20 D (J 25-34 F (] 45-54 H [J 65 or over | B [J 18-20 D [] 25-34 F [45-54 H [J 65 or over 
For information on items circle numbers below. | For information on items circle numbers below. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 rd 8 9 w n 2 B Ri 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 | 16 aT 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 | 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 
46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 la 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 
61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 5 tee 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 
76 rae 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 | 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 
91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 i 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 
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EXCLUSIVE - THE FANTASTIC POWER CABLE 
LUBE SYSTEM -- END TO END LUBRICATION 
IN SECONDS WITH PRESSURE 







THE FREEDOM SYSTEM 
Gets Your Bike Up and Keeps 
It Up -- Race or Street 





. Chain Mother 

. Chain-Lib 

. Frog Juice 

. Electric 

`. Freedom Gold 

Premium Quality Products -- 
You Can Depend On. 


Competition Proven Lubricants and Tools for Simplified Maintenance 
MORE RIDING FREEDOM 





















































Posters-Patches-MX Shirts-T -Shirts-. Write for free catalog or see nearest oy 
=) 
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fight birth defects 


Freedom Industries ¢ 13930 Stansbury œ Detroit, Michigan 48227 e 313/273-6250 





Give MARCH OF DIMES 





You’ve got a 
together bike, right? 
Keep it together. 


Even the best bikes can fall apart 
under tough punishment from shock 
and vibration. You can protect the 
investment you make in preparing 
your bike for top performance by 
using Loctite Lock N’ Seal to make 
your bike shock and vibration proof. 

Use Regular Strength Lock N’ Seal (blue) for fender braces 
and exhaust mounts. And, Super Strength Loctite Lock N’ 
Seal (red) for more demanding connections like shock bolts 
and axle nuts. 

Keep your bike together. Ask for Lock N’ Seal Part No. 
2114 (blue) and Part No. 2214 (red) wherever motorcycles 
and accessories are sold. 


The Loctite Connection: It won’t shake loose. 


LOCTITE. 


Loctite Corporation, Newington, CT 06111 
Loctite Canada Ltd., Mississauga, Ontario LAX 2E6 
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published. | found it most interesting, and 

very desirable, not only to me, but to many 
of my shipinates. 

Fred S. Lamb 

FPO San Francisco, California 

(January, 1970) 


A Prayer, Instantly Answered 

My question is, why not a ‘‘News from 

Japan” column? The Japanese have 

shown a certain knack for items other 
than transistor radios. 

Haruo Matsumoto 

Kobe, Japan 

(September, 1955) 


| thought you might be interested in the 
progress of Japanese motorcycle manu- 
facturers. 

In general, | find the progress they have 
made here significant. From virtually 
nothing, they have developed a compre- 
hensive motorcycle industry that is right 
up in the front as far as research goes, 
and in some fields—carburetion—they are 
more advanced than we. The metals are 
of good quality; the workmanship good, 
but simple. 

P.F.C. Vaughn M. Greene 
Co. G 34th R.C.T. 
(September 1958) 


Safety 

There is no substitute for safe driving, 
but in the event of accidents, leather 
clothing studded with metal is a lifesaver. 
The bright spots and “showy” clothing 
are safety factors in that motorists see 
motorcycles more easily if the motorcy- 
clist is dressed in shiny leather studded 

with chrome. 
John Philips 
New Canaan, Connecticut 
(February, 1950) 


For the motorcycle publication that has 
time and time again printed articles on 
rider safety, you really blew it this time. 

RE: your November 1970 H-D Super 
Glide road test. How could you permit a 
picture of this idiot, standing up with his 
arms outstretched like wings, to be 
printed? 

| will agree that the picture is great, but 
could have been improved by putting a 
10 ft. high brick wall about 3 ft. in front 
of the front wheel. 

William Spurrier 
(June, 1971) 

Not as far as the idiot rider is con- 

cerned—Ed. 


Humor 

Why fracture your factual publication 
with no-sense-Rudy’s nonsense? We like 
to chuckle on a joke but not choke on 

a chuckle. 
Lucky Loeffler 
Lancaster, Wisconsin 
(February, 1954) 


Address all correspondence to: Cook 
Neilson, “Letters,” CYCLE Magazine, 
780-A Lakefield Road, Westlake Village, 


California, 91361. 
CYCLE 


Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. 











easy to look at, easy to own 


Indian Rider Protection Plan 


Indian provides the owner of any new 1975 motorcycle pur- 
chased after January Ist, 1975, a lifetime warranty against frame 
defects and a six month, unlimited mileage, parts and labor 


warranty for all street legal motorcycles. Provided that the owner, - 


purchases the motorcycle from an Authorized Indian Dealer, and 
has it serviced in accordance with the specified warranty mainten- 
ance program by an Authorized Indian Dealer. 


THEINDIAN MOTORCYCLE COMPANY 110.N. Doheny Drive, Beverly Hills, California 9021 l; * (213) 278-9470 
-CIRCLE NO. 22 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. CESA ee ; s 








